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RE 8 Fong a to 
die Public, are the reſult 
of F obſervation, and of a ; 
long and pretty extenſive Experi- 
ence ; they are a Collection of 


 Theas 


Facts, faithfully related, and as 
ſuch, I hope, will be conſidered 


as an evidence of laudable induſ- 


try; and, at the ſame time, prove 
uſeful, by the addition they bring 
to the Stock of Medical Truths : 
with this merit, if allowed me, I 
ſhall reſt. OT, and ſhall 

| __ 
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beg mide 1 ad care, in 
compleating the Seco · Vous ; 
which is already i in the Preſs, and 
in e 1 n e eee 


f 
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Ir Sell be eaſily eck mk 
1 have. been guided, and encou- 
raged in my attempt, by the 
information 'T derived at firſt, 
from the Lectures of the late 


learned Doctor Coun Mackzkziz, ; 


and afterwards, from my cone. 
ſpondence with that truly ingeni- 


ous Gentleman, who died JANU= 
r 31, 1775- The whole of 
this re is given in che 
Fan Work. 5 aw £72 
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MIDWIFERY. 


CASE I. 

E. G. A poor woman, was taken in la- 
bour of her ſecond child about four o'clock 
in the morning, of the nineteenth of MAY, 
1761; at ſeven I was ſent for, and upon 
examination, found the os externum and conti- 
guous parts much tumified, and diſordered with 
the lues venerea; which ſhe owned to have been 
B afflicted 


1 : 1 
ales with from the third month of her preg- | 
nancy; add. which had been attended w E 
diſcharges of ferid mauer, pain,-dyſury,. and 
blotches on the ſurface of the body. The os 
tincæ was very high up, tenſe, and dilated to 
about the breadth of a filver penny ; her pulſe 
was weak; at times ſhe ejected by vomit a 
quantity of porraceous phlegm, and appeared | 
to labour under the moſt dreadful appre- 
benſions, having been informed by ſome offi-· 
cious goſſi p. that women who were ſo unfortu- 
nate as to have the foul diſcaſe, when delivered, 
ſeldom ſurvived their lying-in. - Tas difficult 
to ſoothe her into a more comfortable opinion of 


her caſe: however, my conſolations had ſome 
weight, and the horrars of her mind were, in a 
great meaſure, appealed — the pains were but 
trifling all through the day, and about ten at 
night the os tince was found little more dilated 
than in the morning. I exhibited an anodyne, 
and left her till fix the next morning, when I was 


told that the pains had come ſtronger and faſter, 
e + — 


J 
but on examination I could find no difference in 
che ſtate of che os tines. I waited with her till 
eight i in the evening, when repeating the opiate, 
T again left her till one the next morning, and | 
chen received another call; the pains now recur- 
red much faſter, and the os tince was dilated to 
the "breadth of a crown piece, the membranes 

protruded in a kind of bag, and between the 
pains I could plainly diſcover a preſentation of 
| the vertex about the middle of the pelvis : after 
waiting till near ten o'clock the next morning, 
and the pains being yet pretty ſtrong, I began to 
imagine that the rigidity of the membranes 
might, probably, in ſome meaſure, retard the 
delivery; upon which, (the ſoft parts being 
ſufficiently dilated) I ventured: to rupture them 
with my fore finger, when the head almoſt inſtan- 
taneouſly deſcended into the lower part of the 
pelvis, ſo as to protrude the external parts in + 
form of a tumour, and, with a ſmall pain, in a 
few' minutes afterwards, was delivered: the child 
vas much diſcoloured, appeared to have been 
wg dead, and the lower jaw and left leg were 

By -- emaciated 


r 


44 3. 


emaciated and putrid. After waiting near an 


| hour | for the expulſion of the | placenta and 


gently waving the funis from fide to fide, it on 


a ſudden gave way, and broke off, and preſently 


after an hæmorrhage came on; when the woman 


” * 


reclining on her right fide, I went up with my 


- left hand, gained the edge of the cake, and with, 
very little. trouble delivered it whole; no extra- 


ordinary diſcharge enſued, the patient's irength 


was as good as could be expected, and her after 


retic mixture with ſyrupus & meconto, with which 
ſhe reſted pretty well, perſpired freely, and was 


Wc. 


the next day in every reſpe& better than could 


have been imagined ; but early in the following 
morning was ſeized with a profuſe diarrhea, 
which, notwithſlanding my utmoſt care and 


attention to her unhappy ſituation, carried her off 
on the fifth day after her delivery. —I took an 


opportunity of relating the caſe to doQor mace 


dai, who was of opinion that the les had 
affected the wlerus, and was the cauſe of her 


death. | 


MAURT- 
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 MAUBIGEAU, obſ. 23, p. 20. mentions the caſe 
of a young woman, who in the ſeventh month of 
her pregnancy was ſalivated for the lues venerea, 
and who ſpit near three quarts a day, and yet 
was happily delivered, at the full time, of a 
e chil. . 


OBS. 91, p. 60. 3 to have ſeen à caſe 
baer to the former, only the patient was but 
two months and a half gone with child; the uſe 
of the warm bath was forbid, and the woman, at 
laſt, was ſafely delivered of a healthy child. 


ons. 100. p. 8g. he recites a caſe ſimilar to 
the former, with a remark, that in all caſes 
where a pregnant woman is infected with a lues 
venerea, it is ſafeſt and propereſt to ſalivate her 
in the earlier months of pregnancy, when the 
evacuation will leſs affect the ftus.— Two other 
caſes are alſo mentioned, but in one of them 
the patient had only a gonorrhea, which, though 
not cured, did not affect the child: and, in the 
other 


[4þ * 1 
aber caſe, the patient was 1 pegel of! ba- 


ving the n 


DR. sMEIIIE, to whom es world is mak 
obliged for his obſtetric improvements, and many 


uſeful communications, and to whoſe mechanical 
plan, the art of MDWIrERT will ever ſtand 
greatly indebted, in his firſt volume, p. 165. treating 
ol the gonorrhea and lues venerea, gives the follow- 
ing inſtructions: if the diſtemper has pro- 
ceeded to an inveterate degree of the ſecond in- 


ſection, attended with cancerous ulcerations of 
the pudenda, buboes in the groin, ulcers i in the 
noſe and throat, ſo that the life of the patient 
or conſtitution of the parts is endangered, mer- 


curials muſt be given, ſo as to raiſe a gentle ſali- 


vation; which ought to be immediately reſtrained, 
and even carried off by mild purgatives, and 


' renewed occaſionally, according to the ſtrength 


of the woman, until che virus be utterly di- 
charged; here, however, a great deal muſt * 
pend on the judgment and diſcretion of the pre- 


ſcriber, who, rather chan propoſe any ching chat 


might 


7 


45 1 1 55 
might occaſion abortion, oußht to try, by val 
114TINg, medicines, to alleviate. and keep under 
the. ſymptoms till after delivery“. In his ſecond 
vol. no. 4. caſe the firſt, he treats of a poor wo- 
man who had the lues, who was delivered 
of a child, which, at firſt, had no appearance of 
infection; but, in about eight days, the ſcroum 
and penis began to ſwell, inflame, and break out 
in little. ulcers; 4he whole body was ſoon co- 
vered with venereal blotches, and i it was attacked 
by a cough, which deſtroyed it in three, weeks 
after it was born. — The mother had ulcers. m 
| her throat, which grew worſe and worſe: in 
about a fortnight after her delivery her lungs 
were affected, a conſumption enſued, and death 
was the conſequence”. — Immediately after the 
: caſe are ſome obſervations, which. tend to ſhew, 
chat ſalivation is much ſafer. in the firſt ſix or 
ſeven months of pregnancy, than aſterwards. 


DR. ROBERT WALLACE JOHNSON, in his ſyſtem 
of Mibwiresy, p. 138, ſpeaks in 2 judicious 
and clear manner of the lues venerea in pregnant 


t83 
worfen, recites, ' wth! acentacy, the diagnoſtics 
and prognoſlics attending them under chat com- 
Plaint, and points out the neceſſary regimen aud 
cure, p. 138. He further adds, chat when licle 
or nothing has been done towards a cure, the 
child is often dead before its birth; buy: if oe. | 
Ow it ſeldom deve "me month. 9 
a Ep N. | a : 
* LAbforTe, obl. 388. aa; the caſe df 1 
lady, who not knowing her diſorder to be any | 
6ther than- "the fluor gs he cured of a bat. : 
hab A e | | 


oss. 389. K 396. the fine züthor al ſo give# 
us two other caſes, in both which the womert 
had the lues, but their huſbands remained undifs _ 
eaſed ; from which he infers, that there muſt be 
# particular diſpoſttion before a perſon can con< 
tral the diſeaſe in an impure cortus. See the 
fame author, p. 302. and CASES xi. wo Xxxix. 
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M. C. Aged thirty-one, in” juLy, 1761, 
was taken with pains reſembling thoſe of labour, 
upon which A midwife was ſent for, who haſtily 
pronounced that ſhe had gone her time, and was 
in labour; but after waiting many hours, and 
no figns of delivery appearing, her friends grew | 

uneaſy, and ſolicited my aſſiſtance. Upon exa- . 
mination, the os tince was found cloſe ſhut, 
no mucus deſcended, and by paying proper 
attention to ber pains, I obſerved they were 
chiefly confined to the abdomen, and did_ 
not recur at lated periods ; on which account : tl 
declared them to be ſpurious, and that che 
labour was not begun. The pulſe being full 


and hard, eight ounces of blood were taken 


away, and as ſhe had not been at ſtool for three 
| N 1: bard Fug, 


% 
* 


au 
days, an emollient clyſter was prepared and in- 
jected, from which ſhe received great relief; but 
ſent an opiate to take at bed time, and heard 
3 no more of her for a fortnight; ſhe was then 
Auacked with ſimilar complaints, and; relieved — 
by the ſame means as before, Near a month, 
afterwards, at three o'clock in the morning, 1 | 
was. again called to her; but now her pains were 
genuine, ſmall, bat regular, the mucus. deſcen- 
ded, and the 0s tince was beginning to dilate, _ 
but felt hard and rigid to the touch; the pulſe 
was much depreſſed, and the patient greatly de- 
jected. I ordered her ſome wine caudle, with a | 
| few drops of imm rAREGORICUM, and flaid. 
with her till nine in the evening, when finding 
her free from pain, and aſleep, I left her: at 
ſix in the morning I received a meſſage to attend 
her, and was told that her paing had been very 
ſtrong and regular for three hours together, and 
that the waters had newly broke, which I found to 
be the caſe; and likewiſe, that the os tince was 
much dilated, and in time of pain, the vertex 


r 
it went öff. 1 gave the patient every encourage- 
"ment in my power, having reaſon to believe the 
event would be ſpeedy and favorable, but herein 
'T was diſappointed ; for; although the pains Aill 
4 wither 4 ful, yet they were effect 1 or 
many bours, which farprized me the more, as the 
' V-pferus had receded from che head of the child. 
zuſed to good labours, and the -pelvis was appa- 
rently well formed. -'About an hour ' before the 
child was delivered, the attendants were rather 
-krixious' and urgent for the delivery, but were 
_ "ſatisfied with my affurances of there being no dan- 
ger, and, chat as che child preſented fair, and the 
Pain were good, they muſt, for the ſafety both of 
mother and child, be ſome time longer fabmited 
to; which they were, and the woman, after ha- 
Ving undergone uncommon ſeverity of pain for 
"the laſt ſeven hours, was delivered at four o'clock 
in the afternoon. The 'funis was four times cit- 
eumvoluted about the neck of the | fetus, which 
came away together with the / placenta, It was 
SY n ſome 


Na 
ſome time before any ſigns of life appeared. in che 
8 ee ef hilt and ry Wy oe 
pulſe was much accelerated; a few grains of 841 
NITRI were therefore exhibited in barley water, © 
and repeated every five hours; a, cn 
came on, the thirſt and heat abated, the patient 
recovered, and has ſince. had ſeveral children; 
with all of which I have ade. her, without 
* aa en. 
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IN, the 9th collefion of FR SMELLIE'S CASES, | 
5 2. no. 1. caſe 1. with a; reference to table 
9. is the caſe of a woman who was delivered of 
a dead child, about Whoſe horde was 
four times circumvoluted. Tow” 

CASE 11. of the Po collection, exhibits an 
inſtance of the head's being retracted by the cir- 
cumvolutions of the funis round the neck of the 
child. Several poſtures were adapted for the 
woman's delivery, but that between fitting and 


lying 


> 


113. 1 
dying was found to be the moſt commodious. 
The fingers were introduced i into the reflum, and 
[thereby the head prevented from being drawn 
up again after à pain; by which means it ad- 
 vanced. fanher and farther, and its delivery was 


- aſſiſted by raiſing the forchead upwards with an 


half round turn from the lower part of the os 
externum. — The hint of aſſiſting in this manner 
was taken from ouLD's treatiſe, publiſhed in the 
| Fortes e | ef 


pt 
* = 
* © 


„ MR. ALEXANDER HAMILTON, in his elements | 


.of the. practice of Mipwireay, affirms, „% the 
fun to. be” ſometimes faulty n 8 0 
great length, or the + contrary”. Thus he 
ſays, the. extraordinary length, by forming 
circumvolutions round the | child's neck or body, 
ſometimes proves che cauſe: of ' protrating the 
labour; but as this can only happen when the 
. chord is of an uncommon length, there is ge- 
nerally enough leſt to admit of the exit of che 
child with : ſafety”: and contradiftory to the 


above practice received from oULD's treatiſe, he 


4 Y 
7 £4 * further 
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Try N 
as obſerves, ' that . the prifiice"of * 
ducing a finger In A0, to preſd back the che- 
cyx, or to prevent the head, when it ad vances, 
from being retracted by citcumvolutions of che 
chord, is now dotirely laid afide; an expedient”, 
which he affirms, * can anſwer no end but that 
of fretting and bruiſing the parts ef n, 
and injuring datt e The CUNT eee 
m a treatiſe on the improvement of 'wrtv- 
wirery, by mr. EDMUND CHAPMAN, we find, 
chat when the child is born as far 'as his 
* ſhoulders, and the navel ſtring appears to he 
twice twiſted round its neck, he orders à woman 
to paſs the ſciſſars (eareſully avoiding any hurt 
to the child) under one of the ot VUribx, ad 
cut the sr, not ſuffering the child to ade 
-vance' 11 farther before this bes uh. 


wnkkras, mr. nAkrir ron affirttis it to be 
time enough, in general, aſter the child is born, 
to lip the nooſe over the ſhoulder or head“; 
and ſays, * there is ſeldom occaſion to Uivide | 
the 


TR 4a | 
the chord in the birth, a practice that may be. 
attended with trouble and hazard. 


Tux late dr. zuzTON, of Your, in his eſſay on 
MIDWIFERY, relates two caſes, where the umbilical 
chord hindered the. birth of the child, by being 

ſo long. that it was near three times wrapped or 
twiſted: round the child's neck. In che firſt caſe. 
the child was born dead, and in the ſecond alive. 
He alſo ſhews, p. 177, another, in which, upon 
endeavouring to deliver footling, he found the 
umbilical. chor twice twiſted round the child's 
bady; that it was very firong,. and went betwixt 
the child's thighs: as it impeded his endeavours, 
delivery, he thought it neceſſary to rupture the 
chord, and the child was born immediately, 


THE celebrated ruyscn, p- 36, of his practi- 
cal obſervations in sUrGERry and MIDWIFERY, - 
peaks of a ſtetus, killed by a wonderful contor- 
tion of the funiculus umbilicalis, and thinks 


this_diſcaſe proceeded from a more frequent turn- 


5 ing 


i 5 e tht hie 
bl vas the cauſe of its death, by intercepting en- 
tirely che circulation of the blood e the 
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Tres are ſome remarks on this fubjes (che 
twiſting of the chord about the neck of the ſatu) * 
to be met with in different parts of 1tvaer ;- and 
1 find that he likewiſe quotes LA MOTTE,' * ii. 
1 chap. 9: 

| 


1 HAVE fince met with ſeveral lingering labours; 
where there has been no unuſual ſtraitneſs, or 
any kind of impediment to be diſcovered in the 
pelvis, and the efforts of the women have been 
very powerful, yet ineffectual, occaſioned by _ 2 
neck being entangled in the funis. 


* 
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CASE Im. 


es * 


Is. the ek of avcvusr, 1761, t was bent 
for at the deſire of a midwife, to aſſiſt a woman 
whoſe efforts of labour had been ineffeQually 
violent for the laſt ten hours. The waters had 
broke ſoon after the beginning of the labour, and 
continued draining off in great quantities. The 
0s tince was widely dilated, the woman's flrength 
and ſpirits were pretty good, and the head of the 
child was below the brim of the pelvis, advan- 
cing when the pain came on, and receding as it 
went off, The midwife had treated her with 
much care and tenderneſs ; but as ſhe had been 
long confined to lying on her left fide, I deſired 
her poſture might be altered, and that ſhe would 
turn to the oppoſite one, in which ſituation ſhe 
was ſoon delivered, when the funts umbili- 

D calls 


(8.13 1 
calis appeared uncommonly ſhort, and was 
turned once round che neck, which had doubt- 

leſs been the principal impediment to che birth. 
Vide LamortTE, chap. 22. & chap. 9. obſerv. 
119, 120, & 121. 

'BY praftical obſervation, we ſhall find, I be- 
lieve, that the ſhortneſs of the funis umbilicalis is 
much ſeldomer the cauſe of the head's retrac- 
tion, betwixt each pain, than the circumvolu- 
tians of it about the neck; and, that when it 
does occur, the placenta is generally in more dan» 

ger of being detached from the uterus, than in 
the other caſe. 1 no" 


CASE 


** 


CASE IW. 


79 the ROSS of he year Sona I was 
defired to viſit a woman who had undergone. a 
lingering labour of five days and nights, and 
been attended by a midwiſe. It was about five 
clock in the evening, of the ad of szirzu- 
BER, when I came to this patient I found the 
0s tince greatly dilated, and the cranium preſent- 
ing naturally with the vertex, but drawing back 
aſter the pains, which were but rifling, and 
ſeldom recurred. In this ſtate I gave her an 
opiate, deſired ſhe might be kept quiet, and that 
I might be again ſent for when the pains grew 
Qronger, which was not till the evening of the 
next day, when I received another call. and bad 
ſcarcely been in the room twenty minutes before 
ſhe was | delivered by the natural efforts of a 

Ds | ine 


z * 
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| five live child; the; circumference of whoſe funf 
was but ae eee and the 
lab nor ür n 


MAURICEAU, obl. 406, gives an inſlance 
of his having delivered a woman of her firſt 
child, whoſe naval ſtring was extremely ſhort © 
and as thick as its . The child had been 
dead feveral days before” delivery. Several like 
caſes are given by the ſame author, obſ. 401. 
549. 612. 640. 662, 687. Hit panus obſ, chi- 
rurg. cent. 2. & obſ. zo, Vide en er 
229. | a | | 'us HOI 


| DR. BURTON, p. 144. mentions a | remarkable | 
caſe, in which the labour was retarded by the 
ſhortheſs of the umbilical chord, which he reached 


4 and ruptured to facilitate the delivery ; and 


which he ſays was not above ten inches long, | 
and of twice the thickneſs of his thumb, very | 


hard in ſome Places, and knotty, as it is com- 


monly called. He alſo met wich two other caſes 
fimilar to this, in both which the Chords were 
as ſhort, but ſmaller, 


4 * nit * + ,” 
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Ou r of e 1762, my ad- 
tance was ſought in regard to the placenta of a 
young woman, who had four hours before, with- 
out any extraordinary; trouble, been delivered of 
a fine male child by a man-midwife, who, upon 
my coming into the chamber appeared much 
ruſſled and uneaſy, averring, that his ſkill 
had been called in queſtion, and his practice 
much cenſured by the attendants, becauſe he 
had not been able to deliver the placenta; I ſym- 
pathized with him upon his ſituation, and begged 
we might uſe our joint endeavours to ſerve 
the patient: he had made many eſſays by pulling 
and gently waving the firing, but to no purpoſc, 
and had once, he ſaid, introduced his hand 
into the vagina, with a deſign to open the 


wierus 
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uterus and detach the 1 from its adheſion, 
but his proceeding was prevented. by the cries of 
the woman. The women became very preffing 
that I ſhould deliver the after-binh; but, ſor 
my own part, as the woman did not flood, I ſaw 
much leſs damage in its retention, than in paſ-— 
ſing up the hand for its extraction; but, howeyer, 


in compliance with the requeſt of the by-ſtanders, 
| I had the woman placed on her back, and with 


the utmoſt gentleneſs paſſed my hand, ſuffici- 
ently lubricated through the vagina into the ute · 
rus, where finding the cake looſe and diſengaged, 


firmly with much caution, extracted it whole and 
entire, and no diſagreeable, ſymptoms following. 
the woman did very well, Upon examining the 


| funis and placenta, the former appeared 9, have 


been inſerted in the very center of the latter 


from whence, probably, might ariſe its 8 : 


retention; at leaſt, I have no leſs an authority, 
than ruYSCH's, to ſuppoſe it was « as he has 
publiſhed a very curious caſe, of the extraction 
of the placenta, being impeded by a particular 

inſertion 


„/ 


| af [ 29 ] 
inſertion oft into the placenta; in which he 


obſerves, that no' writer has made mention of 


the CENTRAL inſertion of the funiculus into the 


placenta, which is one of the chief objects to its 


eaſy extraction; for when the funiculus is inſerted | 
exactly into the center of the placenta, it gene- 


rally ſeparates from it with difficulty, in ſo 
much, that midwives are frequently obliged to 


wound ſuch a placenta with their fore finger, in 
order to make it ſeperate; whereas, if the ſuni- 
culus was inſerted either to one fide or the 
other, the placenta would eaſily follow the fetus : 
the reaſon of this is, the ſame as that of a round 
piece of leather, formed into a ſucker, with a 
ſtring in the center of it; for when that piece 
of leather is wetted and applied to a heavy ſtone, 
it will eaſily lift up a ſtone from the earth with- 
out being pulled off; but if the ſtring is faſtened 
to one fide of the leather it will not be capable 
of producing that effect. 
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CASE vr. 


A. Py Aged ewenty-ſeven, A che latter 
months of geſtation with her fifth child, com- 
plained of very great pains, inſomuch that ſhe 
could neither fit, lie, or ſtand, without particular 
uneaſineſs; : bleeding was uſed, and opiates fre- 
quently referred to, but neither eaſed her long 
together: : by undergoing ſuch wearifome and 
almoſt inceſſant pains her Airength was much di- 
miniſhed, and ſhe ſuffered great anxiety of mind. 
In the morning of the 14th of AUGUST, 1762. 
ſhe had pains which were taken for thoſe of la- 
bour; in conſequence whereof I was called, 
and upon examination could not diſcover the os . 
tince, a' circumftance, which having never met 
with before, ſurprized me very much. I re- 
CFR 


EPS. 
queſted ſhe might alter her poſture, and ſuffer 
me to touch her again; but being averſe to either, 
and very fretful, I left her, after exhibiting an 
opiate, and aſſuring her that I would wait on 
her again as ſoon as ſent for. She doſed 
through moſt part of the day, and in the even- 
ing, being much refreſhed, walked about, and 
ſeemed eafier than ſhe had been for many 
days before. The following night ſhe was 
again, taken with pains ; and even now, 
upon ſearching, I was not able to find the os. 
tince, and therefore. ſtill remained ignorant of 
the true ſtate. of the labour —ſhe was very pee - 
viſh and low-ſpirited; and whenever the pains 
recurred, complained of an uncommon puſhing 
againſt her ſides, which gave me the idea of a 
CROSS BIKTH) and made me extremely anxious to 
diſcover the ſituation of the os tincæ and preſen- 
tation of the fetus. After waiting ſome time I 
obtained leave to touch her, when taking advan- 
tage of her permiſſion, I gradually paſſed my 
whole hand, lubricated with axungia, up the va- 
gina, and with my fore finger ſearched for, and 


diſco- ; 


„ 

diſcovered che 05 tince to the left ſide, very high 
up and operi to a great breadth : on preſſing my 
fingers in a conical form, I gently proceeded 
through it and ſelt ſomething ſoft, which 
I then imagined to be the BREECH of the 
child; but as I was not certain, my hand 
being much cramped, and the patient terrified, 
T was obliged 'to defer all further ſearch for the 
preſent, and withdrew it, declaring in pri- 
vate to the aſſiſtants that the child did not pre- 
ſent right, and that the labour would be at- 
tended with ſome difficulty. The pains follow- 
ing pretty quick and faſt, 1 touched her again, 
paſſed my hand as beſore, and found che belly 
of che child diſtinguiſhable by che inſertion of 
the funis at the navel. As ſhe was placed on 
her right fide upon the bed, I went up gently for 
the feet, which were cloſe together doubled 
over the breaſt, and taking hold of them with 
my hand, with .great care and circumſpection 
brought them down into the vagina, and deli- 
vered them: the patient was then turned and 
placed on her back, and her hips being elevated 

E 2 higher 


28 1 
higher chan. her head, with has legs hanging 
down, and ſupported by afiſtants — I: ſeated 
myſelf in a low chair betwixt them ; and, taking 
hold of the legs, delivered to the breech, when 
paſſing up my finger I found the belly of the 
child to the back of its mother, and immedi- 
ately delivered to the ſhoulders; then introdu- 
cing my fore finger between the. child' s ſhoulder 
and the pubis of the woman, and flipping it 
down to the right arm, with a half-round turn 
delivered it: in the ſame manner I gained the 
left arm; then hooking the neck with the two 
firſt fingers of my right hand, and fliding the 
| Whole of my left up to the child's face, 
by gently. pulling and waving both hands 
at the ſame time from fide to ſide, with little 
difficulty I delivered the head. The child was 
alive and unhurt; but by way of caution I ſuf- 
fered it to bleed from the funis, to the quantity 
of a tea cup full, and directed its being bathed 
with warm milk and water before i it was dreſſed, 


 DION1S 


[oy] 
- . DLONIS remarks, that when the child preſents 
with the belly or breaſt foremoſt, the two ſitua · 


tions are much the ſame, and equally dangerous, 


for THE NAVEL STRING IN BOTH, NEVER FAILS-TO 
cout FORTH; and the back bone, which can by 
no means be bent backwards, is ſo preſs'd that 
the child is rack d with pain, and * needs 
die, if it W ſpeedily relieved. 2 12 


MR. PUGH, page 102, chap. 18. a of 
children lying acroſs in the womb, and preſenting 
with the belly or breaſt, remarks, that a child 
eannot. well preſent in a more dangerous poſture 
chan this, for the vertebræ are bent backwards, 
in ſuch a manrſer, that the ſeet and back of the 
head meet together at the bottom of the womb; 
in which caſe, by the force of the pains, the 
vertebræ are in danger of being ſtrained to à great 
degree: in this kind of labour, the mouth of 
the womb ſeldom dilates much, notwithſtanding 
the ſtrongeſt pains; the reaſon is very plain, be- 
cauſe, in this poſture, che parts cannot come ſo 
low to m—_ upon it; whereas, in any other 

ſituation, 


tw}. 
fituation, the part near the orifice will preſs more 
or leſs, in ſome meaſure, to cauſe dilatation”; 
And in all the different ſpecies of preternatural 


parturition, there is no poſture, I believe, i in 
which the ny is more Ie to > danger. 


= . 


| DR, JOHNSON: 2 it to . 
tion chat can happen to the child, eſpecially if it 
is bended backwards till the occiput and head 
come nearly together, the ſpine being thereby 


not only moſt unnaturally ſtrained, hut the viſe 
cera of the whole trunk alſo, Vide rontar's 
oblerv. 13, p. 59. MAURICEAU, p. 210, ba- 


VENTER, p. 182. and LAMOTTE, chap. 29. obſ. 
280. 5 


ruxxx are inſtances of preſentations of the 
belly of the child, in almoſt every other author 


who has wrote on the ſubject of xD WT EAT H; in 


the generality of which, the ſunis is ſaid to have 


more or leſs prolapſed into the vagina, and in 


ſome caſes even beyond the os externum; but in 
the above cafe it did not prolapſe in the leaſt 


before the x a 
"Cars 


COMMUNIGATED 


2 IN LETTERS ro THE LATE 
DR. COLIN MACKENZIE. 


%% MALLING, SEPTEMBER 25, 1762, 


* DEAR SIR, 


II may probably give you ſome 

« „ ſatisfaQion to hear of my ſuccels i in the Twin | 
* CASE of ELEANOR EMMERSON, a poor travelling 
« woman, to whoſe aſſiſtance I was called by a 
* neighbour, who had found her in labour in a 
** barn near this place, She informed me that ſhe 
had borne ſeveral children, but never been ſo 
A big with any one as ſhe was now; that ſhe had 
felt motions in different parts of her belly, 
frequently 
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« frequently had ſmall pains, and was exceedingly 
« weak and low for want of nouriſhment, of which 
«« ſhe had taſted no kind for the laſt twelve hours; 5 
I touched her as ſhe lay upon her ſide, and found 
« the os tince high up and very little dilated, As 
«* ſhe was wretchedly poor, and in a moſt low and 
dejected condition, my firſt ſtep was to procure 
her fome warm caudle and a few nece ſſaties, 
* which the exigency of her caſe ſcemed to require 


at the hand of humanity. She took plentifully of 


* broth and caudle between the pains, which in 
about an hour after my ſecond viſit became very 
*« ſharp and ſtrong, and the membranes unexpect- 
* edly breaking, I ſearched and found the os tince 5 
« conſiderably dilated, and a BxEEcH preſentation, 

&« which I ſubmitted to nature till the child was ad- | 


e vanced as far as the thorax, when I gently laid 


hold of the feet and brought them down, and the 


* child being very ſmall the other parts followed 
** without difficulty. After waiting ſome time for 
* the placenta, and the pains continuing nearly as 
« ſtrong as before the child was born, I entertained 
*« ſome ſuſpicion of another child, and applying 


«6 my 


58 BOY 13410 03 130 15 55 1 
4 my hand externally on the hs FINE | 
4 tumor much too large ſor the uterus only; | 
« after tying the funis, and paſſing my hand thro! 
« the vagina, I diſcovered the face of a ſecond 
child below the brim of the pelvis. Iacquainted 
the woman there was another child, and encou- 
„ raged her to make the moſt of her pains, 
« which ſhe did for near an hour and three 
""o—_ wr finding the head pretty low down, 
and perceiving ber bellen faint, mach fa- | 
« tigued, and beginning to flood, without the 
« leaſt heſitation I had recourſe to the ns, 
1 by which means ſhe was ſafely delivered of the 


71 


5 remaining child. The Placenias, by gently V. 
- pulling at boch chords, ealily ſeparated from 
the uterus, and were delivered without any 
« trouble in a few minutes after the birth of the 
= ſecond child: they adhered ſo cloſely together, 
«23 to appear almoſt one compact body. with 
« two diſtin chords, one ET which was ö bifurcated 
« to the length of two inches and three quarters 
„next to its inſertion in the placenta. As I 
formed an idea of the ſituation of the fats in 

| * | * utero, 
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„ utero, I have ken the libeny in offer you a 

«delineation of the ſame; as i i tay firſt effay | : 
"in this way, ”its"incontefrieſs will,” 1 tips, 5. 
+ pear venial. Yi lets KG OH ee $583 ALIVE n 


— — 1 — 7 * 521 ** 
8 nyt r Wim iir 
14 542 * of, — : * * 22 12 * #. 555 = - N * : * 1 
o 44 4 : FS ae $4 4 Sr, 1 1 
© . 1 5 
"os „ 
ann 5 $1 ; „% 5 ST LOTT 121 } 3 3 
W 3th „ A en 1509 LAs i x Eu 4 $465 SE +1 — 6 fs 2 A. 
a . * 12 I” + 1 * * 7 ee 1 
K " - * 7 * * * 3 8 
: 2:7! ad 8 i WEST : Wanne 1 : 
* * 2 — 
8 : PR RT” * 
7 © IA 9 44 1 * * 2 \ 3 KS 3&2 C34 5 3 2% 11 
* i —_ 
q „ 
.ͤ;; EE u vis Aan 21914040 07 
"FR" 3 # Daun Who. HAY: 1+ $134 : 5 
. 
* ＋ H E A N 8 W E R. 1 } 
Sb 
7 24 A ' 23 7 * 1 7 wy , > 
* * $i a EW — > . ** 1 Pr 70. 
© GDI Ter HO OF | BIEEFEND Das ; 
. 
% DEAR SIR, 
” » if * * 8 we 14 — I 5 * 7 > | 
11 . ; 1 . 4% "= {5 7 ” 1 at > * TE A # F 83 1 
7 1 4 * 
— * ” 1 1 "4 1 LL 1 . 1 
I N 2 n e 06-460 


1 'E caſe was, very curious and, 
cba ee 
oy po * the indeed, and the delineation i inge-, 


" nious enough. 1 ſhall be much obliged, 8 


1 715 p AA 


vou. if you will inform me how long the waters 
5 broke before the birth, of the firſt chu, . 


on 
2 PF. ” 4 


o what part the ears of the ſecond child were, 
10 how high up, ke. bY will always be . pleaſure, 
T to me” to ber 0 f your f ſucceſs, and prove 
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| "xt e = © pity, you. did, lag antes 
{ths ele funis, as it was a moſt extra. 
- nes: appearance, ever yet. 
met with: in uſing. the, forpeps 1 ue * 
„doubt of your care; hut van will ill de well to. 
mode che rules for their application, which- 
are laid. down by sM2L.LIE; and are truly the. 
3 « woſt yal 1 val Al. uable parts of hi bog © n 1e 
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b £6 
| <4 iform+you,;-thatthe waters were evacuated 
about half an hour before the birth of ihe 
I © firſt child. I need not again mention the 
3 means of my diſcovering the ſecond; the face 
of which preſented below the brim of the pel- 
If © vis; wich one ear to the pubes, and the other 
* IN © to: the ſacrum; when finding matters as deſeri- 
* 


* bed in my former letter, I cauſed the woman 
F F 2 | | 46. to 


Cf 


FO ] 8 5 

i — +l bak wick! her hips | 

«« ſomething higber than het head, fixed the for- 

«+ cxps, and"waiting for u paiti,” puſhibd the 41 

„up ind turned 'the Face into the bello ef the 

t ſatrum, and by gently pulling it Kaif round ad 

«<a pwatds, delivered i without the leaf 5 q 

«to tHe os externum or perineum. T have delen- 

«© bed the caſe as circiimlantially as it is” in my 

« power to recollect; und ſhall] in future, ob- 

ſerve the directions you gave me, when under 
« your pupillage, of Keeping a journal of my 
practice in MIDwizery, The woman and chil - 
** dren are at preſent very hearty. — Since this 

* TWIN CASE, on the twentieth inſtant; 1 deli- © 


d yered a woman, who had been in labour 


— before 1 ſent to, ond whom 1 

„found flooding very faſt; the pains were much 
„ weaker than they had been, the 05 tines was 
ſufficiently dilated, and the membranes puſhed” 
«+ down, and felt very rigid, which induced me 
4 to rupture them: when the child's head, which 
** had before continued higher than the brim of 
* the pelvis TEE fell down to the os exter- 
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| Fa the Placenta ſoon followed, without any, 2 "nf 
F | difficulty, and the flogding, was vas. flopped by, "= 
4 the ; contraftion of the uterus. This is is, the 5 4 
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g confolingonr beg vrt gn ow rr, L i 
992 find that CHAPMAN, page. 119 ſpeaks of IWO. 0 | 

me men whom. he delivered of Twins: andin p-136... 5 

even who bad ſpurious pains, which were. 
een for che pace ef cight days, when, 6 . 

. was bappily delivered of Twins: again, p. 164. | 
of a a woman | delivered. of ne the firſt pre- 
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_ CO with the head, and Genin 55 de 95 
1 INE Pala, was extrafied by turning : allo, 72 163. of 

We a woman delivered' of female TING, the | firſt, of 

| which | was brought away by the forgeps: and, 
p. 168. of a TWIN CASE, in which be delivered, 
a gentlewoman of her ſecond child which had 
been long dead, the other child was born near 
two days before; che fun, with a hand and 


N foot angry and he e E 


— —— I, „* 2 — — 


ctrraxd, p. 205. mentions a delivery. of | 
Twixs, the firſt flicking at the head, which was 
protruded into the vagina, aud could paſs 0 | 
farther; and the fecond was delivered 'by che 
feet: and in p. 264. a delivery of Twins, one of | 
which preſented with a hand before the head: 

alto, p. 306. * 06. 4 Uelivery of Twins, ons e 
before he bot to the patient, and the ther pre- ; 
fenting with one foot: likewiſe, p. 332. a delivery 
of Twrxs, one came with the head foremoſt bat ry 
fuck in the paſſage, the other preſe nted a hand: 
alſo, p. 361. a delivery of TWINS, about ſeven | T 
months old: and in p. $71. a delivery of TWINS, a 


a 
a 
0 
| 
] 
| 
| 


girl 


[99 1 

ein and hoy ; the girl was delivered by a natural 

biith twenty- boar hours before the boy, who pre 5 

: fented with one hand and one foot : alſo, p. 384. 

2 a TWIN: eas, where, the fiſt child was Aras. 
with the labour Pains, and the ſecond with he 

5 forceps: alſo, p- 383. TWINS, the firſt child 

5 preſented with h the fontanelle; ; but the enen 
of the ſecond were puſhed. down before the mem 
branes of the firſt: alſo, p. 386. both children 
preſented in a natural way, the firſt child delivered 
with the labour pains, the ſecond turned and- 
brought footling: alſo, p 388. two children pre- 

; ſented. together, one with, the head, and the 

5 other with the feet: allo, p. 369. both children 

preſented, with the breech, and were each deli- 

vered .by the labour pains: alſo, p- 390. de | 
firſt child preſented with the arm, the ſecond 
with the head, which were both brought foot-. 
ling: | alſo, p. 392.6 both children preſented wrong 

| and were brought | footling : and. p. 403. — ' 

| ſame celebrated : author mentions a delivery of _ 


TWINS, which occurred to him, where, the . 
preſented. with the head, the ſecond. was incloſed 
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| ny e 8 KO 1 PET 111 4 120 
Vide 1 AMT TE, chap. 23. 875 1 i 2 
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l bird, obſery irs 2 me 

ET CASE, where the rage hal dealt ere 

of one child nine hburs before he got to her, 
when 5 be foon delivered her of + 8 3 Wbk- 


14 0 


A CASE is 8 1255 EY 12 
; delivery of TWINS, One having its | right _ 
Golz the left, and the other its feet frait, 
of which he delivered fooling: allo, ble g. * 
he deſcribes another caſe” concerning ; the deli , 7 
* TWINS ; wherein both children were delive 

in like manner as before : oblerv. 40. we find a 
third delivery of Twins, one of them in a natu- 
ral, and the other in an unnatural pokicion; alſo, 
obſerv. 70. the ſame author relates the caſe of a 
lady who had "Twins, one preſenting with the. 
mates, and the other with c one eye foremoſt; the 
firſt he delivered ſootlit ing, and he ſecond 25 


TI 


delivered by the natural * and obſery. 74. 


he 


LEITT 


22 it 7 
W egen the aſe of 4 drophical benen big 
with Twins, one of which came to its perfec- 
tow, © ae with the nates, and was « delivered 


1 


: 55 it being putrified 3 in "its PO and 
ſuppoſed to have died between the n b | 


fiſh month. 105 Ts — 4 $.4 1 
” » , 
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: DR. Aron has inſerted à rw cat, p. 84. 
wherein he was ſent for to deliver a poor woman 
of a ſecond child, which he found prefenting 
with the arm, the cuticle of which giving way to 
the touch, and coming off on his finger, he con- 
cluded the child to be dead; and returning the 
arm, delivered it footling. 


IN colledion 37. vol. 3. of dr. $MELL1E's MID- 
WIFERY CASES, he ſpeaks of a TWIN oAskE, where 
the firſt child preſented with the ſonlan el, but the 
membranes of the ſecond were puſhed down before 
the membranes of the firſt; both children pre- 
ſented with the head: and likewiſe of another 


caſe; whey the child was delivered with the 


G labour 


- 
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1 7 


* 
74 
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labour pains; and the fad, being larger, with 5 
the forceps: he alſo mentions a third caſe, = 
where both children . preſented it the natural 
way; the firſt delivered with the labour pains, 
the ſecond turned. and brought ſootling: ang- 5 
ther, where two children preſented together, 
one with the bad, and the other with the feet: 
another, where both children preſented with the 
breech, and were each delivered by the labour + 
pains: another, where the firſt child preſented 
with the arm, the ſecond with the head; both 
brought footling : „ and a ſeventh caſe, where 

both children preſented wrong, and were brought 


footling. 
ux rigidity of che membranes, as in wy laſt 
mentioned caſe, will ſometimes be found to oc- : 
caſion a tedious labour; yet much precaution is 

neceſſary, and the head of the child ſhould be 
ſufficiently low before we venture to rupture 
them; for, in the courſe of my praQiice, 1 have 
more than once experienced many inconvenien- 
cies n from the officious dexterity of the 


woman 


* 
$ 


woman practitioner, in procuring a premature 
diſcharge of che waters. | 


im tedious labours, from the rigidity of the 
+ membranes, when puſhed down, or not, with 
the waters, ſee au EL TIE, vol. ii. collect. 15. 
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Ox the agth of Dbrczurnzx, 1752. I was ſent 
for to a woman, the wife of a gentleman's coach- 
man, at MEREWORTH, in this county, who: bad 
been delivered of one child carly in the morning 
of the twenty-third day of the ſame month, and 
been pretty free from pains from the time of her 
delivery, till within a few hours of my being 
called—az the placenta of the. firſt child came 
away. without difficulty in the uſual time, no 
remaining child was ſuſpected by the midwite. 
I laid my hand upon the woman's abdomen, and 
plainly perceived a ſize and hardneſs thereof, 
which confirmed me in the opinion of a ſecond 
child. I ſearched her in time of à pain, and 

| 1 


ſenting, and the pains ſo very ſtrong, that the 
child was delivered by their efforts only, in balf 
arr hour after I entered the room. 7 


1N the memoirs of the academy at rants, 1727, 
page 15. 20, 2% an account of two children 
delivered eight days after one another. 


F 55 
* 5.2 


ru contindance of labour pains, after the 
birth of one child, is generally ſuppoſed to indi- 
cate a ſecond; but by the above caſe, that crite- 


rion is found to be very uncertain. As this woman 


had an intervention, of almoſt fix days, before 
there was any material recurrence of pains, The 
fureſt and moſt infallible determinations in ſuch 
cafes, I ſhould ſuppoſe, is the application of the 
hand externally on the abdomen; or, the finger and 
band, if neceſſary, introduced into the uterus. 
This rule, however, is not always infallible; for 


« very judicious prafitoner (mr. Jenn alen in 


the eEpinBURGH med. comm. vol. ii. relates the 
biſtory of a caſe; in which he himſelf miſtook a 
HO | | tumour 
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found che membranes broke, the vertex pre- 
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L 7 1 
tumour in the abdonen for « ſecond child; This 
tumour ſoon after ſ pontaneouſly diſappeared, A 
fimilar caſe, we are told, occurred, ſeveral years 
ago, to an accoucheur,, of eminent {kill and ex- 
perience at WARRINGTON, 
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* was the whole time attended by a woman mid- 


had broke and gone off two. days before ;, and, 
chat the child, which was before. out of reach, 


t xk 
' ſhe believed, with its face c for the world, as ſhe 
could diſtinly feel its mouth with her finger. 
4 „The patient” was in better ſpirits, than from the 
6 « length of her labour might have been expected. 
She had a pain —I touch ' d her, and was ſure 
* of a BREECH | preſentation, both” by the feel, 
and the meconium which followed the ſearch, 
and tinged my finger. The pains were ſtrong 
and powerful, and in about two hours deli- 
* yered the child as far as the thorax, when I 
* carefully brought down the feet; with little 
difficulty effected the mechanical turns to be 
obſerved in footling . 1 and delivered” the 
woman; but was ſurprized to find the placenta 
and child come together; it was very languid, 
and breathed weakly, which induced me not 
to divide the funis, but to place 'the Placenta in 
«a baſon of warm water to promote the circula- 
tion, till the child mould gather ſtrength; 
'«© which anſwered to my wilhes; and, in about 
an hour after its birth J ſeparated the funts, 
and the child is at preſent likely to —_— 
am, with much clteem, c.“ DN 
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ov did right in leaving 1 PA 


1 1 to nature, whoſe efforts, in ſuch caſes, 
* are generally decifive, and ſhould be ſubmitted | 
_* to—a child js always leſs expoſed to ſuffer, 
when it advances naturally; but ſhould, dan - 
* gerous ſymptoms, ſuch. as convulſions, flood-. | 


« ings, &c. enſue, it may be neceſſary to expe - 

dite the delivery... 1 think, tis MaurIczau 89 
* who inculcates a like doqrine. The attention 
« you. gave che child deſeryes commendation ; 


and believe me | 
x P c | * : 3, * 8 2 1 r >. : * 
o NJ 2 2 * 1 Rx EF &d 4+ -%.” Is e 2 wat p * uf . 4 go . 4 4 * 
1 ” $ * 


x 

: 

« 
ö. | ; 4 

* * 

. » 

p oF 
. - 
. 
: 

2 CE 5 _ + 4 ” AY * 0 
- * 4 1 
1 8 1 * & * * * © * * „ 13 ths 

* 4 > hs 1 35 * = 

k at 
: H 82 CHAPMAN 
* 
- 
— 
. 
* % 
— « 
- 
%* * 
— 
* * 


OT 0 
CHAPMAN, P. 171, relates the delivery of tO] 
women, in whom the nates offered, one was a2 
ſmall child, and far advanced; he flipped His hu - 
gers into the groin, and by aſſiſting in che pains, 
which were quick and ſtrong, delivered her at the 
third pain; the other child, Which was larger, 
and not fo far advanced, after placing the wo- 
mam in à propet poſſure, he delivered ſootling. 


Tut following cafes are from oirvand, p. 14. 
he gives one of the nates pteſeming: in which after 
waiting a conſiderable time, and not being able 
to aſcend far enough with his fitigers to be of fer- 
vice; be paſſed a bluin ock over the upper part 
of the thigh, and after feveral eſſays, drew it out. 
to the hips ; when getting out both legs, he prfb- 
ceeded to the full delivery : page too. he has 
another caſe, where the left buttöck pteſenttti; 
and not being able, with the fore finger of each 
hand, placed on each Ride of che thigh near the 
groin, to draw out the feet, he ſucceeded by put- 
ting a {oft ſtring over the end of his finger, and 

getting that up on one ſide over the thigh, aud a 
EAU CANS PI linger 


enger oh We” ether fide; dee de ting out, 
atill fixing; ir cloſe up to the hips and groin, he 
took hold of the ends chat hung out, and advi- 
ſing the wottiatt at che lume time to preſs ſtrongly 
| down; by this method he extractecl the hips anld 
legs page 224, the fame author deſcribes a de- 
livery; in which the child preſented with the 
nates,” and was delivered footling: p. 392. he 
alſo gives a caſe of a nates preſentation, where he 
paſſed his fore finger into the child's groin, and 
there beuding it, he endeavoured to bring the 
kip/ downwards ; by which method, and the 
wottian's | forcing down, he found that the child 
advanced; and after three or ſour pains brought 
out both buttocks, and then extricated the legs 
and*thighs: and p. 30g. he ſpeaks of two deli- 
veries wheie each child preſented with the but · 
rocks, the funis umbilicalis of the firſt child be- 
ing flipped down into the vagina—as he found it 
ichpoſſible to return tie funis, he thought it te- 
quiſite to haſten the delivery; he paſſed up one 
finger over the upper part of the thigh into the 
groin, and there bending it, endeavoured to draw 

the 


PBL; 
the hip outwards, at the . 9 
woman to aſſiſt by bearing ſtrongly. down; by 
this method he found the hip to advance, ſo that 
hand up on the oppofite fide, and taking care 
not to diſlocate che hip, or break the thigh. bone, 
ſoon brought out one buttock, diſengaged the 
other, drew. the body forwards to e at: | 
and dclivered the head as uſual. ene 


— 
* 


pn. rv racking > oy the. a ofth 
nates; obſerves, © that if you cannot ſucceed in 
che delivery with your hand, it is the opinion of 
ſome authors, that you muſt introduce blunt 
hooks inſtead of your fingers; which method he, 
very judiciouſly reprobates as a practice capable 
of doing much miſchief; having been ſo happy 
as to meet with no labour of this kind, but 
where he ſucceeded with his hands.“ Vide LA 
MATTE, obſ. 281. & 282; and ma obſ. 1. 
* 11. 3 | 1 sf aca So 
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* "DX. BURTON has given à caſe, where he was 
ſent” for"10's perſon, who"rhey "ſaid bad got 
very bord "ſwelling at the pit of her ſtomach, 
and couid not Ne en. At His arrival he 
. _ the child's head (che woman being within 
nn as high as the pro- 
oo enſiſrmis, "projeAting very much outwards. 
The woman vomited frequently, eſpecially if ſhe 
eat any ching ſolid, although no bigger than a 
walnut; wherefote he ordered her to take no kind 
of Wod but ſpoon meats, and s yentle opiate fot 
two or three nights; aſter which ſhe continued 
t6 che end of her term, having only now and 
then a Dight puking, or provocation to vomit; 
he told her friends that as the child's head was 
fo high up, and ſo ſtrongly com preſt' d, he did 
imagine the woman would have a preternatural 
labour, becauſe there was not room for the child 
to turn with its head downwards ; which accord - 
ingly happened as he had prognoſticated: when 
he was ſent for to deliver her, the child Preſen- 
ted- with its buttocks; he ſoon got nn and 


brought ſorch a luſty living chi. 


J. 
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by breech. cafe from dr. TATUWELL, of STAMFORD, 


- wnar: follows is from ALI, vel, g. P. 73. 
he mentions a caſe where the nales preſented; aud 
he effected the delivery with much difficulty 
with his hands only: p. JB. of the ſame volums. 
he deſcribes another caſe wherein the breech. pre- 
ſented, and the head was delivered according t 
 pavinrua's mathad: p. 77. we meet with 3 


in which the child was dead, and delivered fagtr 
ling by the hands: p. 78. the breech/preſentings 
che thighs to the iſchium low down and turned i9 
the pubis ; the child extraded by the hands: 
p. 80. the breech preſenting, and che thighs to. 
p-. 84. a caſe of the breech preſenting, and the 
delivery aſſiſted with the curve at the handle of 
the blunt hook, and a fillet or limber garter: 
p. 88. che breech. preſenting at the biim of the 
elvis, and the thighs to the left fide; delivered 
with the hands: P+ 89. the breech preſenting at h 
ie brim of the pelvis ; the child large, and the | 
thighs: to the pubis; the patient troubled with 
floodings; pavenTtEn's: method tried in vain; 


and 


tn) 

a bebe 0 bee with the hand: 
p. 91. che breech. preſented the thighs to the 
ſacrum, and the pelvis diſtorted ; delivered MF 
che hands: p. 94, the breech; preſenting, the 
pelvis narrow, and the .thighs to the pubis; the. 
child brought down; and delivered by the hand: 

p. 96. the breech preſented; the body and arms 
delivered by a midwiſe, and the head by the 
hands of the operator: p. too. the body of 4 
child delivered, and the forehead detained above 
the pubis, but delivered by the hands: p. 101. 
| che breech preſented, the child was delivered by 
the hand; a flooding came on aſier delivery, and 
the woman died: p. 102. the breech preſented; ; 
a flooding came on; after delivery; the child de- 
livered with the hands, and the woman died: 
and-103. he has given another caſe, im a letter 
from mr. avs; where the breech. preſented; and 
the delivery was effected by the hands. | 
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vpn. ASTRUC: ſays, x; as. foon as it is. certain 
that the breech, /preſents, the ſhorteſt. and moſt- 
certain way is to rupture the. membranes, diſ- 
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clus che waters," return the child back ah 
deliver it by its feet.” Some people aſſert that 
if the breech of the child is ſo ſtrongly rivetted 
in the mouth of: the- womb and fieluis, that its 
reduction would be very difficult; a labout may 
be permitted to go on in this" manner, and the 
child be delivered bent double; Which Wen 
to him, he ſays, N * ret | 
duct. | WHY 


| Nn To 


WHEN: the nates offer, 1 
to diflinguiſh+ them ftom the head, eſpecially 
whilſt they are high in the elvis, the amnion 
tumour preceding them, and are deſcending 4 
little before the. other : but after the membranes” 
are broke, and the nates are advanced near the 
middle of the'felvis, they are then known: by che 
following marks: namely, they feel ſmooth an 
fleſuy ; their form is not ſo globular as that of 
the head; and when they are preſſed hard by 
_ the point of the finger, they are found to be 
very firm, and not ſo equal in their” convexities': 
as thoſe of the bones of the ſeull when they pre 
ſent 


* 
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rn be felt,running acrals 
che daher of that part which preſents; and as, they 
Alana Lower, the external parts of generation be- 
catne fo... much | tuthified by the compreſſion 
| above, ac to. project confiderably from this ſul- 
_ 652 nay, if it is 2, male, the ſcrotum is often 
Hwelled very much, and looks livid ſor ſome 
days after the birth, but recovers its natural 
ſtate in about a week; beſides the above ſymp- 
toms, che child being compreſſed in this double 
Poßtian, as ſoon as the membrapes break, the 
Mecanjum . iſſues forth ſometimes in very large 

quantities. When the pelvis is of an ordinary * 
fize and form, the natural efforts will commonly 
bring forch the, child in his poſkiop, without 
any; remarkable difficulty, unleſs it be very large, 
or the orifice unuſually rigid; if ſo, the birth is 
extremely laborious, yet will be effected by the 
woman's endeayours. In ſome. caſes 1 have 
brought down the feet; but in moſt caſes of this 
kind, which have occurred to me, the nates have 
been lou in the pelvis, before I, could be cer- 


wn ther ut I haye thapght | it beſt to 


it; bo 11 
dere birth go on its Own way, till che legs were 
fairly out of the os vagine; by allowing it do 
proceed thus, I have never known any harm ber 


fal mother or child; nevertheleſs, I rn I had 
fill a notion of paſſing up the hand to bring 
down the feet, provided 'the orifices were open 
enough to adinit of it, and the nates diſtinguiſheq 


before any. were ackern e into the ee 
bps. . , tells us he wy 1 ot with 
dr. nunrzx upon this ſubj ect; whoſe opinion it 
was, * that it.is much ſafer, both for the mother 
and the child, to let the chill come double, than 
tobring down the feet; all the difadvantage accru- 
ing to the mother, from ſuch practice is, only a 
longer and harder Iabour; from which, how- 
ever, ſhe will recover as well as if it had been 
more eaſy; and ſhe is ſecured againſt all the 
' misfortunes that might happen from unnatural 
violence of introducing a hand, and bringing 
don the feet: : an operation, which cannot al- 
ways be done with perſect faſety; ; wich regard to 
* child, he think this the BE: method of fa- 
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child is ſo inc 
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3 
ving it, in this as well as a natural ſituation, the 


getüng the head of the child 10 paſs is the/ greateſt | 
diffcnlty: the paſſage of the head, which: comes 
into che world: firſt; may ſaſely be made the 
work of many hours; ſo, that the head gradu- 
a ally- lengthens and grows ſmaller in che ſame 


proportion; but, in the other caſe. the ; head, 
the part of great difficulty, comes into the-world 
laſt: and, when all but the head is born. the 


vel firing, ches if in remains any time in that pa- 


ſition, it will be certainly loſt; upon this ac- 


count, the operator is under a neceſſuy of finiſh- 
ing that pan ef the delivery with ſome diſpatch: 


and, in order to facilitate this laſt part, it- id | 
better that all the parts ſhould have been pre- 


viouſly well opened by natural pains”. Thus 
far dr. yunT=z—and, with all due deference, I 
ſhall beg permiſſion to obſerve; if the pelvis be 
well formed, and the woman has had many chil- 


dren, it may be right to ſuffer the fetus to gra- 
gually deſcend with the labour pains, in the 
above · 


d. with reſpect io the na · 
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| | | aboveanentioned direion ; but, in cafe ofiflped- 
| ings and ' convulſions, or n maps elite tore 
appears uo improprizty; Af balſec in 
raiſe the breech above the ſpuophyſis: of othe 
Pubes, and expetiitivuſly bring down dhe feet. 
A -prolojſus of che funis, r the oompreſſou of 
| it, either between che »thighs of the child, qx 
between that and any pat of che peluis by 
| | which che life of dhe child is brought imo m- 
- mediate danger, by the impoſſibility of redutiag 
che enbru eee eee will 
| 15D 260 His. Uebe nnen 
Mt I iel oi 9199 320 Mag. 
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{ YO UNG martied lady; im the fourth 

worn op pregnuney wich ker rt child, in the 


year 176g. complainecl of pain arid heat in 


malling water; thirſt,” fever, and loſs of appe- 
tite; her complexion- became pale and fickly 2 
ſhe'” Had ſcetid diſcharges from the vagina, 
which tiriged* ber linen of a greeniſh hue; the 
labin were ſwelled, hard and inflamed; ſhe had 
exereſcences in the groin, and the nymphe were 
much enlarged. The inſection was too plain to 
be miſtaken; beſides, the frank confeſſion of her 
partner, left no room to doubt of the complaint, 
or ſuppoſe it to have ariſen from the” fluor albus; 


to which it had, à few days before I ſaw her, 


18 — by a neighbouring apothecary, to 
whom 
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whim ere A # had elapſed 


- fince the virus was received; her habit of body | 


was good; her mind, though uneaſy, not extra» 
ordinarily diftreſſed ; and her reſolution obligingly 


formed to obey my advice and directions. I pro- 
cteded to the cure, by taking nine ounces of 


blood from the arm, directing a ſlender regimen, 


and giving cooling aperients, to keep the body 
gently lax; at the ſame time adviſing; ihe parts 
affected to be cleanſed with a ſpunge of warn, 


mill and water, twice or thrice in a day; by 


which means, the heat and inflammation, in a 
ſew days, were much abated: and every third, 
night, at bed time, the patient took a pill, contain 
ing three grains of calomel, two of ſcammony,'two, 
of camphire, and half a grain of opium, occaſions: 
ally, uſing aperients on the intermediate days. At 
the end of a month, the diſeaſe appeared ſo to- 
tally ſubdued, that ſhe had not one veſlige of 
it remaining; yet, as a neceſſary precaution, I 


thought it adviſeable to give her fix. ounces 


of the decoction of Jerjeperit, to be taken 
twice 


3 1481 
a 4 diy, e u mene dagen when le 


was entirely leſt off; and ſhe went her full 
ume, Without any further complaitt, had an 
een eee ee 
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RN 1. 3 Tidavtve! in ths: wn volume of 
medical obſervations and enquiries, has - pubs 
liſhed the caſe of à pregnant woman, affected by 
the lurs venkren, whom he telieved by virtue of 
4 ſolution of che corrofive ſublimate; twenty 
grains had been diffolved in a pint of Non 
bratidy; of Which he gave her half a ſpoonful 
at firſt every night only, and afterwards every 
night, beſides uſing a lotion, diluted with four 
times its quantity of warm water, as a topical 
remedy for ſome venereal warts about the anus 
and perineum: he adds, ſhe was taken in labour 
at the end of ſeven months of a very ſmall 
child, whoſe „Kin was clear and free from ble- 
miſh: it was, he ſays, no unuſual thing to her - 
to be thus prematurely delivered; as with her 
two. former children ſhe had been brought to-bed 
K at 


1 40 0 „ 
at leaſt «fix. weeks ſooner than. ſhe, ſhould hows. 
been. The remains of the venereal virus broke | 

out again, about fix weeks after, her delivery, and 
was entirely ſubdued by a continuance of the, 
ſolution: he mentions another caſe, inwhich the 
patient was infected in the firſt month of her firſt. 
pregnancy, and, cured, he ſays, by dhe ſame 
medicine; but the likewiſe, unfortunately, came. 
about the end of the ſeventh month; the child 
was born alive, but looked diſeaſed, and died 
in an hour or two.—Qn the, whole, the ſolution _ 
of corrolive ſublimate ſeems, in this caſe, to. be 
a good palliative; and, from the above e 
but little farther to be Re 4 
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an a LETTER To Tus Lars. 
JR. COLIN MACKENZIE., 


© DEAR SIR, © | e 
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* fatigue of one of the moſt melancholy cafes + 


that can happen in WIT EAT, I embrace the - 
« firſt opportunity of | giving you a circum- 

« ſtantiat' detail thereof, as follows — The mo- 

* ther is of very ſmall ftature, "deformed, and 
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of body, which has been 
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6s a boured under ric ketty diſorders in her 15 1 
" fancy, and is of a very lax and a e | 


& * * + 4 ©4 


pregnancy to a ſlate of wedbainls; — 
extreme indigence of her circumſtances. About 


« four months ſince ſhe inſarmad me of her de- 


a *« fire that I ſhould attend her labour; which, 
from the deformity. of her ſhape, debility of 


* conſtitution, and depreſſion of ſpirits, I was 


s induced to prognoſticate would not prove the 
- # moſt favourable, and therein was not decei- 


ved. On the 19th inllant I received a mel» 
„ ſage to attend her; and, upon examination, 


% found the os tince very high up. inclining to 


« the left fide, ſhort, and a little moiſt, but its 
aperture entirely cloſed: upon which, after in- 
forming the. atiendapts that ber yncaſineſs did 
not proceed; from labour, and giving her a 
paregoric I leſt ber, On the 19th./ about gle 
ven in the evening, I received a ſecond. aps 
plication. and coming to her found the 0s Zines, 


till very, high up, moſt to the left fide, hut a 


nnn INCE elcer 
6 ft e 


Tu 
* could In feel W 


opening; che pains were weak, and returned 
" at intervals of about an hour. As there was 
every probability of 2 lingering labour, and 
che patient was extremely depreſſed and reſt» 
* leſs, I gave her an anodyne draught, and ad» 
viled her to be undreſſed and put into bed, 
« which was done; and foon after finding her 
'* afleep, about nine in the evening I leſt her; 
«« I was not called again till twelve che nent day, 
ben I attended, and found the pains, in- 
+ creaſed, the os tinca opened to near the 
* breadth of an half crown, and a formation. of 
'* the waters, in a-ſmall bag, protruding through 
* it,” I now patiently ſat down, and took every 
* care to prevent her being too much fatigued, 
The pains were but flight, and recurred about 
every twenty minutes or half hour, at fartheſt, 
till near nine o clock the following morniug. 
+ when the membranes broke, the waters were 
evacuated, the pains grew. ſtronger, and the 
de eee full vn Wee the pelvis. Þ 
* ** began 
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E 5 
vo began to aws the event would be much hap- 
pier than Thad before expefted; but was Urine 
to find the head uncommonly large, and m 
no advance, though the pains were ſtrong and 
_ « forcible. Upon further examination, 1 diſcove- 

"red thevertebre of the ſacrum conſiderably jetting 
ing; fo that the diftance between the Pubis and 
Wo ſacrum could not be more than three” inches, 
There was a great laxity of the bones of the 
„head, which preſented with che ear to the os 
* tintæ. I concealed my ſurprire as much as 
* poſſible; had it frequently i in idea to endea- 
: «your to turn the child, and deliver footling ; 
but from the large ſixe of the head, and the 
* narrownefs of the pelvis, was deterred from 
attempting it; and after waiting twefity hours 
from the rupture of the membranes; and the pa- 
tient becoming low, weak, and often fainting, aud 
the women rather violent and clamorous, I fig- 
* 4 nificd; that they could but be fenfible how much 
* patience and tenderneſs Thad uſed, and had left 
- much to nature as was ſafe; that the life 
| . 66 of 


e anprobong).che, child wh windy 


1 
olf be wecher was now in the e danger 
„and chat. 1 muſt, proceed in ſuch a manner as 
« to. ſave her - life, if poſſible, _ as that, of the 
„child as of dhe leaſt conſequence; beſides; 


dead: and was the more confirmed in that opi- 
„nion, from the cold chills which ſeized the 


* mother, che dark colour of che liquor anni, 


« and, a putrid ſtench ariſing. from the ulerus. 
7 e gags were ; ſatisfied. with my deter- 
« mination; and as the head was low enough 
- a its ſituation aſcertained, I had the 
voman placed in a proper poſition, and with 
« ſome. difficulty after gaining admiſſion ſor 
one hand, introduced a blade of the forceps; 
but in vain were my efforts to get the other 
up on the oppolite fide; upon which, I with- 
grew weaker and weaker, and the women con- 
** cluded her at the verge of death, turned all 
7 Fas thoughts to the crotchet, and was reſolved 

to make eaten. by opening the head, 


1 0 1 1 
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boot (eiſars into the vagina, wich their points 
* carefully | guarded, perforated the kran, 
* with a boring kind of motion,” ein hey had 


„ paſſed up to the tings, which the * ſciffars 
« were made with inſtead of refts, to prevent 
any contauſion the foſt parts of the woman 
© might otherwiſe ſuffer, in time of uſing them; 
made a full opening in the crantum, and eva- 
„ euated the brain with the blunt hook, with 
© which 1 endeavoured to deliver the hend; but 
„ ſtate of the womam admitting of no delay, 1 
a fixed both crotchets, and with᷑ much force'and 

* difficulty made the © extraltion of the head, 
wich the face to the fubis,” The inſtruments 
«/appeared to have been applied exaBly behind each 
4 ear; the ſhoulders-oceafiontd me much obſtruc- 
„tion, and were delivered with che blutit hock, 
* alternately applied under each arm pit, and the 
body, with difficulty, followed. On examining 
dhe head, the' opening with the ſciſſars appeared 

to have been made thro the right parietal bone, 
5 „The 


2442.1 
» „The patient, during che whole of this diſtreſ- 
„ ſing proceſs, remained i in a fainting | fit. The 
A * Placenta was delivered foon after the, child; ; 
4 « when, it was a matter, "of doubt with every 
done io the room, whether the, woman was. dead 
7 or alive. She flooded, and. the pulſe yas not 
« perceptible. I applied ligatures to the, extre- 
mities, and dipping, a ſpunge i in red wine, in 
„which alum was diſſolved, introduced, my 
8. « hand, and ſqueezed | it out, into the vagina; ; 
„at che lame time, external reſti igerant applica- 
* cations were not omitted, and, in a few mi- 
92 nutes, 1 had che ſatisfaction to ee the poor 
q ' wretch, open her eyes; che pulſe retumed, but 
* was very weak; her lis 1 looked leſs lid, and 
« hrccaglabied of pain, Seo the tightneſs of the 
e round her arms and legs; 1 gently 
„ flackened them, and gave, her ſome layender 
dxops upon ſugat; a fainting fit returning, the li. 
** gatures were again tightened ; the pulſe was again 
* almoſt imperceptible ; ſhe fell into a doze, and a 
« warm perſpiration coming on, the pulſe became 
9 Rronger, and the ligatures were taken off. 1 
L = NS. 
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1 h ber ſome time, gave her 4 "id 


a ' draught, with a "few drops of elixir paregori- 


« cum, and took my leave, Yeſterday morning . 
I viſited her, and was pleaſed to find that fhe 


6 bad flept moſt part of the night, and the faint- 


1 ing fit and flooding had not returned. "This 
6 morning I have ſeen her again, and, except 


1 ſlight pains which ſhe complains of bigh up 


« 3 in the belly, ſhe has no one ſymptom of dan- 
« ger. There is rather too great a tenſion of 
che abdomen, for which 1 have ordered 

10 emollient fomentation: ſhould hefe pains pro- 
" « ceed from any injury done che uterus, 'E he 
66 her ſituation may be gil far r rom Lon 


[4 »1 
11 


af ratz che liberty of en recommend - 
10 ing this cafe to your kind conſideration; and ; and 
* ſhall duly eſteem the wy of your "he 
* fer. 


«1 am, c.“ 


„P. 8. rar 


{ 1s 1 , 
PS. Ar, Chat is your opinion of the 
„H- A-T TE and vrrr of MAURICHAU. 1 
© have lately got an Eudfsn tranſlation of pa 
« vexrun's towireny, Your a on 
vim N _ me.“ 


— „ = o a . - # F 
= 
# $ 7 : of 4 5 f g : 
- * 0 4 + .F - $. 4 8 + . wh $7 
F - * 
x C I F ; | 
+ PS © : * x þ 5 - 
* 8 8 33 n 27 : 
W > 
* 4 
1 } \ . 4 
* EAR vin, 


Tune n ende unities 

« offer in uh] EAT. The manner of treating 
* good; it was a long, diſagreeable, and tireſome 
„labour. The forceps not ſucceeding by gentle 
„ means, you did right in opening the head, and 
* the circumſtances of the cafe juſtified the 
" * operation; eſpecially, as you had evident figns 
IL. 2 wy 


« of the child's death. It has been the opi- 
nion of many £N6L15H and FRENCH authors, 


44 bours, when the vertex has firſt offered 7 but in 


« all the difficult ones I have attended, where 


the head has preſented, the ear was the 


part next the 0s tince, It is very ſeldom” a 


% Jabour can require the uſe. of inſtruments, and 
they ought never to be haſtily uſed. Some 
os finces will take much longer time for dila- 
* tation than others, Patience is a venerable 
" maxim, particularly in the profeſſion of m1D- 
_ * wIFERY. LA MOTTE had this virtue in great 
perfection, and was commendable for ſubmit- 
ting ſo much to providence, and the deciſion 
'® of nature; who, when ſhe- finds a difficulty 
attending the excluſion of the fetus, will ſome- 
* times take two, three, four, or even five or ſix 


days, to prepare the paſlage, by lubricating it 


„with a mucus; (a wiſe. proviſion, without 
* which, more births would be laborious than 
there are) and then will make her laſt 
© effort with the utmoſt force; which is gene- 

| nn ah 


"EFT 

« rally very deciſive, unleſs the child ſhould be 
too large, preternaturally ſituated, or the pelvis 
too parrow. The former practice of turn 
ing the child, and bringing it away by the 
** feet, when the head has been confined in the 
vagina, is now diſcarded, and the forceps, 
* which is always preferable to the fillet, ſubſti- 
« tuted in its ſtead. The crotchet ſhould ever 
be uſed with the greateſt caution. You was 
® acquainted with the width of the pelvis, other- 
* wiſe your operation might not have turned 
„out fo favorable, A great care ſhould be 
taken in the delivery, that the uterus is not 
4 torn; ſhould that be the caſe, it is not one 
„ time in an hundred that the woman ſurvives. 
They formerly uſed the ſtrait crotchet ; but the 
« curved one is the moſt uſeful, being in- 
troduced under the direction of the hand, and 
„ fixt behind the ear; one crotchet, in general, 
« will do with the hand paſſed up the oppoſite 
« fide to aſſiſt it, when the pulling force is made. 
Should this not ſucceed, two crotchets muſt 
be uſed. The wrrr and TIRE-A-TETE f 

L 3 „* MAURICEAU, 


* 78 1 
% MAURICEAY; ate but of little uſe; although, 
* he affirms his 1tüx- u to be incompara · 
©: bly. better chan the grotchet, — DayaNTIN's. 
« book is authentic, and may be depended on.— 
« L dare ſay your patient will do well, -Go on 
4 and proſper ; and believe me, with all Waden 
8 ns 46 a io 


ions treats. of laborious and difficult las. 
bours, book iii, chap. —MAuBLcEAu, p. 1 g · 
and DAVENTER, chap. 27.—GIFFARD, caſe 161. 
ſpeaks: of a delivery, where the head preſented, 
and ſtuck in the paſſage, from the bending in of 
the os. ſacrum: caſe 188. he gives another in» 
Nance, where the head being too large, ſtuck in 
che paſſage: and caſe 199, another, where the 
ſule of the head preſenting firſt, the face of the 
child being turned towards the mother's right os 
um, was in a like predicament: his caſes 1953. 
& 196. deſcribe. two deliveries, where the chil · 
dren, preſented with the head foremoſt, which alſo 
fuck, in the paſſage: wa. caſes 198, 199, 200, 
& 201. 


5 1 19 _ 

% 201. contain a es in all which, 
as well as in many others, be ſucceeded by the 
uſe of his zu rMAc ron; @ print, and expliha- 
tion af chat inſtrument, as improved by the late 
mr. FREKE, ſurgeon to sr. BARTHOLOMEW'S 
HOSPITAL, is prefixed to his caszs in wmip- 
WIrE EY; reviſed and publiſhed in 1 o 
EDWARD N M. D. & r. l. 6. 


: 4 a F | edferenion of 14 Morth's, 
p. 0: and àsrADd, p. 98. very judiciouſiy 
expatiates on the diſſiculties which proceed from 
oa Spies a pra | 


_ m8, ran in his treatiſe of MIDWIFERY, peaks 

in an experienced manner of the extraordinary 
fize of the head; the narrow or bad form of the 
bones of ihe pevis, of the head being fixed in 
the ns and eee Hts —_ 


DR. sur Lin, ul . ts bende bb 
occafioned by the large fize of the child, and 


ba OT of the pelvis, in which he deli- 
L4 vered 


ef 


"M 8. 1 
A id ide ber üs 2h e kent iche: 
rious caſe; the head being low, he attempted 
Arlt to turn, and tried the fillet, but was obliged 
to deliver with” the crotchet, the child being 
dead, and che abdomen ſwelled; he relates a third 
laborious caſe; where the head of the child was 
high in a narrow pelvis, and delivered with the 
hand and blunt hook or crotchet: a fourth labo- 
rious caſe, in a very narrow and diflorted pel- | 
vis; in Which the child was delivered with the 
curved crotchet with its ſheath, to guard the 
point: a fifth, where the pelvis was narrow, and 
the child large, and delivered with two croichets: 
a fixth, where the pelvis was narrow, the head 
Marge, and delivered with the crotchet: a ſeventh, 
where the delivery was effeded by the erotchet; 
an eighth, in which the head of the fetus was 
high in the pelvis, and prematurely delivered 
with the crotchet: a ninth and tenth, two caſes, 
| wherein the crotchet was employed: an eleventh, 
where the head was prematurely opened by a practi- 
tioner: a twelfth, in which he was obliged to deli- 
ver with the aſſiſtance of the ſharp and blunt 
crotchets: 


| 14 61 1585 | | * 
eratchets ; a thirteenth, where the arin and head 
of the, fatus | rireſented ; the laſt opened, and 
delivered with the forceps: a fourteenth, in which 
che delivery was aſſiſted by the crotchets, after 
che forceps had been tried in vain: a fifieenth, 
here the delivery was effected by the crotchets : 
a Gxteenth, where the patient was delivered by 
the crotchet : a ſeventeenth, in which the child 
was extracted piece · meal. with the ſciſſars and 
blunt hooks: and an eighteenth, where the head 
was delivered with the crotchet: — dr. joansoN 
ay, he ſaw a pelvis, of ſo. ſmall a fize, though 
very well ſhaped; as to meaſure, only four 
inches between the ilia, and ſcarcely two and 
a half from the angle of the ſacrum to the 
ſmphifis. of che pubes: a mature child (aſter an 
experienced and very ingenious operator had 
uſed his utmoſt endeavours to ſave it as well as 
the mother) was obliged: to be extracted through 
this pelvis by the crotchet: he alſo deſcribes a 
beluis in dr, nunTzr's muſeum, of a moſt parti- 
cular conſtruction and diſtortion; and another in 
the ſame reſpectable collection, extremely de- 
400 | formed, 


Amt 


"[ *8 '] 
: formed, and ſo very ſmall, that the wideſt part 
of the brim is not above an inch; he avers, the 
«whole ſtructure of it to be apparently oppoſite 
to the means of procreation : and likewiſe relates 
the cafe of a poor woman, to whom dr. xzLLY 
was called by mr. vond, a ſurgeon, in 10 
LANE, SOUTKWAR&; the pelvis, from the pro- 
jection of the ſacrum, to the ſymphifis of the 
pubes, could not, he ſays, be more than the 
diſtance of two inches; it was thought adviſe- 
able to make a free opening in the crantum, eva- 
cuate its contents, and then leave it to collapſe 
and ſettle into the pelvis gradually, which 
was done, and the next day, the head was 
found fo far advanced, as to be brought fonh 
in a little time, with the help of the blunt 
| hook; which was alſs employed for the deli- 
very of the ſhoulders. — I have to obſerve, that 
che method uſed with this woman, might be 
| taken, with ſome degree of ſaſety, and the delivery 
thus treated, rendered more eaſy by the gradual 
deſcenſon of the head into the pelvis; eſpeei- 
ally, as the patient was in no immediate danger ; 


1 18 7 : 
but in the caſe, which occurred to me as above, 


no advantage whatever could have been expedted, 
from. waiting any length of time. aſtet the eva- 
cuation of the cranium: on the contrary, in the : 
weak and dangerous ſtate, to which my patient was | 
reduced, ſuch ſuſpenſion muſt have proved fatal, 
—The narrowneſs or diſtortion of the pelvis, is 
univerſally allowed to cauſe the moſt difficult and 
dangerous parturition for when the brim of the 
pelvis, which ſhould meaſure .five inches and a 
half from fide to fide, and about four and a 
quarter from ſacrum to pubis; in its ſtead, we 
unhappily meet with a diſtance of, perhaps, only 
one inch and a half, two inches, or at moſt, not 
more than three from fide to fide; and the nar- 
rowneſs is confined to the brim, or the pelvis, in 
this part, be well proportioned, and the lumbar 
vertebra project over the ſacrum, as in the caſe 
contained in my laſt letter, and the child be too 
bulky to paſs—deſtruQive inſtruments, to dimi- 
niſh the ſize of the head, muſt be uſed; a diſ- 
agreeable neceſſity, wherein the length of time, 
between the evacuation of the cranium and its 
| total 


0%) 0 
total FI FIN can only be bid by the 
ſlate of the patient : : intenſely affecting, as/ ſuch 
operations muſt ever prove how comparatively 
leſs horrid and dangerous do they appear, than | 
the caſarian ſeclion. or the new operation of cut- 
ting the  ſmphiſis of the Pulis, at which I ſhud- 
der; - and mean neither to offend or cenſure the 
ingenious advocates for this moſt extraordinary 
operation, when 1 take the liberty to declare, that 
1 can never think favorably of it: and much 
to be revered, as all difcoveries, for preſerving 
the lives of our fellow creatures are; this appears 
to be one of thoſe, whoſe ſafety and general uti- 


lity, 1 am of opinion, will not ſoon cſtabliſh 
and confirm its practice. 
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HE ninth of Mar, 1763. I . to 
aa a patient, whoſe labour had continued 
three ſucceſſive days and nighis; ſhe had been 
attended by a woman «midwife, who had fre · 
without effe& : ſhe appeared anxious and much 
depreſled, and the women worn out with the 
fatigue of long attendance: after waiting about 
twenty minutes, and taking che advantage of a 
light pain, I examined her, and found the os 
tince high up againſt the ſacrum, almoſt out of 
reach, rigid, and but little dilated. The woman 
had a very pendulous belly, was of a large make, 
corpulent, and had borne ſeyeral children; with 
every one of whom I; was informed, -ſhe had 
ſuffered à long and tedious labour. Aſter aſſu- 


ring 


regular and powerful, and returned home. About 


44+ 


ring the attendants that much time would be ni 
required, before there could be any poſſibility of 
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her an opiate, and diſmiſſed them; then deſired 


the midwife not to leave her, but to flay and ſend 
_ for me again as ſoon. as the-pains became more 


fix in the evening of the next-day, I obeyed a 
| below: the brim of the pelvis; but the os tines, 
though much dilated; was ſtill too much inclined 
io the ſacrum. I placed the patient on her fide, 
wich her head low, and her breech and legs raiſed 
up; and in this manner delivered her in leſs than 

an hour by the natural efforts by pulling gently 
at the ſunis, in time of pain, it ſepatated from the 
placenta, and came away; but as nouterine hæmor- 
rhage enſued, I did not, for the preſent, think it 


adviſeable to paſs up my hand for its extraction ; 


after waiting, however in vain, for more chan 
two hours, with a view to know the cauſe of its 
retention, I OE it gently into the vagina; 

but 


b 
8 
q 
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but finding dhe contration of the womb o 
great, as not to admit of my two fore fingers, 
deferred all farther attempts ; and thought it 
the molt” rational practice to truſt to natute's 
expulfioh of the plarenta; which happened in 
les an thee" bam dee de b ofthe 
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Min — are ae by ale 
cal authors, 'as arilitg from the retention of 
the placenta; but I Rope to be juſlified in the 
practice of leaving! it to the expulflon of natute; 
eſpecially where there is a fadden and Arong con · 
ſtriction of the uterus, and no hemorrhage enſues, 
rather than run the riſk of a fotcible extraction, 
from which, much miſchief may be dreaded. 
There can be no doubt, but the ill fituation of 
the womb occalioned the great delay of labour 
in this caſe, ſomething ſimifar to which are 
cHArMaAn's th. and 6th. caſes — bavzwrzz 
is the firſt author we meet with,” who treats 
of the womb of women with child, -or in 


8 4 

child. bed, en and ue Vide 
his book, pid . % EDS 10) JA 6" 
3: a 756.4::4 , Tha eee 
3 » 1g. pin likewiſe PR largely 
on this, ſituation of the womb: and dr. yuazon, 
P. 172. and obſ. 18. has done the ſame.— The 
_ oblique polition of the uterus, a topic ſo ſtrenu- 
ouſly ſupported by many other authors, unleſs 
occaſioned by the pendulous belly; its general 
cauſe, or particular ill conſormation of che pelvis, 
ſeems to me, to be merely hy potheſis and conjec- 
ture, and cannot, I believe, i in any other caſes, yp 

fairly. faid to en the courſe of. WP, 
px. BURTON; ry ng by. A oo curious 
experiment, how ſoon the womb will contract 
again; and declares, the contraction of it in 
{ome women, to be ſo ſudden and ſo firong, as 
ſcarce to be credited, but by ſuch as have expe- 
rienced it; page 132. he relates, a caſe, where 
the funis had been broke by the midwife, in at- 
tempting to deliver the placenta, which was re- 
tained by the wy comraQion of the uterus, 
which 


po... 
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which gare him greater ee e e 
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3 is produced from the following authority: 
GIFFARD, in caſes 107, * 127. lays, 4 that 
being called in an hour after delivery, he found 
the os uteri ſo .contrafted, that he could not 
readily introduce two fingers, and, that it was 
with difficulty he introduced his hand: caſe 134. 
he declares. the os uteri was ſo contraſted i in half 
an hour, that i it was with difficulty he introduced 
his hand into the womb: caſe 74. he ſays he 
was called i in ten hours after the birth, of the firſt, 

and two hours aſter that of the ſecond of twins; 
and, yet the os uteri was ſo contradted, that he 
was obliged to dilate it gradually : caſe 92. he 
ayers, that 1 in a few hours after the delivery, he 

could ſcarce introduce his hand i into the uterus; 


A 1 


and, when introduced, the womb was fo con- 


rated, that he Fours nat readily move his 


1 ___ MAURICEAU, 
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„ 
© MAURICEAU, obſ. 304. fays,/ in three: kin 
Sew delivery, he has found the os uteri ſo con- 
tracted, that he could not introduce his hand 
| into the womb; and obſ. gg6, he alſo mentions 
i | a perſon-who miſcarried in the ſixth month of her 
left in the womb,” and beſore he got to her, the 
os uteri was ſo contracted, that he could not in- 
odge his nd into the womb. ec 


= 14 norrz, obſ. 358. & 363. alfs tells us, 
that i in ten or twelve hours after the birth of the 
child, he has ſound the os uteri fo contracted. 
chat it was with difficulty he could introduce his 
hand, being obliged to dilate it gradually: and 
further, obl. 359. & 363. declares, that in 
fifteen or ſixteen hours he has found the os uteri 
ſo contracted, that he was forced to dilate it by 
degrees; and mentions one caſe, where two other 
tubes had dens 8 0 Wk ld Jan 
and yet he could only introduce four fingers into 
the womb—perhaps, a more remarkable taſe, 
than the following, in regard to the particular 
contraclion of the uterus, has ſeldom occurred ta 
any one Pony whatever. CASE 


Mas. 1 delivered of her firſt child, 
MARCH the 2d, 1762 a midwife was with her, who 
broke the funis in attempting to deliver the pla- 
centa: I was immediately ſent for, but found it 
iimpraktieable to” paſs my hand into the uteru; 
che placenta therefore remained, CIO deli- 


wen an the third ry after the child. G4 D900 


0 her ſecond labour, which 8 
sion 576, y Age dns Be- 
| ſpoke; ſhe had a very quick time; but the pla- 
centa, notwithſtanding ſhe had very ſtrong after- 
- pains, was not to be moved by pulling at the 

funis, and remained till the ſecond day at night, 
when it came away with a licle pain, as ſhe was 
making water. 


M 2 | m 


1.0. 1 „ 
ix her third labour, on the 4th of joy, 
1766. I again attended her, when ſhe had nearly 
livery of the child 1 had the curioſity to exa- 
mine the os uteri, which I found fo much 
contradted, ab not to admit my two fingers: 
the placenta was therefore again left, and ” 
away eee the thitd fl * 
ru ROE time. el har! being in 8 
on the 17th of 1avevsr; 1769 when, being at a 
great diſtance from home, 'a midwife was. called 
in, and ſhe had a fine natural delivery of the 
child; but as ihe placenta gave the midwife much 
trouble, and ſhe declared ſhe could not gain it, 
ſent for, who ſtrove in vain to introduce his 
Land into the uterus; but found it ſo much con- 
trated, that his trials were in vain, and the pla- 
centa remained till the third day, when it came 
away as the woman was at ſtool. 
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a Gkh cid, the 25th. of nnoruana,. 
1769, Liattended het; ſhe had a very eaſy la- 
nme na wheel; aud 
W eee Add 
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AND j her dach labour L was wither, when 
the child was ſoon delivered, but the after-birth 
remained undelivered till the third day, when it | 


was'expelled by a ſtrong pain; this was on the 


32785 "off un 775. ſince TOs time ſhe has 


- DR, EXTON, caſe 15. gives a remarkable ac- 
count of à delivery: where, immediately, after 

the birth of the child, the mouth of the womb 

was ſo ſtrongly contracted, that he could, by no N 
means, introduce even a finger into it; and | 
believes that it would ſooner have broke than 
yielded to his fingers: deſcribes it by the feel, to 

be like a purſe ſtrongly drawn up; and declares, 
he has met with this ſpaſmodic contraction of 
che os uteri, four or five times in his praftice.— 
Practice and obſervation muſt ever clearly 
Mg evince | 


e ich: dee win fog fide EN 
ing the: : (without led theteto by the flood- 
ing of the patient.) Bad conſequences, möſt un- 
doubtedly, very often follow from the retention 
of the placenta; but the flow and ſpontaneous 
expulſion of nature, I candidly ſubmit to the 
notice of every ingenious practitioner, as being 
ever more ſafe in its conſequences, than the 
haſty or forcible extraction of it; which I have 
known, more than once, attended with many 
diſadvantages, and even. to have proved fatal. 
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E eee was „ delivered. on A ys of + 
mar, 1764. of à child, by a midwiſe : wh, 
after waiting twelye hours, and finding it impoſ- 
ſible to deliver the. placenta, ſent ſor me; ſhe had 


made the woman very hot and feveriſh, by uſing | 


too much force to dilate the os uteri; which, upon 


examination, I found ſo much contracted, that 


it were injurious to attempt the dilatation of it; I 
therefore contented myſelf, by enjoining reſt and 
giving her, every four hours, three ſpoonfuls of a 
neutral mixture, and left her till the next day; in 
the evening of which, I was informed, that the 
placenta had been ſpontaneouſly expelled by a pain, 
as the patient turned round in her bed no ill con- 
* enſued from its retention, and the wo- 
* 4 : man 
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man ſoon recovered, 1 attended the ſame wo- 
man in | the 8 went wes 1771 on. 
common debility had been TIP! 35 ks wal 
rits were flagged, and ſhe was much reduced ; 
but as the preſentation was fair and natural, I 
contented myſelf with ſupporting her patience, 
by ſoohing perſualions and proper medicine, 
not doubting, but we ſhould find, in the end, an 
eaſy and happy determination; and herein I was 
not diſappointed, for by theſe means ſhe acquired 
a competent reſolution: and the labour, -after 
many days and nights, having been flow and 
tedious, ended in the moſt natural and favorable 
iſſue, and no OY cee attended ths 
e eee ee 


0. Joy AY Hi ins 
woman, who was in labour, and could get 
uo aſſiſtance to deliver her; upon which, 1 
made what haſte T could to her, and found ber 
in great extremity; the pains were very ſtrong, 
and 1 bad not been wich her more than twenty 
minutes before ſhe was delivered of the child; 
but after waiting near an hour, and not finding 
the placenta i in the leaft deſcend, I began to con- 
elude that it adhered to the uterus; but the wo- 
man informing me fhe had had fix children, 


and that the aſter birth had never moved, till 


two days after: I immediately, by the direction 
of the funts, examined the flate of che os in- 


ternum, which was ſo much contrafted, as 
ſcarcely t9 admit the point of my finger;. 1 


| | 
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therefore left the placenta, which ſeparated, and 
was en of itſelf on the ſecond big from 
ſoever. | 5 


DR. OULD endeayours to ſhew, that the os uteri 
is not capable of ſo ſpeedy a contraction, as it is 
generally imagined; but the foregoing caſes are 
ſtubborn facts to the contrary ; and, that it will 
ſometimes ſurprizingly contract immediately * 
che ene of the n, is incontrovertible. 


DR. n p- N tak 4 ee 
dinary contraction of the uterus, in half an hour 
atter che birth; he ſays it ſormed into ſo mall a 
ring, that at firſt he could paſs but two fingers: 
and, although he endeavoured to dilate it gra- 
dually, in order to inſinuate the others, one 
by one; yet the ſtricture was ſo firm, as to 
occaſion difficulty in paſſing the hand: how- 
ever, by perſiſting, he gained admiſſion / with 
ſafety, and found the placenta, with ſome, of the 
chorion, round its edges. adhering to the Fundus 

| uteri; 


= 


1 99 I | 
wet; he ſeparated the adheſion gradually, and 
_— San 0 das vis9 na mon 
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IN 1 en caſes, forcible dilatation, . I 
2 only be juſtified by preſent, exigencies; and, 


as ini. this inſtance, no very preſſing occaſion ap- 


peared for introducing the hand, it were more ras 
tional, I ſhould think, to have truſted to nature. 


i ſome future caſes, (as well as the forego- 
ing relative to the placenta) which makes a part 
of this publication, occaſion will ſhew, that the 
immediate delivery of the placenta, is not, in 
general, of that importance, which many inge- 
nious and experienced writers have taken upon 
themſelves to avow, that nature, in the human, 
as well as the brute ſpecics, where no force is 
ever thought of, is equally kind and effectual, 
and, that where the ſeparation within a given time, 
is not effected, but little is to be dreaded; and, 
likewiſe that much leſs danger in general attends 
the leaving of it, than in forcible attempts to re- 5 
lie ve it by the hand; notwithſtanding all this, 1 do 
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not take upon me to deny the 
from an eaſy and timely ſeparation of the 
centa; which is ever to be preferred, provided 
it be natural, and no uſed in making 


the extraction; which, I think, we may ever 


confine as a matter of neceſſity to 
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tines, d - by dropfical children; with 
one of which ſhe had been delvwered wih 
the crotchet by a man- midwife, her other two 
children were kydyocepkalons when born, and 
died ſoon afterwards 3 ſack was the general” hil- 
tory of the patient, which gave me little room to 
midwife had been ſome hours in waiting, who 
thought her in labour; but as the os tince was 
wiljon, and chielly confined to the abdomen: 1 
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| pronounced chem to be of the cholic Kidd, 
gave her a rhubarb draught, with a few drops of 
tint. thebaica, . which... ſoo 
and I was not applied to again till about four in 
the morning of the 18th of Manch. The 
pains were now genuine, returned at regular 
periods, Sd the os tince began to dilate; the- 
labour was ſlow in its progreſs till twelve o'clo, 
at night, when the membranes broke, and the 
retumed ſaſler. and were more forcing; yet, the 
child's head continued high up at the brim of the 
elvis. and felt ſoſter han it uſually does; but by 
the long continued ſorce of the pains it deſcended 
lower down, ſo that I could diſcover the bones 
at a great diſtance from. each other, and feeling 
looſe and yielding to che touch, with an uncom- 
mon width of the ſontanel, ſo that there was no 
doubt of the diſorder; however, being willing io 
try the pains, I waited three hours longer ; when 
they ſuddenly became more feeble, and the woman 
being ſeized with a ;fyncope, I thought it advile- 
able that the delivery ſhould be attempted; Turm- 
jvg che child appeared too dangerous and diffi- 
D ice a cult, 


n.. procured her eaſe, 


n 1 CR "CS 
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S' 


_. 1 wg } 
cult, and the ule” of the forceps, conſidering the 
ſmallueſs of the pelvis; and the diſorder, as well 
as [diſtant | ſituation of the head, I thought i 
moſt: prudent to decline, - leſt 1 ſhould loſe 


time, by being foiled in my operation; beſides, 
from che fetid ſmell of the liquor amnii, there 


was great reaſon to think the child was dead; 
the patient being cherefore placed in a proper 


poſition, I cautiouſly introduced the long fſcif- 


perforated the cranium ; from whence (with 
part of the cerebrun) iſſued, a great quantity of 


turbid water, which ſmelt very offenſive. 1 foon 


after paſs'd up my hand, and fixing my fingers 
in the opening, with ſome difficulty brought 
down the head, and effected the delivery of the 
child, which appeared to have been ſome time 
dead. I have once ſinee attended the ſame wo- 
man in a lingering labour, where the child was 
very ſmall, and born alive, by the natural ef- 
forts; but had an hydrocephalous diſorder, and 
nne a few days: and the woman herſelf, 

e LS: Jef OOO died of the 
droply, | MAURI- | 


| [ 204 1 

-- MAURIGRAU, ſpeaking. of che method to al 
| ver- a woman, when the child in the womb has 
x dropheal head, adviſes the making of an aper- 
tart in the cramium i to eviicuate its contents, altho 
the: child be livisg : But a8 chis practice muſt 
evet ĩuevitably deſtroy the child, the judicious 
practitioner, | I preſume, will not do it until, 
upon mature deliberation; the child's deſtruction 
Wall appear abſolutely unavoidable, to fave its 
mother; on the other hand, it may indeed be 
urn ives i; or, if it does that it lives che objeR of 
pity'and diſtreſs ; and many melancholy caſes of 
the Mdrocephalus might be enumerated, upon 
dhe authority of ſeveral eminent ſurgeons ; in 
- whoſe deſcriptions, we ſhall find poor emaciated, 
lethargic children, the: greateſt part of whoſe 
heads are as ſoft as a quagmire, and ſo conſt 
derably diſtended and enlarged with water, as to 
require a pillow, or ſome other ſupport, and 
whole lives, in general, are but of a ſhort date; 
but even this being granted, I yet can ſee no juſt 
cauſe to deſiroy the fatus in utero, at leaſt, 
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dren are: e eee. but: when they 
are, that they create a great deal of trouble. to 
the ſurgeon, hut prefers the hands to all the in · 
ſtruments that have been contrived to ſacilitate 
theſe ſort of deliweries: and obl. 331, 352. 
333. and 334- contain caſes in ſupport. of his 
opinion; which, - however, . muſt. chieſly de- 
pend upon circumſtances. and cannot always 
be effected by ihe hands alone: although our 
author was ſo panieulariy fortunate as to 
ſucceed in all the dropfical children he met with, 
without any other help. It is thercforc reaſon» 
able to ſuppoſe, that thoſe children, in, whoſe 
ordered: where they are, as in the. inſlance I have 
above recited, extraordinary means muſt be uſed 
for the preſervation of the woman; and inſtru- 
ments will, in ſuch.caſes, be found. unavoidably 


| a | N Asrnuc- 
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Attac, when all other reſdusces nnn | 
 ineffedual, and me child is ydrogphalais"ade 


viſes the evacuation of the water by the introduc- 


tion of à trocar inte the ſuntanell and to leave 


the canula in the wound; by this qaeans, he is 

of opinion, the head will flatten, and paſs eaſily. 
Vide suEI LTE, vok i. R 296. 001, 8, 3, & 4 
vol. Ii, p. 356. and a ſomt what ſumilar caſo ta 
the above, will be found in the fame-author, vol. 
iii. coll. g 1. caſe i where, a head. chat was dropſi- 
delivered by the labour pains, with the aſſiſlancs 
of che hand : caſe ii. exhibits a ſecond dropſical 
delivered: with the aſſiſtance of the blunt hook: 
preſents an inſlance of a dropſical head opened, 
and delivered with: the aſſiſtance of the hand: 
and in coll. 35˙ caſe xx. we meet with a flood- 
ing before delivery; the child was turned, and 
brought away by the feet, and the head obſtructed 
by the hydrocephalus, which made it neceſſary. to 
_ the crotchet for its delivery. Videa caſe of 
e | Hdro- 


tl. 


hydrocephalus, by dr. ROBERT BUTLER REMMETT, ; 
of #LYMouTH, medd. comm. p . 423 and ano- 
cher curious caſe of this ſort in the Medical Ob- 
ſervations' and Taquiris, "vol. 5, SP b 11. 

1N the month of l 1777. a woman 
in the vicinage of AxDLow, who for ſome time 
paſt had contradted a habit of drinking, after a 
lingering labour of many nights and days, We 
deliveted" of 4 child "afMfified” with an Hr 
cehlalus; of which "Aiforder,” it hngiiſſicf till 
the fixiti day, and ihen did! — About fix tnonths 
ago, the "fame patient, in che eighth month of - 
her pregidncy, vag thrown? Tito à flooding by a 
ſudden” Fight ; The miſcätflecl, the hilt was 
Ritl-born, and the bones of its eridn (ape | 
peated to be ſeparated ar a great diſtance from 
each other, by the great quantity of water cons 
ined in the Pericranium: =ft may be remarked 
as a good! and uſefal caution, that chis perfons, 
previous to the births "of Ber two laſt children, 


was eſteemed a very ſober woman, and'had born 


three remarkably fine and healthy \ children. * 1 
a EE _ CASE 


CASE xm. th 
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tes de morning * the ab. 
ousr, 1764. I was called to a lady about thirty 
three years of age, who was in the fifth month 
of pregnancy with her fourth child. As ſhe was 
baſtily ſtepping over a ſlile, ſhe was taken 
with a violent diſcharge of blood from the ute- 
rus; 1 immediately bled her from the arm, 
according to her ſttength, and gaye her an aftrin- 
gent medicine, mixed with an opiate ; cold ſtyp⸗ 
tic applications were alſo ordered to the abdomen; 
and I adviſed that ſhe might he kept cool and 
ill, and upon no account get out of bed, till 
I ſhould ſee her again: ſhe complained of pain 
in her back and belly, but not of any bearing 
| dun; 


—- 


. 


— M6 


Iten 
donn; as he had been coſtive for ſome days 
before, chat ſhe might not ſtrain to expel the 
feces, and by chat means increaſe the flux, an 
emollient elyſter vas prepared and injefted, and 
the Ow the ſlates 1 her 
— tn which Kindy tinged | 
the linen; I ordered her a mixture of tinQure' of 


defired ſhe would abſtain from meat and drink of 
every kind, which might accelerate the circula- 
tion of che blood, and that her diet ſhould 
chiefly conſiſt of panada, weak broth, or rice 
grucl, and between whiles: allowed: her a lütle 
red wine and water, in which hot iron had | 
been extinguiſhed ; theſe directions being punc- 
wally, attended. to, the hemorrhage, in ſeven 
days, was ſo entirely. reſtrained. and ſhe had 
recovered ſo much of her ſtrength. and ſpiriis, 
as to walk up and down ſlairs: however, to 
guard againſt a return of the uterine flux, ſhe 
lived ſparingly, took her aſtringent mixture tit 
W probably, have com: 
l Ng tp pied 


red roſes, acidulated wich dhe ſpirit of vitriol. 


Gi { 115 i]! 
pleted her reckoning had not the aa à fire 
in che neighbourhood; which happened in- the 
night of the 14th of s Er IIR EN, been (ſuddenly. 
brought her, at which ſhe faimed- away, and the 

flooding returned with greater violence than ever; 

I was iminediately called, and upon examination, 
Hound the os tince very high up, rigid, and (6 
| linle (dilated, as fcarcely to admit the tip of my 
finger che hemorrhage was veiy great, and the 
no ſooner came out of one fainting fit, but ſhe 
went into another. 1 introduced à ſponge, 
dipped in a folution of alum into the vagina, 
and by ee means in ey poser ended 
voured to reſtrain the flux; but all to 50 

Purpole, for it was ſo violent that ſhe ſunk 
away, and expired within an bour aſier I 
came to het; a melancholy inſlance! which 
ſerves to evince "the expedieney of keeping me 
all ages of pregvaney is highly dangerous, and 
will oſten prove fatal; and more particularly; 

in ſo critical a fituation, as the above; where 
he frame is already debilitated, and rendeted 
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vi — xxxiic/ relates the misfotturie | 


of lady, obe died of a flooding; ibn 
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vas ſeized with a pretty con eden bl hemorrhage and 
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miſcarried | in "the | fifth monih; the ; ſunts and mem- 


4 y. $6145 117+ 3 


branes were expelled, but the Placenta remained; 
and, though 'the diſcharge abated, a draining of 
blood continued to weaken her for the ſpace of 
three months after her abortion : he tried to dilate 
the os internum, but without ſucceſs ; was equally 
unſucceſsful in introducing a long narrow-pointed 
forceps: and finally, had recourſe to the blunt 
hooks, with which he brought it away, in three 
ſeparate pieces, che draining was ſtopt, the wo- 
man recovered, and afterwards bore children. 
After all, an event thus fatal, fo early as the 
fifth month, muſt be ever conſidered as an un- 


uſual and truly deplorable circumſtance. A moſt 
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vation: of the late dn. col vo lame years ago; 
practiſed u EAx in tohõð with great repu- 


tation, — Dr. IRAK E obſerves, that on opening 
the body, che whole ſurface of the placenta was 
found adhering-to the uterus, but a great part of 
the falſe chorion, inveſting. the niembraneous bat 
which contains the child was ſeparated from it; 

and conſequently, an infinite number of thoſe 


veſſels, with which it is ſupplied from the uterus 


being torn aſunder, the effuſion of blood v was fo 
great aa to prove mortal, 2505 n 
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1 FR 'of 0cronun," 1764. 1 was ſent 
for to à Woman, about four months gone with 
child; ſeven days after the eruption of 'the ſmall 
pox, ſhe was faddenly alarmed wich a flux of 
blood from the uterus, unattended at that time 
with any pairis=I found the aperture of the 05 
tince a little dilated, and the woman appearing 
much terrified, endeavoured to comfort her, with 
the affurances of her doing well, notwithſlanding 
the ſmall pox, as ſhe was no further advanced in 
her pregnancy, and it was of the regular kind. 
I defired ſhe might be kept cool, and ſent her an 
aſtringent mixture, with an opiate. The hemor- 
rhage abated, and ſhe paſſed the night with'tole- 
rable eaſe ; but at eight o'clock in the morning, 
upon her moving to uſe the pot, it returned 


in 1 


moſh 


* * 


4 
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ten 1 


moſt violently, attended with frequent and fivong 


Pains; I was immediately requeſted to attend, 


which 1 did; when finding the” flux atarming, 
and the woman faint, I examined the ds tince, 
which was enough dilated to admit three fingers, 
wich which Iruptured the membranes;And direQly 
- aſter carefully paſſing my whole hand in a co- 
_ nical form, eaſily brought away. che fats, on 
whom was to be ſeen. not the leaſt mark Ye 
ſmall pox. The hemorrhage ſtill cont 

and the woman fainting away, Echought ie moſt 
conſiſtent with the ſafety of the mother, to intro- 
duce my hand a ſecond. time, and: deliver the 
ſecundines ; which. having effected; the flux 
Ropped, the woman, recovered, and: has fince 
had many children. Vide dr. $MELLIE, ad. . 
noi 2. Cale. vi. 
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t Pt apes 2 10 Fr 
1. chere is an account of, a woman, who 
had. ihe ſmall pox, before ſhe was delivered, and 

dhe child was marked with the ſame diſeaſe. 
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p. 233+ is the caſe. of a lady, ho was deliveretk 
of a child, on whom n. appeared in 
a day or two after its birth, ET 
Ms eh e wail: tbr hays 5 Nee 
138 1 n sana $84 gabe 

eee ſame es, gs 
are ſome accounts af che ſe⁰j,e in utero being 
differently affected by the ſmall eee 
WATSON, r. u. 8s. and alſo, at no. 337. p. 1659 
Vide ta MorrE, obſ. 129, and dr. un. 
nd. 2. caſe M. Dr. I RARR fays, that he never - 
yet ſaw an inftance, where the jofants where born 
with the eruptions; neither does it uſually ap- 
pear iminediasely afterwards, though many of 


them die in a week or ten days: he further 


an abortion, it is to be-obferved, that the chil· 
dren come before. their due time; and therefore 
go off, before the inledion has had ſufficient im 
to produce the diſcaſe; and as their bulk is pros 
portioned to their age, nme 5 
APY ſuch caſes, is more eaſy and | 
7 : N N 


e 116 th: 

peditious; and adds, hea e 
already been ſaid, examples may be found as above; 
and inBARTHOLIN'S medicalepiſtles, &c. here the 
conſidering the intercourſe between the mother 
and it, during the uterine geſtation, is not to be 
wondered at. A very curious and uncommon 
caſe is related by van swizrzx, as it happened 
under the obſervation of dr. WarSsON, in LONs 
vom. viz. a woman, who had been: for ſome 
time pregnant, and who. long beſore had the 
ſmall pox, was very aſſiduous in attending her 
diſeaſe; in due time ſhe was happily deliveted, 
and brought ſorth a healthy ſemale child, where 
evident marks of its having had the eruption 
appeared on the ſkin; hen chis child's brother 
was inoculated. four years aſter, dr. ars had 
leave ſrom the patents to inoculate her likewiſe; 
but the operation was attended with: very different 
effects in thoſe different ſubjecis, for. the eruptions 
en in the bey. ſoon n reco - 
vered 


*- 175 
vered from the diſeaſe; but the girl, aſter droop- 
. keene, RSA 
e eee ee : | 


OSS waa is e 

tioned by dr. MEAD in treating of the ſmall pox. 
He ſuppoſes, chat where the child is born before 
che perfect maturation of che puſtules in the mo- 
ther, it will then more probably eſcape thediſcaſe ; 2 
and alſo, that the danger ariſing to women at 
this time who ſuffer abortion, will be in propor- 
tion to the loſs of blood after the ſeparation of 
the” placenta from the uterus; but there does not 
ſeem ſufficient reaſon to adopt this laſt opinion; 
—for what he himſelf afterwards aſſerts does not 
ſcem to avrenſpot with it, - viz, that the ſmall 
pox has generally been found the moſt mild when 
it ſucceeds ſome conſiderable evacuation, hone 
We or artificial, N ee 


VAN SWIETEN informs us, chat a 
BOERHAAVE attended a lady in the 6th month of 
her pregnancy, who laboured under the wordt 


"©. 


1m | 
kind, of che confluent ſmall pon; notwichſlariding 
Which, ſhe proceeded dn he fel el af! hee | 
time, and was then delivered of a healthy male 
child, which had not the leaſt veſtige of the 
diſeaſe — from the above extraordinary circum- 
8 ſlance, ariſing from the peculiar ſtructure of the 
Placenta, and its power to abſotb ſuch juices 
| from- the womb, as ere ſalutary and nutritious, 
even when the whole mals of the mother's blood 
Vas tainted wic varielous inſection: dr. 1IAxA 
is-inclined io believe that hereditary diſeaſes are 
not ſo frequent as generally imagined, and draws 
an-illuſtration by what may be obſerved in vegę · 
| tables, where two plants, of different qualities, 
both draw their nouriſhment from the ſame pot 
ol earth; the one, fot inſtance,” a deadly poijon ; 
the other friendly to the” human body, or per- 
haps an antidote to the former: and adds a far- 
ther exemplification, in the fmall branches of 
one tree being grafted into the ſtem of another; 
for the juices of che laſt, will ſrom-thence be ſo 
far diveſted of their natural qualities, by paſſing 
| A wy to produce the 


ſame 


ſame kind of fruit, with that of the tree from 
which ſuch branches were W | 
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1 that the fetus in the womb is ſub- 
je@ to the ſame diſtempers that the mother has, 
and if ſhe has che ſmall pox has them likewiſe: 
and this he adds, is ſo certain, that he has ſeen 
| children« that, had all the marks of 
ſince his time, however, many in- 
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| 1. WAS ſent for 'abbut ür monde amel the 
above caſe, to à Woman who had beſpoke my 
aſſiſtance in her labour; ſhe had gone her full 
time, and on the tenth day after the eruptions of 
the ſmall pox was haſtily delivered of a child by 
the labour pains, who had no marks of the ſmall 
| pox when born, but on che ſevench day had 
the manifeſt ſymptoms, and afterwards, che diſ- 
order in a very mild degree. The 6th day after 
the eruption of the putrid ſmall pox, on the 17th 
of April, 1774, I was called to attend a woman, 
who had ſuddenly miſcarried in the eighth month 
of her pregnancy of a dead child, on whom were 
evident marks of that diſorder ; the woman ſunk, 
and died in a few hours afier the abortion, Vide 
dr. $MELLIE, vol. 2. no. 7. caſe i. and ii. 
Dx. 
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He relates 1 inflances in which this — 
pened, and ſays, he never yet found it other- 1 
wiſe, in eg eaſe; here: che- labour was ſtrictly 


natura He remarks, that this cannot be owing 5 
to "5 ane and: relaxation.;of hs“ 
body in conſequence of Which, the child meets 

with ebend in the birth; for Ae WE 
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I was called to a lady, Who, at the latter 
end of her fourth nionth, in conſequence of a 
fall from her horſe: was ſeized with a flood 
ing; ſhe complained of pain and weight in che 
lower part of her belly, ficknefs, and an uncaſy 
ſenſation in her loins. I deſired ſhe might be 
immediately put to bed, and after taking away 


a ſmall quantity of blood from the arm, gave 


| Her a mixture of the tinQure of red roſes and 
ſyrupus e meconio, ordering her for her diet weak 
broth, rice gruel, and other proper nouriſh- 


ment; in the evening ſhe was much eaſier, and 


the haemorrhage ſeemed entirely reſtrained, till 
about twelve o'clock at night, when ſhe com- 
plained of flight pains, which recurred at ſhort 


| TCC 
Intervals; and the flux appeared again, but in u 
confiderable” quantity: upon which ſhe again 
took the mödicine preſcribed for her in the morn- 
ing, and as before beckme more eaſy, and dozed 
quietiy for ſome hours, when ſhe was awakened 
by the return of a flight. pain, which ſoon went 
off. and "ſhe continued euſy tillnive o clock the 
dent morning; when the hemorrhage increaſing, 
T was perraftted to etariine her, and found the 
os kincæ, notwithſtanding the ' diſcharge, cloſe 
ſhut!' 1 bad my apprehenifions' of the cafe, and 
acqusintted the patient's ' huſband and relations 
therewith, The pulſe was weak, and I did not 
chooſe to hazard a ſecond venæſection, therefore 
repeated the medicine, and filled the vagina with 
fine tow, ſoaked in TG by which the hamor- 
rage, for the preſent, appeared check&d; and 
the patient continued in a recumbent poſture, 
and free from pain ll the” next day at noon, 
when I was ſent for, ant found my application 
forced out of che vagina by ſharp pains, and the 
patient flooding very ſaſt; the os tines I now 
e e to admit two fingers; ſhe was 
OY - much 


{ 494 1 | 
| An ber at, any dine be- 
5 Pt and appeared in a ſinking condition, 1 again 
apprized her friends of. the danger, and obtaine 
heir conſent to attempt her.deliyery, which they 
Teemed ſatisfied with, the neceſſity of; and having 


Placed her in a proper poſture, by gentle degrees 


the membranes, obtained; the feet, and extracted 
* child. The. ſecundises, with much coagu- 
lated blood, ſoon after followed... The patient 
vas of a tender, delicate habit, and full ten 
weeks before ſhe thorou ghly recovered; Toon after 
Which, ſhe again became pregnant, at which 
ſhe was much alarmed, and therefore, for ſome 
months after conception, by my advice, kept 
berſelf quiet, uſed but little, exerciſe, and 
twice a day took a weak decodion of bark; and 
thus by caution. and good management, was car- 
Tied paſt the dangerous period to he full end of her 
dime. when he had a natural and aaly An, 
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v. 2 ding 5 vagina with tow 8 in or- 
geraley. I haye, ofien checked the uterine hemor- 
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flute oben elt other means have proved ineffees | 
tnal, and particularly ſo about two years ago, in 
the caſe of a lady in this place, who had lain in 
about a fortnight, and who, withoutany otherappa- 


rent cauſe than waking in a hurry from a frightful 


dream, was all at once taken with · a moſt alarm- 
ing flooding. The gentleman who had delivered 
her was ſent for, and to reſtrain the hemorrhage 5 
had very jodiciouſty given her internal aſtrin- 
gent medicines, made uſe of Hgatures to the ex- 
tremities, and cold ſtyptie applications to the 
ans asd hel "iighboutlood, ve. in o 68. 
effect: and in leſs than two hours cold fweats 
and fainitings came on, and the danger ſeemed ſo 
preſſing, that he adviſed my being called in; 
which I no ſooner \ was, than 1 ſtuffed the vagina 
full of * doſlils o of fine tow and 5 kept the 
patient in A. cool, till, horizontal poſture, gave 
her an x opiate, and th the flux was ſtopped: on the. 
third day. afterwards the doſlils came away ſpon- 
taneouſly, the patient got Qrength, had no return 
of the flux, and has fince got through two Preg- 


IP Sd $83 \ i 3% EXAM C4 
nancies s without. "any, f ilar complain 


Ys 1 126 " 
Max tells us be Wart in Were profus 
uterine. hemorrkage,. which had / withſtood. every 
other method by paſſing up pledgets of lint dipped 

in a ſolution of the: colcothar, of vitriol. as high 
into the vagins as, poſſible; and as the patient 
afterwards conceived, and had a. happy delivery, 
he obſerves, that the functions of the uterus were 
not in the leaſt, injured by the ſiyptic power of 

this application. —xvxxr hit upon a very odd, 
but ingenious ,expedient, in ſtopping a violent 
flooding after delivery,which otherwiſe would ſoon 
have proved fatal: he introduced a piece of ice 

into the uterus, which being firack with a ſudden 
chill immediately cantatied, and put a "es to 
the Aamor rage. 


M. LE ROUX, an ingenious ſurgeon at 65 
in a work written profelſedly on this ſubject , de- 
pends chiefly on filling the vagina with doflils of 
linen or fine tow ' moiſtened with vinegar In 


ſome caſes he has introduced them © even 5 the 
uterus, and with good ſucceſs. e Gd YM PP 
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. Obſervations far les * 4 oo des femmes a _— 1 
as dam. ro. Dijon, 1776. 
+ + £ S | CASE 


1 * 80 „ 
* # * Aw 118 \ 
; © a 
0 . 
** 9 
: 7 


0 A TY il. 


* 
- 3 » Fab! Ff +1 . 


* Won of a remarkable rob h- | 


flitution, ſin the fourth month of pregnancy, by 
overſtraining herſelf in the harveſt, was taken 
with a flooding, attended with hyſterical ſpaſms, 
and grinding pains in her back and belly.” I was 
fent for to her on the a7th of AUGUST, 1765. 
being the day after the attack: the flooding 


had been copious, yet her ftrength did not 
ſeem greatly impaired, and the pulſe being 
pretty full, 1 ventured to take a few ounces 


of blood from the arm, emptied the inteſtines 


with an emollient clyſter, and gave "her an 
aftringent mixture, A few hours after I called 
on her again, and was told that the flooding 
was much abated, and; that contrary to my ad- 


it vice; the kad taken a wWalk into the fidlds: I 
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condemned ie. conduct in the Drongeſt terms, 
and foretold that ſhe would have. reaſon to re» 
pent of it. which, agcordingly- happe 
the evening the flooding returned with greater 
violence, and ſhe had a ſtrong hyſteric fit, 
followed by. forcing pains. N examined her, 
and found the dilatation of the os finca ſcarcely 

ſufficient to admit the tip, of my finger; I eve 

| her a draught, of the Peruvian, decoQion, to 
which twenty drops, of the tindura thebaica were 

added, and deſired ſhe might be kept cool and 

quiet, and ſupplied with proper nouriſhment, This 

advice being carefully followed, and the flooding 
diſappearing in the morning, no perſuaſion, could 

| Prevail on the woman to keep her bed, or even 


| 
her room; ſhe declared herſelf perſellly well, 
— again walked into the Felds, and was again YN | 
a taken with all the ſymptoms as before, except that I 
the flux was greater than at firſt, and the pulſe 
| more feeble, ſo that ſhe fainted away: at this time 
the os tinca was, ſo. much dilated, as. to admit the 1 
ends of my wo N i placing che e in 2 
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my whole hand, broke the membranes, and, 
with liule difficulty, efeQed che delivery of he 
fetus, the, ſeundines, ſoon followed, and in ten 
days ſue as ſo, ell-recovered as to purſue her 
Fe- eee has ſince borne-ſeveral chil- 
r in which this woman in- 


cumſtances ; and., notwithſtanding dhe  evept- 
was more favorable, reminds us of a caſe of 
GIFFARD'S,, 160, wherein he was ſo unfortunate 
as to loſe the woman, after delivering the child, 
which he attributed to her reſtleſsneſs, and flinging 
| herſelf from ons ſide to che other; a circumſtance he 
adds, chat much contributed io the draining ; ſor in 
theſe caſes,” he juſtly obſerves, the patients ought 
always to keep themſelves quiet and ſtill, which 
eee to the re N hemorrhage. us 
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| "caſe xiii, ſpeaks of a woman,” who was taken 
with a flooding” in the third month of a falſe 
5 conception. but was happily ſaved by being deli- 
vered of a firm fleſhy fubſtance. The experienced 
"LA MOTTE, to whoſe obſervations T have referred 
above, agrees with other writers, in the dange- 
rous conſequences ariſing from a flooding, during 
* pregnancy : and gives the caſe of a woman, who, 
dy a fall, was ſeized with a flooding, which was 
ſtopped, and the woman preſerved by the imme- 
_ diate delivery of the child: he obſerves,” that 
| whenthe child is ſo ſmall, it is not material which 
part is brought away firſt; but when it is large, 
as from the fifth to the ſeventh month, he adviſes 
the membranes to be broke, and the child brought 
footling. — In dr. 8MELLIE's 2d. vol. no. 2. caſe 
| vili. mr. jonban, of rottsToNE, in a letter to 
the doctor, communicates an account of a wo- 
wan, who was four months gone with child; ſhe 
bad been troubled with a flight flooding at times, 
for the ſpace of three werks, and miſcarried of a 
ſetus before he arrived; and he underſiood that 
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the. fund had-ſeparuted, and come away with. the 


child: upon examination, he found part, of the 


placents in the vagine, ſo that the os internum was 
kept open; and chat part, which remained in the 


| EN; oi" prog heel * he eee 


r this em de woman + of hee | 
pain, but ſome time elapſed; before ſhe recovered 
her ſtrength: in caſe ix, the ſame gentleman gives 
almoſt a ſimilar inſtance of a flooding. and miſ- 
aariage: alſo, caſe zi. mr. azNGtsTONe,' of 
IPSWICH, in a letter to che doctor, deſcribes 2 
woman in the ſoumeenth week. of her pregnancy. 


whom be ſound much weakened by a flooding; 
being able 30 introduce two fingers into che 0s 


internum he broke the membranes, in hopes, hat 


by diminiſhing che contents of the uterus he 


might ſtay the hamorrhage ; ; but was obliged to 
introduce his band a ſecond time, and empty the 
womb of its contents. it. ruzos, an eminent 

FRENCH writer, ſays, ** he has ſeen women, who | 
« evacuated. each more than ſix or ſeven pounds 
u 8 blood i in leſs than twelve hours, before the 


249 auun 


nm has been diſcharged; therefore; ays he, | 
+ when the patient has pains, and che or uteri i 

„ little” open; When the foodings ute attended 
„ich weakneſs, and when there ig no longer a 

« doubt of the feparation of ſome patts of the 
which is then neceſſary, and muſt be per- 

« formed, however little diſpoſitiom there ſhould . 
„be towards it; becauſe; if we ſhould: commit 

« this operation to nature, which always acts 

4 flow en loſe a deal of 
precious time.. roRTAL, obſ. 8 1. relates 

the caſe of a woman, afflicted in early pregnancy 
with a violent flux of blood, followed by a fetus 
incloſed in its membranes, like an egg without 
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T'an period of 5 "pregnancy, Aa detachment 
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ol che Hee we the uterus ; muſt be produftive 


4 &. + $385 


of abortion, which "ofiener happens during the firſt | 


— x 


months "than afterwards, but ſeldo Im fo early = as 


the ray bs ſeventh week: a caſe of this kind 


en e Nite, : 
occurred 40 me the 14h of FEBRUARY, 1766. 
4 # i 1 1. 4 £4043 * 
the woman. according to her own calculation, 
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which was as uſual from the laſt eruption of her 
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menſes to the time of her abortion | vas about the 
ſeventh weck; ſhe was ofa delicate habit, and, 
upon ſuffering a particular diſappointment i in her 
affairs, ſpalmodic contractions enſued, , attended 
with a {mall flooding, and at "intervals flight 


pains in the belly, loins and chighs; he! Te 


was jen and contrafled: I defired her 
might be ſupported by Buttons fluids; n as 
"falep, 


. 


1 oy 1 
Talep, calf's fect-jelly, and veal broth, taken 
cold wiiheut — or ſpices; * bt June 1 1 


poſed and Qilias poſſble.. I —— 
a decoction of che bark with an ofyafe, to be 
taken ai fropet periods, att debred Ihat the 
cloths. might be ſaved. I left her till ten 
clock in the evening, when. I found that 
tome large | coagulg had been diſchatged. by the 
pains, Theſe were  ſuppoled to be the whole that 
could be expected to come away, as the attend- 
ants i imputed the caſe. to . ſalſe conception: this, 
bowever, was a point which did not appear ſuffi- 
ciently evident to me, and I again deſired the 
cloths might be preſerved for my further inſpec- 
tion, and the medicine repeated till 1 ſhould ſee 
her again in the morning; when. upon viſiting 
her, and examining the linen, 1 diſcovered an 
ovum, which contained an embrio about the fize 
of a kidney bean, in which, by the help of a 
glaſs, the contours of the human figure i in minia- 
ture were very curiouſly conſpicuous.” The flood- 
ing R e and che woman foon rec0- 
vered, | 51. 


ens oh rt! 135 11 
bb. BunTON has, with much! accuracy, is 
voured to ſhew che regular progreſs of the fetus. 
MAURICEAY pretends to determine the propor- 


tional increaſe; of ſati in utero; but his calcula»; 


tions, at bell. are very uncertain: and in obſ. 
297. he lays he ſaw a fatus, of about ten weeks, 
that was alive, moved its arms and legs; and 
opened its mouth; the whole ovum was as big as 
an hen's egg. from whence it may be judged to be f 
about five or fix weeks at moſt, — HIPPOC RATES; 
* HARTMAN, SCHURIGLOS,' HARVEY, KER amet,, 
RIOLANUS,: RUYSCH, and many other writers, are- 
very curious upon the ſubject of embryology: and dr. 
Jounson has given no leſs than eighteen hiſtories 
of abortions, in all of which he had the curioſity: 
to weigh the embrio and ſatus, and has tiene 

r= nag tp W LOTT 
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ain bt 208; ears hy young) | 
woman about hx weeks gone with child. who: 


. u. e. ble Ml. an. 9. & 10, obſ. ſays, an o „ that 
was the length of @ finger, was full of clear water, in which 
was an embrio, of the length of the laſt joint of the litle 
ünger. eee ene 
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was ſeized wilh u flooding after Zi nie and a 


fright; the flux laſted two ot three days and at 
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fine our authors meaning, merely to the operation K. 


oe dene, 6 e ee A 


N ohſ. 69. Auberge is 1 8 
ſcribed. the delivery of a woman, cight, months 
gane with; child, who, by a violent fax of blood, 
was reduced g a, milerable condition, and-wigh, 
= much 


FF =» DX 


1 3 1 5 
much difficulty ſaved after he tad dee th 


| chil®by/ its feet atid in hig aſt obſervation, Hd 


mentions the delivery of 4 gentle woman 'feite# | 
with a violent flux of blood im the yeni monte 
of her time: and afterwards' agath, wards ths 
eight mon im bott which <aſts' the pa- 
tient, although in the greateſt danger, was 
ſafely delivered, and reftoted-to'her former health; 
in the yeur 1683, he Hkewife affirms to have de- 
livered no'leſsthart five women under the fate 
circutiinices' cb or the diet vide 14 worry, 
OE W 86. 555 pode avs 
ut bac; 


The e Hy of the 3 
ſenting before the head of the child occurred 
0 dr. join, in var 1767. hien he came, 
he ſound the head of the chit coſt to tlie os 
vaging;. preceded- by the membrünes, diſtended 
with the liquor amnii, and a' part of the placenla 
extending from the pubes, moſily frotu otie ſide of 
the ſymphyſer before part of the head. The patient 
had been in labour three hours, during which 
time, though the os uteri had been gradually di- 

22 uuns. 
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lating, and the head advancing along the pelvis, 
| loſs: of blood, for there was not one cloth wet: 
but whilſt the head came through dhe os vagine, 
the diſcharge was ſo copions as to wet three, 
notwithſtanding the time was but very ſhort; 
for having broke the membranes cloſe to the 


. edge of the placenta, which was now not far 


from the centre of the orifice, the liquor amnii 
flowed, and by the help of three or four pains 
che ſecundines: the child was but of a ſmall fize, 
and judging from circumſtancgs, ec 
ee eee labour. 


wee ae in his e of e ad- 
viſes. ſpeedy delivery as the only means to fave 
the woman and child under ſuch alarming. acci- 
dents: — and GUILLEMEAU, in chap, 13. of his 
ſecond book of happy deliveries, makes mention 
of fix or ſeven hiſtories to confirm this verity. 
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1 19, 196g; 1 uns ſent for to A 
wonian who was about fix months gone with child, 
and from a fright two days before had been 
ſeized with a flooding z the ſyſtem was weakened 
by repeated miſcarriages, and ſhe had never be- 
fore proceeded farther than the fourth — 
ſhe was taken with continual | pains in 

back : and belly, Gere wh reching wa 


3% Mi Ia ale faint, and at 
times had cold ſweats. The pains were now 
ſmall, with regular intermiſſions, and bore down: 
her belly it was obſerved was greatly ſunk; ſhe 
bad. not felt the child for many hours, and had 


qo 2 3 | n 


; l 5 1 
complained of N. I of a large looſe 
lump falling from ſide to fide as ſhe moved. Con- 
fidering her former late of health and preſent 


ſituation, 1 . opinion, that. there 


was little or no probability to ſave her, even by 
delivery; but, that I thought it ought to be at- 
tempted, as the only method which could give 
her a chance bf life, and without doing i it was 


to ſurrender her to certain death. Having met 


vi the full concurrence of ber huſþaud ani 
| relations, a afier lubricating my hand, I paſſed i it up 
to iP, os uteri, which ] L dilated gently v with my fin- 
br ſo as eaily 19 obtain a paſlge for my whole 
| bapd into the wry, where, upon. rupturing the 
membranes the child's feet preſented, which 1 


immediately bropghy, gon, and, the body and 


1 


came away almoſ inflapty; the child yas liv, 
and appeared 19 have been ſome | time dead; for 
many hours after the delivery, although the he- 
morrhage was but veny trifling, it was difficult 
to. keep life in. he Patient; ſometimes the pulſe 
Vas =: ay im perceptible, and ſh, had ſcarcely, 
1 8 power 


i 991. 
power to Reallowa'tta fpootiful of cy liquid; tht 


pulſe, However; grütkually #erurded; and got inte 


ſtrengch as che draimng abäted, aid àfter ume 
time fhe could ſWaſkow a large ſpobiiful at a tine ox 
a cordial mikttire 1 bad Preparell fbr Her; by the 
help ef Every faltuble fettedy, which her Weak 
condition fequired; and 4 diet of the moſt nutri 


trons Kid, in abbüt five month after her Tak 


ty lite rechen u Mare bf health beyefd e 
peatibin; "but becowing again prephiat, Mike 
evefy meaut were ultd, WHICH à tender and fc. 
faxed} habit etjtſted, and proper ptecadtioh alf 

to prevent öcks ür every Kind, The unbappilhh 
conträdted a putrgd fore thtbat, Tull8etify thiſcar- 
ried in the beginning of dhe fich monch, ad 
died of fobdtug in a very few fours after ; and 


1 Was inforined, that ite marks of paticſadtion 


wete the riext day fo intolerable offentive, 4 as to 


make it ikceffary' uo inter the corple Wick al | 


convenietit ſpeed.— 14 vors, obf. 211. gives 


the cafe bt a Woman, ſeixed wich a great 


tooding i che Hach month” "of ther © time; be 
OP the Arm of the child kanging © out of 


Q4 the 


8 my I» 

the vagina, which he returned, and found/the 
feet; but, notwithſtanding this, the 04-ince was 
fo hard and inflexible, as to prevent the delivery, 
be lad; mph eating Gen pmelicn 


».clole fool; by which” on 8 was 
relaxed, and he iptroduced. bis hand without any 
trouble, took hold. pf. the- feet, and drew them 
out Wich caſe, The woman, he adds, was 
abroad fix days after, as if nothing had been the 
matter with her.—- Id dr. SGT VIZ 8 ad vol, no, 2, 
caſe vii. we meet with the account of a woman 
he attended, who was very much weakened by a 
conflant draining of blood from the uterus, which 
had begun, two months afier conception: the a. 
uieri being open, and the membranes "puſhed 
donn with the waters, theſe laſt, ere pierced 
with 2 pair of. ſciſſarg, and the waters, being diſ- 
charged, the uterus gantrafted ſo, that its veſ⸗ 
ſels no longer poured forth their contents, and 
came in contact wich the body of the child, 
which was delivered when the pains returned. 
In een of the lame author, no, 3. 
caſe 1 i. 


415 1611 8 
eaſe. be. mentivns che caſe of a woman he was 
ſent for to, who was attacked with an kemor- | 
rhage from the uterus in the fixth month of preg- 
nancy, occaſioned by a fall ſrom a horſe; 
the diſcharge at firſt was ſmall, but the next 
evening it was increaſed” with flight ſtraininga. 
which, however, by proper care, abated ; but, 5 
nevertheleſs, for ſeveral days ſhe had a bloody 
ſerum — ye - eight days 
HR ſhe had | diſcharged a large 
coagylum of blood, followed by a violent flood- 
ing, which fill continued. He adviſed: another 
gentleman of the profeſſion to be called, „ho 
came accordingly, and, it was their joint opi- 
nion, that it was neceſſary to deliver her as ſoon 
as poſſible; hut the ps uteri not being dilatable, 
che attempt proved, for che preſent, ineffeQual, and 
it was agreed to keep her alive hy ſuitable nou- 
riſhment, till the parts ſhauld grow more ſoft and 
yielding, or the labour become more vigorous ; | 
the floading returned about nine or ten at night, 
W by fifteen drops of liquid 
laudanum. 


[ 1 162 11 
madshem. She corftinued in this Way for der 
days, the floodivg retürnfug ſour or Ryk tines, 
and abatitig on repentint the dmöght: Rt che 
end & this period me wis apgein attacked Wich 
another Violent difchiirge, Which did not abüte 
a3 forwerly; wow finding the bs ütryi fofter, wild, 
to 4ppearanee, more yielding, a 'fecond trial wits 


the membranes broke the child way/FeIivered, and 
che wöüman ſaved with mich diffietity, aſter c- 


rmuing many days in u weak and w 'eohdition,. 
ven Al, obſ, 45. "peaks of a Woman he was 


calted" to ier che bath month of ber rerkoning. 
who was troubled with a Violert fx Gf Views 
— *henhe- found irticelſary to den ver by fearchitng 
lor the child's feet, which'he fort, and actoitt- 
pliſtied dhe ee fe in che uſtial radbiber, aff 
the voutan did dell. cs a as 
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period of preguancy; and through the whole of 
his Practice it has been obſerved, that the ſkilful 
can prove a truer criterion of his {kill and de- 
terity, chan that of conduQng his patient ſafely 
through a caſe of this kind, when happening be- 
its orifice fo very thick, and ſometimes rigid, as 
but ſeldom to admit the hand with ſuch facility 
caſe requires, e. g. Malen 14, 1770. L was 
called 19: 4 woman who was between fix and 


1 64 
4 ſeven months gone with child, and who, three 
days before, 1 was apache with 6 ſewing which 
been copious, but mee 
She was rather plethoric, tho naturally of a good 
conſtitution ; and although ſhe had loſt much 
blood by the flux, the pulſe was ſtill in a ſtatg to 
juſtify yenzſcQion, which I performed. and. on 
examination, found the aperture of the os tince, 
night gave her a few grains of pil. Japonac. and 
as ſhe objecded to its form as a pill. diſſolved t, 
and gave it her in a draught of : aqug INH. 1 
and . ſtoned railins, together with a pectoral 
mixture, of which I recommended ihe taking 
two or three ſpoonsful when the cough was moſt 
troubleſome, I called on her in che morning, 
and was pleaſed, to hear ſhe. had reſted better 
than for many nights before; that the cough was. 
much appeaſed, and the flooding had been but 
lle. 4 ma my plan of giving her opiates at 
night, 


n 5 
night, and peQorals occaſionally, beſides laying 
proper injunctions on her diet and regimen, As 
the flooding for five days had been very tiifling, 
recurring in ſmall quantities, perhaps once ot 
twice only in twelve hours; and the ſtate of the 
pulſe, to which I paid particular attention, re- 
mained tolerably good, I began to conceive 
hopes of entirely reſtraining the zæmorrhage. 
As ſhe lived at a diſtance,” and from mo- 
J heard nothing more from her till three weeks 
after my laſt! viſit, when I was ſuddenly called 
upon to auend her with all ſpeed, as che flooding 
had- returned, and ſhe! was in great danger. 1 
another practitioner had the day before acciden-: 
tally called in upon her: and; although he was 
told that I had attended her, and ſaw my medi- 
cines in the houſe, he very officiouſly adviſed 
another bleeding. which was performed, and a 
| 1 of blood raken away than the 


patients 


- 


1 1466 J 


| due seh could bens; for the uterine l- 
| e much increaledy heres hrs 
ſara ſunk, ade reduced" to 
extreme danger: upon examination; the ps tince 
| felt chick and rigid, but was enough dlla- 

ted for che aumiſſion of two fingers. She was 
aſſiſlance of a gentleman of long experience in 
ataly ſent for, but at that time ſo much indiſpoſed 
as. not ta be able to go abroad; The buſineſs 
was now become very ann laſt 
importance, there. was no time to be loſt; the 
diſcherge increaſed, another fainting fit enſued, 
and the woman appeared to be fink ing apace: 
upon which I employed my utmoſt: efforts to 
hand, which. 1 could not effe& without; much: 
trouble: upon rupturing the membranes: a: prodi · 
dious quantity of waters iſſued forth; I found the 
head nn I. Pulbed it up and 


: paſſing 


— - 


n 

paling by it, ſound- the ſbst : but do not;remem« 
bes % bay met with greaten-difficulty.im;/angp | 
being, oblignd dn employ the blunt book, - both. 
in, hs dane of de ſhoulders and hend. o 
ing. J appachsnc,. folely de the 8 reſiſe 
* of the , ler? ; for: the pelvis was well 
tunes the» child appeared mn. liave beem dead 
ame tigad . hs 
. the delivery; L-inc+- 
duced wy. hang, and broughs hen away. The, 
woman teyived-ſooy: aſtex the delivery,. and denk 
4 cupfullcof warm, cheniſh wine and: water: for: 
" ways but by the: help of reſtorative. mes 
diciges and a: nouriſhing diet, at length 0 
"ſe ;; andi leans) truly ſenſble, that ſhe: mull; 
ryan perifhedy ifi means to ſave, ler 
had been longer delayed. maurIpeay remarks, 
Mr er e awas ſoft, thin, 
l e ;bgrifs | 


. Gras: A ee wer when eee 
ſuch. caſes, is employed to dilate dhe os uteri: 
this-caſe, however, happily proved one exception 
to the rule, which that experienced accouchevr 
vas communicated in a letter to-dr/ EI. 
who approved of my conduct in the treatment of 
the patient: and aſks, if the difficulty of deli- 
might not proceed from its being ſwelled ? but as 
I: did not fee hat the child was in any part par- 
ticularly tumified, I think it is moſt” likely, the 
trouble which enſued, aroſe from the uncommon 
thickneſs of the. os uteri. irre caſe 130. 
contains an inſtance of a flooding in the ſeventh 
month, wherein the mother was reduced to the 
laſt extremity, but was delivered by turning the 
child, . and at length recovered. ©; In caſe 186. of 
the ſame author, we meet with another flooding 
in the ſeventh month, where the child was 
brought footling, was dead, and the woman re- 
; covered. 


c 


+ 6 1 
coveted; And in his if caſe, he alſo treaty 
of 4 flooding, Where one arm and part ef the 
Placenta ſlipped down belom the os internum; the 
patient was in the- ſeventh month of her preg- 
vancy; he delivered ihe chüld by its feet, and the 
placenta” being detached ftom the uus, eally 
followed the birth of the child; notwichſtanding 
which, the unhappy woman continued dralning, 
and died ſoon after the delivery. Dr. suEUL Ii, 
vol. g. not 2. caſe ii. gives an account of his 
being called to a woman who was attacked with 
a flooding in tlie ſeventh month of pregnancy, 
she had flooded for ſeveral days; at length, 
fainting aud cold ſweats coming on, the doctor, 
at the deſire of her ſtiends, with the moſt for» 
lorn hope of ſucceſs, delivered the''fetus,” but 
not without uſing ſuch a degree of forer us tg | 

tear the os uleri, which gave him much con- 
cem. as in an inſtance of a fimilar kind, the 
woman died ſoon after; but here, contrary to his 
expectation, conſidering the low condition ſhe 
was in at the delivery, this rp recovered. 


— 
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tos further examples of ulerine hematrhages, 
ſe; the celebrated nor FAN, vol. iii. 5. 483. 
obl. 1, 638ranD, caſes 19. 95, 41. $2; $$. 3g+ 
88. 185-184. 208. 1 caſe 10. 
recites three diſtreſſing inſtances ; one, of à per- 
/ fon, who, died by flooding three weeks before her 
account; alcho he; delivered. the child fpotling} 
but ſhe! had loſt ſo. much blood before he was 
alſo died. by flooding, -occafioned by her: deli- 
who, died in the fame way, thro the ignorance 
blodd at the arm in two ſeveral operations, 
although ſhe had ſuſtained the loſs- -0f;iprodi- 
gious or om of bloed by the aer ine diſcharge, 
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EE. M. Wi taken in labour about fix hs 
"the morning ef the 2qth.' of outbyar, 1752, 
and ſoon aſter ſent for the michviſe who uſed 10 
attend her; che pains cohtinued but trifling till 
eight O clock the following morgitig, when they 
rechrred much Matper and faſter,” and the tnenk- 
cuated: ſoon aſter which a duplicature of the gu- 
a prolapſe into he vagina, and d flooding be- 
kan, which was ar firſt very maderate, and/fo 
Aightly regarded by the midwife, that ſhe attri- 
butedd it to the eus, and accountetit a good ſign; 
essen ig he rere chat 


mo 46k mer bf muell conſequente: at 
0 a, however, the flooding ineteaſed, and the 
N 2 woman 


[ 17 1 
woman grew weaker and fainted away, which "TM 
filled the friends and attendants with appre- 
henſions for her" ſafety, and they thought it 
proper to require my aſſiſtance, The midwiſe 
could give no account of what part pre- 
ſented, and took not the leaſt notice of the ſuu- 
ation of the funis, which I found Fee 
without the vagina, at leaſt, to che length of thice 
inches, and diſcovered by the ouch, a round, loft 
| body, with a ſeparation in the middle; being the 
nates which preſented, anteriorly to the mother: 
and indeed they could not be well miſtaken, both 
by the ſmooth and fleſhy feel, and che great 
diſcharge of the meconium, which had appeared for 
ſome time before I came. There ſtill remained a 
weak pulſation. in the chord, Which I endea- 
voured to replace, but in vain; I therefore, did 
not heſitate a moment, to give it as my opinion, 
chat the delivery. ought to be accompliſhed with 
all poſſible expedition; to which propoſal, all 
preſent acquieſced; I therefore had the woman 
Placed in a ſuitable poſition, and with no great 


| L 1573.1] 

deal of trouble brought. one foot down into the 
eluded,my ſearch;- but at length I ſecured it, and 
deſiring an attendant to keep a preſſure on the | 
patient's belly, as the uterus emptied, proceeded 

as in other preternatural births, and delivered 
the child; about ten minutes after which the 
placenta came away with very little difficulty ; the 
patient, had -once fainted during her delivery: I 
gave her a little mulled wine, by which ſhe 
was much revived; but, though every poſſi- 
ble care was taken of her, it was many 
weeks before ſhe entirely recovered; ſhe has 
ſince lain in /twice, but neither of che chil- 
dren ſurvived the month. The child was 
mall and weakly, and only lived to the third 
day. One ,circumſlance attended it, which 1 
never met with before, nor ſince, viz, a moſt ex- 
traordinary deficiency of ſkin round the navel, 
ſo chat the periſtaltic motion of the viſcera. was 
very viſible. I find that aurscn has particularly 

abſerved this diſorder of the fetus, and gives no. 
leſs than three different inſtances of it, hut never 
R 3 | could 
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affected has paſſed from the womb to the grave, 
within the ſpace of kx, fevers eight, or nine 
days. He diflinguiſhes this diſorder from the 
hernia unibilicalis, and, as 4 palliative, adviſes 
; emplafirum diapomphotigos, ' or the like, which has 
| not too great à tenacity, leſt by adhering too 
firmly to the thin kin, it might rend open a 
paſſage for the contained viſcera to prolapſe. 
6rerany, caſe xxiv. relates a vety uncommon 
inſtance of a woman who had twins; the one 
born, and a great flooding ſucceeding; the other 
remaining in the womb, which he fpeedily deli- 
vered by the feet; but the woman beitig exhauſted 
before he came to her, died ſoon aſter the deli- 
very.—cHAPMAN deſcribes two other-melancholy 
examples of flooding in time of labour; the firſt, 
where the woman, at her full time, ſell into 
violent floodings, which ſo far exhauſted her 
ſtrength, that although he delivered the child by 
its feet as ſoon as poſſible, che fatlent died in 
ſix hours after delivery. The ſecond, where a 
young lady, in labour with her firſt child, was 
F209 2 N ſeized 


ſeized hate arm of the. Fg 
fant; preſented itſelf; but by the neglect of the. 
practitioner who | attended her, was ſuffered, to 
die of the hemorrhage. without a attempt to 
deliver her. But in another caſe which he gives 
us of a flooding in time of labour, although che 
woman had ſaintings every two or three minutes, 
to à very great degree, and oftentimes ſeemed 
quite gone; he delivered the child by its, feet, 
and the woman being of a ſirong and bealchy 
conſtitution, had che good fortune to xecover,—, 
Dr. 8MELLIE, vol. iii, no. 2. caſe. iy. ſpeaks « of a, 
woman, who was ſeized with a flooding in the. 
time of labour; the arm and ſhoulder preſented, 
and detained ſome. of the waters after the mem- 
branes were broke; he puſhed up the arm and 
fundus, brought down the legs, and delivered, 
the child, which was fmall ; but the patient was 
ſeized. with a fainting, followed by convulſions, 
and died inſtantly, In caſe the fixth of the, 
ſame collection, we find a woman attacked with, 


nn the funis, 
A V4 8 fallen 


4 
* 


ache While Bebe ih hed of the child, and 
the membranes not broke: upon which they 
were ruptured, the child turned and delivered; 
and the woman, after continuing in a weak and 
low condition for many days, was able to get 

out of bed in three wetks :—and in caſe vii. is 
likewiſe given the hiſtory of a woman in labour, 
attacked with' a floodin g. and the 'child” deli. 
vered; but the woman being of a weak and de- 
licate conſtitution, afier continuing for eighteen 
or twenty days in a good way of recovery, Was 
taken with a purging, continued languid after it, 
and died at the end of ſix-weeks from her deli- 
very. Coll. 35. of the ſame vol. cafe xi we 
find a face preſentation; the woman exhauſted 
by floodings, che os uteri ſnipp d with the ſcif- 
ſars, che child brought ſootling, and the woman 
died on the fourth day, In caſe xvi, he has 
alſo another inſtance of flooding, where the 0s 
uteri was ſnipp'd and tore, the child delivered 
footling, and the woman died of a looſeneſs on 
the ſeventh day. In coll. 39. no. 1. caſe i. the 
doctor has related a moſt remarkable circum- 
| * ſtance 


Rn A... * 2 
— * ä * * — 
"ad 1 . - 
. — — we 2 
” 


| L * 
an of a' flooding, wherein the woman died | 
ſuddenly ; the Cæſarian ſefion immediately took 
ſents us with another flooding caſe, where the. 
woman died, and the Cæſarian operation was im- 
mediately performed, but with the fame ill ſue- 
ceſs as before, In coll. 42, no, 1. caſe i. is an 
account of a flooding, which was reſtrained by. 
che help of opiates, and cold topical applica- 
tions, and the woman was delivered: by the 
labour pains. ' In caſe the ſecond of the ſame 
collection, we | find another inftance of a flood-' - 
ing, which came ſuddenly on; and, notwih- 
ſtanding recourſe was had to the fame means as 
in the former caſe, 'the woman being of a weakly 
conſlitution, fell into a ſecond | fainting fit, and 

expired: and likewiſe, caſe the third, he relates a 
flooding, occaſioned by part of the placenta be- 
ing detached from the uterus; by means of opt 
ates; the woman was lulled into reſt, and in a 
little time delivered by the labour pains. Vide 
. LAMOTTE, book v. chap. 4. and the fame __ 
; _ vii. obſ. 215 & 214. 
CASK 


been very ſtrong : that the head was low: down, 


become much more feeble; the woman had 
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. WOMAN, PP 2 had ſuffered . hs 
2 Ae ee in the morning of the 


third day, which was the qth of armit,; 1771. 
ſuddenly was ſeized with a fainting fit; 16868 


ſent ſor, and informed by the midwiſe, that the 
waters broke ty days beſore that the pains had 


aud they had expected its delivery every minute. 
but, within the two laſt hours the pains had 


appeared very weak, and twice fainted quite 
away, but no blood had appeared upon the 
linen; the pulſe was ſmall and low, and, upon 
examination, I found the head low advanced in 
the pelvis, preſenting with the face to the pubes, 
which determined tle, ſituation of the ears; the 

extreme 


19 1 


extreme werk neſß of che woman, and as nature had 
been truſted as far as it was fafe, after gradually 


lubricating the perineum and vagina, in the thoſt _ 
eaſy and deliberate manner, as the patient lay on 
her fide; introduced one blade of the forceps, and 
ſoon aſter the other; when both were paſſed, and 
properly ſecured, che patient was tutned on her 
back, and careſully ſupporting the periuæum, I 
effected the extraction of che head in che manner 
it preſented which” was very large, and had 
blocked up a moſt amazing quantity of blood: 
indeed,” it is impoſſible to conceive how the wo- 
man could ſuſtain ſack à diſcharge, and be alive. 
The” child was born alive, but lived only a 
few minutes; the woman was for ſome time ex- 
tremely weak, but at length recovered. — Dr, 
BURTON remarks the caſe of a woman, to whom 
he was called, who had been long in labour, 
and all the ſymptoms of a woman's flooding to 
death,” although the linen was not tied with 
blood;” owing, he fays,to the child's fize ſo 
entirely filling the os uteri that none could pals ; 
he 2 the woman immediately; and ſuch 


a quantity 
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ity of blood was hin. 
a quantity of blood was collected within the 
womb, that he was amazed the woman | was 
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DR. LEAKE has obſerved, that when the child's 
head for a time ſhuts up the os uteri,/ the patient 
may continue to loſe blood profuſely into the 
cavity of the womb, altho' none appears exter- 
nally: and AIs mentions a very extraordi- 
nary caſe, where only the centre part of the la- 
centa being looſened, a large quantity of coagu- 
lated blood was lodged. between it and the uterus, 
as it were in à bag; and conſequently, not a 
drop was externally diſcharged, ſo as to foretell 
the danger,—When we come to conſider flood- 
ings and abortions, we fhall find that one is the 
frequent and moſt general conſequence of the 
other ; and, that the immediate definition of flood- 
ing is the detachment of ſome part of the placenta 
or chorion from the internal furface of the ulerus, 
either from ſome external hurt, debility, extraor- 
dinary paſſions of the mind, a natural bad habit 
of the body, or by taking medicines improperly; 

| * 
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CASE ane 


1 the month of Arkttr, 1768. a woman 
applied to me with à bubo in her groin, and 


ulcers in che noſe and throat; ſhe was in the 
ſeventh month of her pregnancy, had received 
the inſection three months before; and been un- 


der the care of an empiric, who was either eu- 


tirely ignotant of her real diſorder, or had pro- 
craſtinated the cure with a view of lucre; I or- 
dered cataplaſms to be applied to the tumour to 


bring it to maturation, and gave her inwardly a 


ſpoonful of the ſolution of corrofive ſublimate, 
made with fixteen grains, diffolved in two 


drachms of ſpirits of nitre to a pint of brandy; 


and every fourth morning exhibited a mild laxa- 
tive of -manna, diſſolved in infuſion of ſena. 
The tumour becoming prominent, the ſkin thin, 
| and 


Cn 


i ns 1 
and the Rukkuntion perceptible, Aae wel- 
lion with a lancet through its Whole length, and 


cut auuy the looſe ãntegumenti with the ſeiſſursʒ 


afterwards dieſſed / it properly, and an about tluee 
weeks it was entirely incarned g the ulcers in 
entirely well; and heſides, ſue oſten complained 
of tenſion and pain ia thoſe patts I was ape 
benſive that che virus, at this unlucky period of 
geſtation, 'was, not do bẽ radically. diſahatged: 
and, indeed, Promiſed myſelf little more than % 
be able to keep it within bounds till aſter her 
lying · in. wich wbich vie I l continued dhe ſolu = 
don, till the, day ſhe; was- deliviered-of a ſemiile | 
child, which. at finſt had ud appearance of: the 
inſoction; but in leſs than a week the lahia began 
to [Well, and ſmall blotches appeared in different 
patts of its body, As the mother. of che child 
had plenty of milk, and excapt the ſoteneſs in 
her throat, was otherwiſe. as hearty and ſtrong as 
any woman ãn her ſuuation could be, I adviſed 
her 40,/ſuckle:ithe; child, which he did. Ar che 
end of three weeks I began to * ſmall 
1 . doſes 


t % 1]. 
doſes of calomel, with a view to raiſe 1 flight 
ſalivation, in which 1 ſucceeded to my wiſh, 
and continued the ſputation eighteen days; in 
the mean time the eruptions on the child were 
daily anointed with an unguent compoſed of one 
drachm of white precipitated mereury, mixed 
in an ounce of axungia, flavoured with a ſmall 
quantity of burgamot; and by theſe means, 
boch woman and child: were entirely cured of 
the diſorder. I have been ſince conſulted in the 
caſe of a child three months old, who; by the 
exulcerations in its mouth and throat,” it was 
plain had imbibed the diſorder from the nurſe. 
The woman at firſt denied the charge; but, upon 
examinatior, was ſound to have venereal warts 
without ſide che pudenda, ' and a violent diſcharge 
from the vagina, The child was immediately 
removed, and cured within a month; by taking 
a powder of one grain of calomel, and ten 
grains of ſugar, every other myght,-4n-aſpeonful 
of breaſt milk; and beſides this, on every third 
morning, three drachms of manna in a little __ 
chicken broth. | | 


IN 


Þ «s 1 | 
in the third volume of the Medical Effays aud 


ta we meet with an account of's md» | 
lignant lues, comimunicated by ſuction. avs. 


tckaü gives an inſtance of a young woman who 
had long had his diforder, and Had once before 
miſcarried olf 4 dead child, which was rotten 
with the complaint; and who, ſtill labouriig = 
under the les, to a very ſevere degtee; concealed 
her ſecond pregnancy; and put herſelf under 
the care of à ſurgeon, who cured her by ſaliva- 
tion, and ſhe was afterwards delivered, at het 
full time, of à child. in every reſpect as healthy 
#5 if che mother had never had the leaſt touch 
of chat diſeaſe; from which example he infers, 
chat x big bellied woman may ſaſely be taken in | 
hand,” and cute, if proper precautions are 
taken: he ulſo tells us, chat a friend of his, to 
whom he communicated the above caſe, afferted; 
that he himſelf, twice in the above caſe, had been 
ficeefsful in the cure of the women; and, that 
their children were well botn, at their full time, 
without having the leaſt impreſſioni of the venom 


in any part * their bodies: and further fays, 


Le vs $ chat 


86 
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| | bY, 286 1 
55 that senen conkens 10 us, this. man in 
ing with, mercury, and ſalivation, preſcribed. by 
empirics; which, may convince us, that this cure 
will eaſily have better ſucceſs, when governed and 
managed by a {kilful and experienced perſon.—— 
Aſter all known, it is certain, that mercury ex- 
hibited during pregnancy, will always be a ha- 
zardous remedy ; eſpecially with patienis of en 
irritable habit: and, from obſervations, which have 
been made from che praflice of inoculation, above 
ten years ago, when. it was uſual to tive pretty 
large doſes. of calomel, by way of preparation, it 
appears, that ſeveral pregnant women; who were 
among the inoculated, miſcarried; which may 
ſerve as a caution. under fimilar circumſtances in 


future; at che ſame time, it may be worthy, of 
remark, that the uſe of mercury may, moſt pro- 
bably, be found. leſs injurious, after the fifth, 
month, than before; becauſe: the tear 
in in the carlier months of pregnancy. 
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twenty-five, in the morning gf the goth af 
SEPTEMBER, 1764. was ſeized with violent vo⸗ 
mitings, and 3 prodigious diſcharge of blood 
from the tomach, which continued till the ne 
| at the conſequence 
fired the aſſiſtance of a midwife who found her 
in a vety weak condition, continually inclined 


to vomit, convulſed, with nom and then ſmall 


reſembling thoſe of labour, and a flight 
but at that time nothing further. 'The woman 
examined, and found, as ſhe imagined, ſomer 
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| a e ſuſpicions of the bad practices 
| vidch te n and ee "che wa 
Fan cw ſent ag me: ſou aſter which I 
attended, and found the unhappy patient ex- 
tremely 10% arid weak; with a fall intermiuing 
pulfe, cold clammy ſweats, overwhelmed with 
horror; and ſenſible to what a degree of danger 
| ſhe had expoſed herſelf, in a voice ſcarcely arti- 
culate, ſhe told me ſhe had ſuffered great pains, 
retched violently, and often brought up great 
quantities of blood,” and had convulſions in her 
belly; the pains, ſhe added, went quite through 
her at firſt: but fince ſhe had more bearing down, 
| they were ſome what abated, but, that The had 
Rill a (continual ſickneſs at her ſtomach and an 
inclination to vomit: upon examination, T found 
a total ſeparation of the placenta from the uterus, 
and the former as low as the os externum, which 1 
brought forth immediately.” The knees of the fetus 
next puſhed down, which, together with all its 
| Other parts, were, in leſs than a minute, eafily 
delivered; ; notwithſtanding the rupture which muſt 
| have 


+[ ; fonts } 1 


Have happened to the venial appendatzes, and the | 
Thock which the womb had ſuſtained, I could 
not bod chat chere had been any great hemor- 
rhage from it; the flux, from che firſt,” being 
chiefly tjefted'by vomit ex ore; the fetus had no 
hid marks upon any part of it, and did not 
appear to have been long dead: ſoon after its 
delivery, 1 gave the patient two ſpoonfuls of a 
cardiac mixture, which was ſcarcely ſwallowed, 
before ſhe retched and threw it back; with the 
adition of, at leaſt, a quart of chocolate colbuted 
bile; ſoon after which, as I ſat on the bed- ide, I 
began to interrogate her upon the melancholy fitu- 
ation to which ſhe was reduced; and told her, 
that 1 was fearful ſhe had not acted right; perhaps, 
might have been imprudently prevailed on to 
have taken ſome medicine which had difagreed 
wich her, and been, the cauſe of all her illneſs; 
which, I vas forry to repreſent to her, as of the 


moſt-dangerous kind; at the fame time, I begged 
ſhe would make an ingenuous anſwer to theſe, 


enquiries, eicher to me or her miſtreſs, who had 
elt much on her account. She defired it might 
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ometu cauſed a bearing 2 ; pains, which 
* ceſſi 8 frequent „ee 
T rk „ looſe ſtools, r. 
_ water at ; ad e had drank 

N ranghs, which ſoon 

#-came 


Eo I 6 5 be OOO 
«+ Ylood;'tthit,” ſoon" after che vomitings beten. 
* blbod; like ber menthly courſes; but, at no 
„time, in uny very great quantity, and that ſhe 
belt me chila very diſtinctty about an hour be- 
fore Ine to he medicine; but aſter the ſtrug- 
ging motions, which ſhe beſore deſcribed, had 
„ ceaſed,” and, which - ſhe" thought, were occa- 
* F6ned''by. che child, fhe had felt nothing like 
i, she bad Texrecly finiſhed this declara- 
Aon, "beſote due ws Feired vih Figors, coll 
ſvexs,”detiquia, and convulhons; and each, in 
a lu minutes, eloſed che tratzic ſeene: chus died 
rhis poor unhappy wretch, the miferüble victim 
of u eriminul practice, (intended to conceal from 
the world, a ſhame and difgrace) which, in its 
core quen cos, terminated in untimely death, and 
muſtiplied" guilt. | At the delire of her friends. 
n with the anlante of ansther 'Fargeon, 1 
of the vill uf the Romach, an "inflammation of 
the 6a as Well as of both-the'fiiniller and 
„ larger 
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icularly. diſordered by the rough and violent 
operation of the, medicine which ſhe had taken 
and which, it was obvious, had been the death 
of both, mother and child. We related theſe: cir- 
cumſtances upon oath, before the coroner, who 
had been called in to make his ingueſt ; and che 
whole affair, at the following aſſiges for the 
county, pnderwent: the examination of à court 
of juſtice. — biquis has ohſerved, that thoſe 
maids, who uſe means to procure an abortion, are 
guilty of a very great crime, and, chat the diffe- 
rence of time does not alter the nature of it; 
for, whether the ſoul has actually taken poſſeſ- 
ſion of. the body, or, is only preparing to entet 
It, a BEING, which would have been made com- 
pleat and perſect, is deſtroyed and murdered. 
The ſame author farther remarks, that if an 
abortion is owing to a diſeaſe, no- body can he 
blamed for it; but if it is cauſed by medicines, 
ſuch practice is utterly condemned by all men of 
Tenſe, as moſt pernicious and unwarranfable; for 
a premeditated murder, and is by no means 

| Juſtifable, 
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by the laws of all 
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juſtifiable, even, though a 
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finding herſelf 


ſhould do it, to preſerve her own, 
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ions, ought to be puniſhed 


with death. He alſo adds, "tha _ who, for 
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% DEAR I 

f Tur defire I entertained of 
i ſeeing the women recover, before l preſented you 
wich the three following laborious caſes, which 
a, buffed to me within a ſhort ſpace of each 
* other, prevented my writing ſooner; I now 
10 enjoy that ſatisfaQion, and permit me to beg 
| | N your 


| of proceeding 
| | my 
#*:g labour, 
"8 her firſt 
4 was 


* triſkng pain, 
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und waited till eight o'clock the next morning, 
in expectation that the pains might ſtill be able 
to effect its advancement; but finding them 
* Jefſeri and: abate; and an incipient flooding 
„coming on, I began to think of the; forceps, 
4 and, as chere was no guide for their direction, de- 
termined to apply them. and deliver as well as 1 
„could; yet, I found, that the head was ſo firmly 
+! wedged in the pelvis, that I could not intraduce 
„ them without much hurt to the patient. I was 
* caſting this over in my mind, When, with 2 
«pain, by ſar weaker than many ſhe had had 
before, I gladly perceived the head to deſcend: 
+ I now encouraged the woman to make the moſt 
+ of her pains; which ſhe did, and wich the 
bay help of three or four more throes, the head 
* lengthened in form of a ſugar loaf; as in a 
« Jittle-time delivered. and the ſhouldera and 
body, without much difficulty. followed. The 
* funis had given way at its inſertion into the 
* placenta, appeared beginning to putiiſy, and 
had to faſt knots, one at one, and the other 
at the other end of it; which, by. chſtructing 
Los | ei the 


FOOL. (i, oo OS | 
« the circulation through the chord, moſt pro- 
« bably- occaſioned the death of the child: which 
appeared to have been dead ſome days, altho, 
« during the labour, there was no other ſign. 
„of its death than the puffy emphyſcmatous 
« touch. of the ſcalp. The woman flooded very 
„much; upon which I paſſed my hand, well 
+ lubricated, through the vagina into the uterus ; 
„and having no direQion from the funds; aſtet 
'« removing ſome coagula of blood Which laid 
„in the way, 1 found the placenta adhering to 
the fundus uteri, and gently endeavoured to ſe- 
' parate it with my fingers, but it was ſo very 
putrid as to come away by piece meals; a very 
« difagrecable circumſtance, which occaſioned 
„me much uneaſineſs; however, by this means, 
I had reaſon to believe I had entirely emptied 
the uterus, as the flooding ceaſed; and the wo- 
„man remained pretty well till the third day after 
« delivery, when ſhe was ſuddenly ſeized with an 
immoderate hemorrhage from the uterus, at- 
„ tended with a weak pulſe, feveriſh heat, ina- 
« bility io .ſpeak, and great pain in the hypo- 

| | | *' chondria; 


* 


«. chondrie; I was much alarmed at finding her 
in this difagreeable' and dangerous ſlate, and 
* the more fo, as I found myſelſ accuſed with 
not having delivered the whole of the placenta; 
« which I began to fancy might” indeed be 'the 
« cauſe of this unexpected flux; but, on exami- 
nation, the uterus was found free from any re- 
« maining body, I therefore attributed her com- 
„ plaints to a laxity brought on by the exceſſive 
4 heat of the room, and ordered her to be kept 
u cooler; to obſerve an incraflating regimen, 
and to take a draught of Peruvian decoflion, 
* acidulated with elixir of vitriol, every five hours, 
and at bed time preſcribed | an anodyne ; che flux 
% was hereby reſtrained, ſhe recovered her ſpeech, 
* was weak and low for ſome days; but has, at 


length, recovered without any other bad ae L 
tom whatever, : 

ruf ſecond of theſe patients had likewiſe WM 
« previouſly informed me of her condition; that i 
4 ſhe had borne eleven children, and was turned 
of forty, and had never had one labour that ky 


. „Was 


1 wo 1 | 
v not attended wih. ſame pattieular- R-. 
* culty. Early; in tha morning of the 23th of 
« Ar Bit, I received a meſſage 10 attend han; aud 
„ ter waking.) fore hows, before: the bad any 
thing of a pain worth noticing; Iden cnamined 
„her, and. found the 05 tino but little dilated, 
„ callous to:the.touch, and the head of the child 
« above th hrim of the gelvis;i ſhetold meſhohad 
bad fight pains at intervals ſon me hon be- 
„ fore 1 Mas ſent for, and. Ihat cha unters broke 
„ wichaut any pain, as ſhe was getting into bed 
« the preeeding vight, which 1 booked upon a8 
au unfavourable. circumſlance: at this. inſtant 
« receiving a call, in great haſte, to attend ano- 
„ther woman, I gave her twenty drops of the 
* tindlere. iſirbaica in a cu of tea, and left: her 
„lat che preſent. The next morning, about fix 
clock. I was again ſent for to her, and in- 
formed; that ĩſ I did not make haſte: ſhe would 
" be delivesed before I teached the houſe: upon 
" coming/ to her, 1 found ſhe had had very 
" ſhtantz pains fox. twa haurs paſt; and had 
- GM fa much. that ſhe: was very weak and 
+ faint; 


1 t 
n aint; which was, indeed, tos plain y tha 
* paleneſs of her 'counteatice; and the lo wneſſ 
| 2 en del pier . 
„ niſhed to Abd che * of the ang pe. 
. wich the chin turned to the ſacrwm, the 
1 fotchead to the pubes, and ſomewhat elevated; 
the leſt ear to the right iſchium, and the right 
« ear. to the left iſchium. I had ſcatcely made 
« my examination when ſhe was taken, which 
determined me to deliver her widr the forceps, 
and was juſt. about to introduce one blade 
when ſhe was ſeized with convulſions, which 
4 obliged me to deſiſt; and as the "fy mptems 
were now ſo extremely urgent, fearing any 
1 farther. delay might prove fatal, I reſolved to 
open the head; and placing the womat as 
* well as I could. on her back, properly ſup- 
ported, acroſs the bed, althoughthe attendants 
«+ pronounced her a dead woman, I deliberately 
„ proceeded to perforate the o ſrontis with the 
long ſciſſars, and chen employed the blunt 
* hook ſor the extraction of ilie brain; which 
« being 


- = bf 20 1 
wb 1 carefully ſeparated and removed 1 
« the looſe ſharp pieces of bones, that no part 
of the wornan” might be lacerated as I ex- 
« tralled the head ; which I firſt ſtrove to do 

« with my fingers introduced into the cavity of 
the cranium! and ſecondly, by the blunt hook; 

but being foiled in both theſe attempts, I, as 
« expeditiotiſly-as poſſible, applied both blades of 
« the crotchets, brought their handles together, 
© ſecured them, and made the extraction: the 
« womas being the whole time in a fainting fit, 
« and convulſed, I immediately after delivered. 
the ſerundines, bound ligatures round the. e- 
« tremities, | ſqueezed out à ſponge ſoaked in 
« brandy wherein roch allum had been diſſolved, 
in the uterus; ſtuffed the vagina with tow dip- 
ped in oxycrate, and as ſoon as poſſible got 


ber to ſwallow half a drachm of extra! of 
bart in an ounce and a half of weak cinnamon 
« water, which. I continued every. three hours 
„through the Whole day; during which time 1 
« never left her: in the evening ſhe took a little 
* broth, and ſpoke ſenſibly, which ſhe had not 

) On 


_— 
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babes übte e neh had:no/ mere 
 * fainting fits, nor convulſtons 3 and, by. dhe 
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$4 „un Wiel Py which I * las e 
" 4 -with, happened on ihe adh of avi. 
The patient was in her ſiſtiech year, and, had 

been eight and forty hours attended: by a mid- 
4' wiſe; che watats were: evacuated twelve. hour: 

**' before I came to her; ſhe was grawa faint 

% and weak, her pains had relaxed, ten hours, 

4 and were now] ſo entirely gone off, that the 

* powers of nature were, apparently, inſufficient 

4 to.expebthe child. On'cxamination, I ſound 

++ the os tince largely dilated, the;vertex; advanced 

low, in the pelvis, and confined by the left vs 
iſchium; as there was no proſpect of advantage 
to be gained by delay, aſter ordering an emol- 
dient clyſter to empty. the redlum of its con- 


. tents, 1 determined upon delivering her wih 
ehe forceps; and placing her in a conve- 
* nient. polition, after lubricating the feringun 

| « and 


pu, by. paſſing my hand carefully up by the 


child's head within fide this band, I with the | 
V other guided one blade; and iu the ſame flow 


* arid cautious manger, in à little. time, intro- 
« duced the other, then locked them, and in the 
extraction imĩtated in my operation the natural 
«+ progreſſion. of the labour pains; by that means 


„ diſengaging. the head from its confinement at 


che iſchium, turning the forehead. into the hol- 
low of the ſacrum, and gently bringing out 


dhe occiput ſram under the pubes3 the perinaum 


been dead ſome hours, Query, Is it not pro- 
'* bable, that the life of the child might have 

+ been ſaved, could it have received a like aſſiſt- 
« ance ſome hours ſooner ? On che fourth day 
« after delivery, the fockia were gehenden by avio- 
« lent diarrha, which hadattacked the patient on 
che preceding day, and weakened her ſo much, 
* that ſhe ſpoke with difficulty, and ſcarcely 
* breathed; ſhe had cold, clammy fiveats, and 

T 2 was 


| | GAY ::- » 
was delirious, fo that her neighbour" pro- 

* nounced her at the laſt extremity.” I applied 

* large galbanum plaiſter over the whole addo- 


a ſolution of aſafetida, in ſmall cinnamon and 
* penny-royal water, and cauſed to be injected 
3» every fout hours, a clyſter of rice water and 
'* elefluarium e ſcordio; by which treatment, the 
next morning the lochia appeared afreſh, the 

* diarrhcea abated; the delirium went off, and, 
except weakneſs, a nervous tremor and fink- 
ing, (to which, I am informed, when at the 
"4 beſt, ſhe is fubject) ſhe is now in à fairer 
vy of recovery; than ever could have been 
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„1 AM extremely pleaſed you go on 
u ſucceſsfully in Ab WIr IAT; and have no reaſon 
to doubt of its continuance,” if you proceed 
„wich the ſame care and circumſpeQion, as in 
he caſes mentioned ; which are, indeed, curi- 
« ous, and well worthy being inſerted in any 
** culty ſeemed to accrue from the large fize of 
the head: deliveries are generally moſt happy. 
„when the head is proportionable to the ipetvis. ' 

In the ſecond caſe, where the face prefented, 1 
„ ſhould be glad to know if you found it eaſy 
„to perforate the os frontis: and, if you found 
* the * and where, and che chin, &c.” 

cia! T's 2 20 


was | 


| 1 206 4 | 
— caſe of much extremity, 8 
great fortitude. The face re- on age 

* count of the uneaſy axxeſt tu the rra | 
u make a moſt ——— difficult crotchet 
* caſe, Neu certainly afted right in nes uſing. 
bs. the forceps on this occaſion; as the ſlimulus pro- 
* duced by them, would have been liable to jncreaſe 
dhe pain and fits. In the third caſe, the wa- 
| * ters were only evacuated twelve hours, which 
you know, is not à long time; what went be- 
4 fore. ſerving chiefly to: open the” 0s linzw, ber. 
Lon mention the verdex being Ide here: I beg 
* where; as by its relatian to the pubes and iſchis, 
che head's Gtuation is determined with certainty ; 
*« what reaſons. could you have for believing the 
child to have been dead ſome boars? I ap- 
„ prove of your delivering the yiatent with the 
_ ** ſorceps+: but, whether, or nd, you could have 
*faved the child by operating ſeoner, xegatds. 3 
part of u] ͥ ͥ᷑lar, not yet cleared up with = 
"® certainty; therefore, I deſire this may be ihe 
Ns 0 e when Ne 
* laborious 


c ſueceeds oſanen in delivering children alive, 
„h ve de wich the forceps, e. h tro wo- 


the other of a dead one by natuse: in this 
caſe, ths Hines ſeems 10 have the ptefetenee: 
this, affair, accurately 
« ielated;/imight NN In the firſt caſe, 4a 
+ ſhouldbe. glad un know if che furs) was ſhor ;- 
' + and rewdin; )&c, 5 $i. 63. bb BELT : 
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„as obliged to uſe ſome ſirength in opening 
I did not diſcover the ſonlanelle the chin vnn to 
dhe ſacrum : in regard to cht Hooding of this 
«« patient, -I muſt beg leave to reſer you to that 
«+ part of my letter which relates to her caſe, and 
« ing, previous io ber delivery, was the principal 
* cauſe of all ihe had ſymptdtas which the pa- 
tient then labourgd-undgr- n a 
you in this caſc, -that pen evaeua the 
- 44 uterus, the — We 
* mach added to the 5 -as 
to induce me. by eee to re- 
« ſtrain the flux. In the third caſe, twelve 
* hours, I muſt.confeſs, was no very long time 
*: ſor the cvacnation; of the waters): but then, if 
« if you. pleafe to remember, how litfle could 
be expected from the pains: and add to this, 
* the exceſſive fatigue which ſhe had undergone 
from the length of her labour; ou you 
1 2 5 ene 
* 1 | by caſe 


pr Sis \ 
'1.caſe, nun 40 dhe polen anche ather* 


* ſelling eie. from the uterusg an une 


of the bones of the head, and 
e paraion el Ge ci een 


*; IF. 


Now ſhould/y be'granteds alk een 


alixe ten hours beſore I came i and had 
. die, ay re 


* 


"\ ance ofthe caſe would then have cqually.i in- 
** duced. me to employ, che forceps, the child 
 would,; at leaſt, have had a beuer chance of 
being ſaved. Vou may depend on my making 
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: . my her Kilt4be child. . eottveyitng"thd 


waitin eee eee 
from the uterus, by being too ſhort; as men 
tivied=by'2,”" LrYte, Ack, Erud. Lipf. Aint, 
106“ where it was nor above half its" tual 
ſengik ? and u AuNiC( Axt; ob. 30 7. affirms? to 
Have Rind one fo Hort (un Tiers Faune) that 
the child could not be brought forth withbut 
| bringing the after- binh at the ſame time. The 
fame caſe he met with ſoon after, obſ. 406. but 
| = * laſt, the chord was allo as thick a8 _ 
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aaa eee 
y tg bb 59: he delivered another pen, : 
third of ihe uſual kings; und ea 612. another) 3 
bad only half the right length: and likewiſt.: 5 _ 
obſ. Gg one, whoſe! chord us only half a fog / | 
and he obſerved, this ſhorneſs always occaſioned! 7 5 9 
violent-pains to“ he mother (as iu obl. 666. K. i oe 
6870 byche length „ Ie rarely; 3 
here. nursdn, obſ! 17. mentioas an „ 

of a ſatu" being killed by knots on che navel 5 
firing. / Mr. ravrr Hiſt, Mem. de N _ : 
eee eee ** the na- | | 
had ee eee — 
parts dat foimed the knots could be obferwdzß © 
rip Gods — -+ 
—.— the child was alive or dank SITE : 
. = ov, > 4 
as N 1s n e 
42483 | | J | _niſt © 2 


r 21. n 
niſeſt — eek in p. 995: 
mentions the death of a fetus, from a tight dran 
knot on the middle of the unit: he likewiſe 
ſpeaks of delivering a live child, where there was 
which the fun, being nine hands: breadth- long, 
had a looſe knot on it; and was twiſted round the 
neck of the child, which was dead z but does not 
| imipute its death to the knot-or-circurvolution, 
natrow pelvis. — Dion is produces two inſtances 
head; in both of which attempts were made to 
put back the child, turn it, and bring it by the 
fete but -after the | bodies of che children were 
fetched away, the heads, he ſays,” remained be» 
hind in the womb; and could not be extracted 
but with the greateſt violence, which occaſioned 
the death of both. He further recommends, pa- 
tience in theſe caſes ; cautions againſt the uſe. of 
e till there are certain ſigns of the 

N child's 


= qr) 
_ child's death; and gives a particular account of 
a labour' of this kind which happened at vza- 
SAILLES(—GIFFARD has /publiſhed no leſs 'than 
retarded, either from the bulk, or bad poſition of 
the head: of this number, we find three women 
delivered of live children. by the ſorce of tlie 
| ſmall, or the pelvis ſufficiently capacious, one 
of whom only bad a dead child: and fifty-nine 
were delivered by his - extractor, ſorty- nine ot 
which had live children La moTTE, in obſ. 
12g. & 242, gives two caſes of the extraordinary 
fize of the head; in both which he tuned the 
child, and with great difficulty delivered the 
child: in obf. 245. he met with. a caſe, where 
the fize of the head was ſo great that he was 
obliged to deliver: obſ. 247. & 248. contain 
two inſtances, where the head was locked in the 
paſſage, and required leſſening; norvithſlanding 
which, we find the ſame author adviſing, as the 
beſt and ſureſt way, in the extreme bigneſs of the 
head, to paſs the hand into the uterus by the 


fide 


ful in this' practice in obl. -313.:>Vide BMELLIE, 
vol. ii. coll. 27. caſes 1, 8, g. 4, 5, le 6/—0vLD, 
is of opinion, chat if the expulſion be impeded by 
the diſproportion-of che fize in the head and pel- 
vis, or the mother's weakneſs, and not from any 
diſtortion in the ſorm: and, if there be any rea- 
fon to imagine; that the child is living; or, ra- 
ther, if there be any certainty of its death; in 
ſome hints as to the choice of them, and diree- 
tions as to their uſe, Vide ron, chap. xi. and 
ASTRUC, chap. ii. Turning the child, to deli- 
ver it by the feet, is in this caſe often difficult 
and dangerous, and ſeldom adviſcable, | 


pf. SMELLIE, vol. 1ii. coll. 31. and caſe a2. ex- 
hibits an extraordinary inſtance of a face pre- 
ſentation; ſeveral trials were ineffebiually made 
10 bring the child ſootling; the forceps were alſo. 


open . kalten 9c the 3 


ficient, to allow a diſcharge! of the cer ebrum : all 


theſe. different methods failing, :'he.; ihwoduced 


the t curved cratchets, - one on-10ach | fide, 
which, tore open the bones of che cranium then 
the contents, were evacuated, the head was dimi- 


ficulty had happened, Anecher delivery of the 
ſame k ind. in which the face preſented; and the 


child. like ,the former, as delivered by the 


crotchet, follows in caſe Ia. And caſe 23. in a 
letter to the DoRor, from mr. n. dated £582%,1 752. 
e are told, that the face preſented at the-lower 
part of the pelvis, the forchead to tlie right i- 
chium, and the membranes had been broke ſeve- 


voured to bring the child footling. unſucceſsfully 
tried the forceps, and, as he could not perforate 
17 bones of the face and forchead, to make an 


* opening 


niſhed; the ſatus was delivered} and the Woman, 
he ſays; afterwards recovered, as if; no ſucb diſ- 


ral hours beſore his arrival; he iu vain endea - 


121 
. ab opens, Fes edveduinIiy 


crotchet above the temporal bone, and at length. 


alter fix hours fatigue; in trying theſe Uiffevem 
ways, he delivered the patient. Vide 4 morrs, 
obſ. 113, & 116. In reference to the third caſe 
preſented to dr. MACKENZIE in my laſt letter, I 
| ſhall quote CHAPMAN, caſe 16. in which the 
child came right, the head was ſar advanced and 
low in the vagina; the pains beginning to abate, 

 tigued, he introduced the forceps,” and ſafely 
delivered the patient. For laborious caſes; when 
the vertex preſents,” and the child's head is low 
in the pelvis. Vide dr. suxTLIE, vol, ii. coll. 24. 
caſes 1, 2, & 2. and for laborious caſes, when. 
the head of the child is low in-the*pelvis, and 
delivered with the forceps, vide coll. 25. of the 
fame vol. caſes 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, & 7. And for 
laborious caſes of women, delivered by the for- 
- ceps, the vertex preſenting the ear to the pubis, 
vol. ii. coll. 29. caſes 1, 2, 3, 4. 5, 6, 7 & 8. 
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Is the morning: of the ſecond om | 
1766. 1 was called to a woman in labour, who 

had been attended by a midwiſe, during the twa 
preceding days and nights; the pains were gvod 
and firong, and the os uteri compleatly dilated, = 
with the membranes entire, but they broke in time | 
of a pain ſoon aſter I came in ; the waters were eva · 
cuated, and. the face deſcended low down inta 
che pelujs, with the chin to. the pubis: finding 
this, the, ſituation, and, that the head, notwith- 
landiatz the pains, did not advance, I paſſed my 
hand cautiouſly into the pelvis, and in the remiſ- 
ſion of them raiſed up the head of the child, 
ſo as td be able to puſh the ſhoulders above the _ 
brim of che pelvis; by which means, I was fo 
lucky as to alter the poſition of che face, and 
bring che ſontanelle to preſent with the face to the 
pubes; and the child was Toon aſter bory alive, 
without any further trouble. "8 2 5 
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E bh woman, big with * firſt 
child, was taken in labour the chird of "Avevsr, 
r769. ſhe had been attended by midwife for 
many hours before my arrival; "who informed 
me, chat the child's breech pre nted, and that 
with her utmoſt endeavours, ſhe could not make 
way bor it; the pains were fill pretty good, but 
the waters had elapſed the day before. The face, 
Fom its confined ſituation, and the rough hand- 
ling of the midwife, was ſo exccedingly tumified, 
that it was hard to diftinguifh it; but after ſome 
time 1 diſcovered the chin to the ſacrum : T en- 
deavoured to change the polition of the face, and 
bring down the vertex with the face to the ſa- 


crum'; but it was in vain : and as the ſymptoms 
were not very preſſing, 1 I was ani ng to em- 


—— IJ 


ploy 


. T- mg. 1. 
glow ths! ape I therefore —— i 
ſupported” the patient, and waited che iſſue wich 
patience; which proved fortanate ; for, in about 
four hours, the expulſion was effected by nature, 
and the child born alive; but, never in my life, 
had I ſeen an infant ſo frightfully disfigured: the 
face was horridly black, and mych ſwelled; the 
themſelves” bloodfhot, inflamed, and ſo protube- 
rant,” as to appear ready to bolt out of their 
ſockets; the noſtrils wide enough diſtended to 
admit che tip of a finger; the upper lip fw ollen, and 
down on the chin: all which ſerved as an evincing 
proof of the extreme ignorance, and rough aud in- 
jurious treatment of the woman mid wiſe; for there 
is not a eaſe in D]) EAV, which requires mote 
gentle and tender touching, than a face preſenta- 
tion: I made a ſuture on the lacerated parts, and 
by embrocations and warm cataplaſms, in a few 
days brought the poor child to a nearer reſem- 
blance of the human figure; but the eyes, to this 
"Ir retain the appearance of an wnnatural pro-. 
Wo oe © 
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| jeftion.. MAUBICIAD preſents vs, with a ſimilar 
;proſentation; where che child's face when born, 
looked like a black-a-moor; and, as ſoon. as the 
mother ſaw it, ſhe: told him, that ſhe always 
ſeared her child would be ſo monſtrous; be- 
cauſe, when ſhe was young wich child of it, ſhe 
fixed her looks very much upon a hlack- a- moor 
belonging to che duke of eviss,; who! always 
kept ſeveral of dem; * herefore, olbe wiſhed 
AA cnet e 
be Aue 5 den this blackneſs'n was. _ 
_ - becauſe. it came faceling, and, that. in time, it 
would wear away; which it accordingly. did, — 
In zoarar, obſ. 2. we meet with a face preſen- 
tation, in which, the. woman was delivered by 
the labour pains; and in obſ. g2. the delivery of 
'a-monſtrous child, with the face foremoſt ; which 
he accompliſhed with much difficulty, by means 
ol a ſuing, conveyed by his, fingers, and fixed 
a tic the chin, Gir TA deſcribes, a delivery, 
where 


I a2 1 
where the face preſented firſt; it was ſunk 
low in the pelvis, and the binh was effecled by 
the_throcs. of che woman z. ag eliaible concluſion, 
and which it will be ever beſt to ſubmit to in 
face caſes, (which of all laborious. births, are 

gen e &, troubl ein | 
than to Ls 2255 oe e to t 9 8.2 Appteation 1 | 
inſtruments; an aſſiſtance, from which the j 
cious ptaltitibner will ever Tecode/ 6 
dature can conveniently be ttuſted. It will ulſo 
be found both difficult and dangerous to attempr 
ſhe bringitig down the verttæ, or by turning the 
child, deliver it by the feet. DAVEN EN, chaps 
37. diſplays tlie manual treatment of inſants 
coming into the paſſage with their faces forward; 
and makes a difference in the management of 
an. infant offering its face firſt in a womb rightly 
ſeated; and in one chat is oblique; a diſtinction 
by the bye, founded rather in cheory than pracÞ 
tice but the obliquity of the womb is ſound one 
- the 2 N n . of chat peer 
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"A LADY, of naturally a weak and tender 
comiſtitution, was taken in labour of her ſecond 
child the 19th. of atay, 1769. (ür weeks before 
the time ſhe expected) with her firſt child; ſhe had 
been attended by a midwife, who was again ſent 
for; and after having waited a day and a night, 
ad. finding the labour flow in its progreſs, the 
telations uncaſy and diſſatisfied, and the patient 
diſheartened, and extramely low and weak, 1 
was applied to in the akernoon of che next 
day; the membrancs I found were entire, 
the head ſuusted high in the pelvis, and the os 
uleri ſufficiently dilated; ſhe had a ſmall pain, 
in which the membranes broke, and the head of 
the child, with the face foremoſt, deſcended into 


| 1 „ 1 
the middle of the pelvis; afler whit, for near 
an hour, no _ pain followed, Fane the 
in this 1 — — 1 hive gar that Ko 
pains would have come on forcibly enough to 
have ginch the" fetus a chznge of — I 
ſhould have done right to have truſled it to 
ture; or to have, endeavoured to reduce it 
vertex caſe; but the extreme weakneſs of the = 
patient induced me to puſh up the head, an 
ſearch for the feet, which I found doubled upon 
the cheſt of che child, and taking hold of them 
delivered che legs, and the pelvis being well 


head followed, without much trouble; the thild 


was weak, and lived only two days; but by 
preſcribing to the mother, remedies to revive her 
exhauſied ſtrengih and ſpirits, ſhe recovered in a 
much ſhorter time thai might haue been ex : 
peted, My ſucceſs in this delivery, may rea · 
ſonably be auributed both to the ſmall fe of the 
child's head and body, the happy formation of 
the pelvis, and the retention ol part of de 
waters, 


U4 | CASE 


ſions increaſe, and little or no pain, I ruptured 


is. 


15 CASE. XXVII. 


1. WAs ſent for on de btb. of "MARCH, 177 1, 
by + a midwife, to a ſtrong, hearty woman, who. 
by a fright, had her labour brought on ſooner 
than ſhe expected by two months; ſhe had been 
long, and was, at times, much convulſed. On 
examination, I found the os tince widely dilated, 
ihe membranes ſound and entire, and the head 
of che child looſe, above the brim of the pelvis; 
after waiting ſome time, and finding the convul- 


the membranes, and found the face preſent a lit- 
tle below the brim of the pelvis, in rather a late- 
ral direction, with the chin to the pubis. 1 had 
her placed on her back, and puſhing up the head 
to the ſundus uteri, I cautiouſly brought down 
the legs, and delivered her, with little difficulty, 
of 


of a live child; che fits ceaſed ſoon after che 

delivery. and, notwithſtanding the woman was 
reſtored to her former health, without any parti - 
cular inconveniency' from her lyingiin: id two 
deliveries fince, ſhe has, in time of labour, been 
ſubject to convulſions, which have gone off ſoon 
after the appearance of the lochia. Although I 
was ſucceſsful iv the two preceding deliveries, I 
am very. far from recommending turning in face 
caſes; the propriety of which, as I have ob- 
ſerved in caſe. 35. can be but ſeldom - juſti- 
fied; and. much difficulty and danger will 
often accrue: from extracting the head after the 
body is delivered; which is obvious in the 
following examples from dr. suETITLIE; who, in 
coll, 34. no. 2. caſe vi. has given a face preſen- 
tation, with the chin to the right ſide of the pel- 
vis; the waters, in this caſe, had been diſcharged 
many hours; the patient grew weak and fainted, 
and he endeavoured to deliver her, by bringing 
the child footling; but, as it was very large, he 
could not bring out the head, without the greateſt 
difficulty: caſe vii. is alſo a face preſentation, 


with the forchead above the pubis, and the chin 
forced 


forced: down to the.concave part of the facrum; 
ade fundus uteri, the legs were brouglit down, and 
the child delivered as in the former caſe ; the 
face was livid, and exceſſively fwelled, but theſe 
went off in a ſew days. Coll. 33. caſe ix, he 
mentions! the | face preſenting ; the child brought 
batling; the abdomen ſwelled, and opened with 
the ſciſſars; the hips pulled from the body, and 
this laſt. delivered with the crotchets: again, in 
cafe x. of the fame collection, the face preſented, 
the woman was exhauſted by floodings, the os 
brought fooiling ; the woman died on the founh 
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N avevtr the agth, 9744 inthe taint 
was called to a woman who had been in labour 


ſeveral days, and was attended by a 'midwife z 
who not knowing the true-fituation of. the child; 
and finding in could not be protruded by the 
force of the natural pains, at length, reluſtantly 
conſeuted to. aſk for further aſſiſtance; I found. 
che face - preſenting, with the head ſo firmly 
locked in the pevis, with the chin; however, for- 
tunately below - the pubis, that it was needleſs te 
uſe any force, or endeavour to alter its poſition 
the watets had broke three days before, fince 
which the pains had been very ſharp and ſevere, 
butwere now wholly abated, and the patient was be · 
come very weak, faint, and much exhauſted. Upon 


VV 
enquiry, I found ſhe had had no ſiool for the laſt 
two days of her labour: an emollient elyſter, to 


mary * rectum of its contents, was therefore 
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Writ E operat on ot Which” che 
ſorceps was the inſirument I wiſhed to uſe ; but 
the head was ſo cloſely wedged i into the elvis, that 
I feared thi Veh thight be buch Gruiftdor torn | 
by the application of them; but the ſhock and a 
prebenſion which I felt at:the thoughts: of opening 
the. head of che child; more particularly, as no 
evident marks df: its deach had appeared, over- 
balanced all confidetations-to the contrary, and 
teſolyed me on the expedient, to perſorm the 
extraction of the child. if poſſible, in the beſi 
manner I could by their help: the patient being, 
therefore, placed in a convenient manner, it was 
the moſt arduous taſk: I ever: experienced of the 
kind. to introduce the blades over the ear of the 
child; Which being done, the handles were not 
locked, and ſecuted, without much difficulty; 
aud whilſt one hand was employed in proteQing 
che perineum, by ſlow and gentle degrees, the 
head was delivered wich the other; but not in 
_ 5 leſs 
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leſs than half an us; from the — appli- 
cation of the ſorceps; the head being delivered, 
much obſtruQion accrued from the breadth of the 
ſhoulders, which Wer er ESE Garin 1 
had paſſed a finger on each fide, as far as the 
axilla; and, even then, was obliged to uſe much 
pulling farce before I could thoroughly gain my 
point: all thele dangers and difficulties were, 
however, amply compenſated ; for, by the coubi- 
deration of having ſaved the poor-infatit, which was 
born alive, with the face and head exceedingly 
black and tumiſied; but by ſuffering it to bleed 
freely from the divided ſunis before it was tied, and 
proper topical applications to the parts affected. 
the tumour was difperſed, the blackneſs went off. 
and both woman and child had a good recovery. 
1 meaſured the length of the child's face, from 
chin to forehead, which was fx inches and three 
quarters; and the breadih of the body, at che 
ſhou!dets, was nine inches aud a quarter. 


Fs 


/ 


| had previouſly ſpoke, was ſent for; but being 
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Mrs. B. vat taken in labour of her feſt 
child in the morning of NOVEMBER the foub, 
1775. and ſoon after, a midwife, to whom ſhe 


from home another was ſought for, and procured, 


but not till late in the evening of the fame day; 


through the latter part of which the woman had 
niade violent ebw, Wülch Ritl-cominiied. und 
the midwife promiſed to complete the bulineſs in 
a very little time; but aſter waiting till Gx the 
next morning, and the expectations of the wo- 
man and attendants being diſappointed, and a 
general uneaſinels then prevailing, it was thought 


. neceſſary to ſend for me: and extremely ſurpri- 


bes 5 was at the poſition in which I found the 
patient, 


t 285 1 | 
patient, who was ſeated high upon the bed 2 
bled, with. one leg over the back of one chair; 
and the other over che back of another: the | 
midwife was: ſented-between ber legs, and aſſu- 
red me ſhe bad been working many hours, to 
get the child along, but to no purpole; her ig- 
norance prevented che reprehenſion ſhe deſerved, 
and without altering the woman's poſture; on 
the chin to the fide of the: pelvis, pretty low 
down, and very much ſwelled. The delivery 
had been ſufficiently-leſt to the labour pains, | 
which were now grown conſiderably weaker, and 
begged. to be delivered: upon which, I altered | 
her poſture, deſired that ſhe might lie on her 
fide, and, without much difficulty, in chat ſitua- 
tion, introduced the forceps, and fixed them 
along the ears, got down the chin to the in- 
ſerior part of che os iſckium, gradually broughs it 
out from under the pubis, and delivered the head 
in che moſt deliberate manner, to prevent any in- 
jury being done to the perineum and fundament. 
f = The 
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The child's fact was very black, moch ſwelled, 
and disfigured, but by proper remedies came to 
rights in a few days; the delivery of the placenta 
was accompliſhed in about half an hour after that 
of the child. and the mother recovered ſurpri- 
zingly well. — orrranb, caſe 174. gives à face 
preſentation, in which he aſſiſted in the delivery 
with his extractor. The face was very black, 
and much tumified' by its lying ſo long preſſed 
in the paſſage; he ordered it to be fomented with 
red wine warmed, by which the tamor and black- 
. neſs was, in great meaſure, carried off. char- 
5 MAN, Caſe 49. has a face preſentation, in 
which the child was forced pretty low, and deli- 
vered with the forceps : and again, in caſe 56. 
he mentions another inſtance of the face pre- 
ſenting towards the os pubis; wherein he made an 
unſucceſsful attempt with the fillet, and aſier- 
wards introduced the forceps, and delivered. 
Dr. $MELL1E, coll. go. deſcribes a caſe of the 
ſorehead preſenting with the face to the left fide, 
amd the ſentanelle to the right, in which ſituation 
it bad ſtuck for a long time, without making any 
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progtelb; üs the plots was large, he reſolved. if 
poſſible; to altet dx poßtlon of che head; and 
ſhould chat fail, to bring it footling but the uterus 7 
was ſo firongly contradted, as to foil all his 
attempts, and he, at length, delivered with the 
forceps: in caſe 2. of the ſame collection, he alſo 
uſed the forceps when the face preſented: and i in : 
the following one of the ſame kind, ſeveral un- 
ſucceſsful attempts had been made to raiſe the 
head up in the uterus before he came, and he de- 
livered with the forceps: in the next cafe, he 
tells us, the child's face was ſo ſwelled, that, at 


ſtrength and ſpirits being exhauſted, and the 
contraction and reſiſlance ol. the womb too great 
to turn the child, and bring it by the foet, he 
introduced the forceps, and delivered the head, 
which was much tumefied. In the year 17 32. 
the doctor, ſays, he was called to a woman, and 
found rhe face preſenting with the chin to the 
lower —. of the ſacrum, fo low down, as to 
protrude the parts of the woman in form of a tus 
| "op wor: 


firſt, he took it for the breech; the woman's — | 


introduced the forceps, apd.f 
icable to raiſe the hea 
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TAK E the liberty to acquaint 
« you- of a very particular caſe, now undet 
« my care, which is as follows: on the 15th 
' inflant, a young woman, of an adjacent vil- 


„lage, about the latter end of the fixth,” or be- 


« ginning of the ſeventh month, in conſequence 
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"of lifting a great weight, beard ſomething, 
* ſuddenly, give a violent ſnap within' her; ſhe 
* had no pain, at that time, but Ihe next. day 
found herſelf lifileſs, fick, inclined to retch, 
and at intervals felt flight pains; which conti- 
* nuing to the eighteenth, and a larger diſcharge 
„of blood then enſuing, by the advice of her 
.** neighbours, ſhe applied to me: upon which, I 
« viſited her, and found her reclined on a couch, 
* fick, weak, and coſtive; the pulſe was quick 
and ſmall, and ſhe had grinding pains in her 
„back., with an increaſe of the steine hamor- 
rage upon every little motion: having ob- 
„ tained her conſent, I touched her, but could 
* not find the os (i.e. I was informed that ſhe 
had been twice bled ſince her being with child, 
once ſoon after the ſtoppage of her menſes, and 
* again, about a week befqre this ac cident happen- 
ed; ſhe was now too faint and low, to admit of 
that operation being repeated: I therefore ordered 
u her reſt, a recumbent poſture, and a light nou- 
**. riſhing diet, gave her a ſmall; draught of the 
* tincture of red roſes, . one drachm of ſyrußus 


e me- 


1 287. } | 
"2 nume, and ied a repetition « of the ſame, 
every fix hours; for her coſtiveneſs, I preſcri-. , 
1 * bed an emollient clyſter, compoſed of new milk. 
70 coarſe ſugar, and fallad oil, which, as well as, 
the, draught, was occaſionally repeated till the. 
23d inſtant; when, the hemorrhage Rill conti- 
* nuing, to recur, upon the {lighteſt occaſions, 
« I apprized her relations of the danger ſhe was, 
in, and propoſed calling in another practi- 
* tioner;. but as he lived at a great diſtance from 
me, and I was engaged at the time When he 

attended the patient, have not yet ſeen him: 
but underſtand, he bled her, and, with my. 
approbation, direted. à continuance of the 
« draught.and clyſter, as occaſion might require z. 
* which has been complied with, but with little 
* ſuccels, for the patient certainly grows weaker, 
and is more languid ; in this critical fituation, 
„I ſhall, not fail in my conſtant attendance on 
her, and ſhall acquaint you with the iſſue of 
the caſe; in the mean time, beg to hear your 
* ſentiments on the. preſent Rate of it, which 
« will give me much ſatisfaction. 1 have juſt 
X 3 5 
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no "feet the patient, and re-examined. e 
but the on tince flill continues to dude my 
_ * ſearch} che flux docs not increaſe in quantity. 
yet the pulſe is the {malleft T'everreinember to 
„ have felt; notwithſtanding which; the patient 
4 in pretty good ſpirits, and, ſcemingly ap- 
« prehenſve of no dangtr. I. chink It very re- 

0 tmatkable, and: extraordinary, "that the vs tint 
" is not to be found 7 dv you luppole, chat the 
od feveral Nages of yeſtation are to beaſcertained, 
6 with” exact preciſion, by the examiustion of 
he 05 tinc#, when it is to be felt? Amontzſt the 
many tidiculous and fupetſticious Tiotivns en- 
* tertained by old women, I know of uo one 
0 more abſurd, than that of attribüring n 


a \irtwues, as 4 preſervative againſt Urowning, to 
\ 2 el with which a child is faid'to be born: 


2 labour, wWhereim 1 aſſiſlec a few” nights 
4 ago, it Was diſcovered, that the child was born 
„with a caul, which was taken abundance of 
i care of, and preſerved with much lolemmnity.— 
6 On the ſecond of this month, I teceived a meſ. 
bs lage to attend the wife of a farmer, who was 
| 4 2 605 


1 | 
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« ſaid to be very ill of the cholic; but inflead . 


« that diforder, it turned out to be labour ; and 
* the child being well advariced, was delivered by 


« the natural pains, was ſtrong and healthy, foon 


« aſter ſucked, and continued remarkably well.--- 
And about''z twelvemanth finct, I attended a 
„woman, who had borne ſeveral children before, 
and explained to me, in every particular, her - 
« reaſons, for believing, that ſhe had exceeded 
« her reckoning by, at leaſt, hve or fix weeks; 
" the had a more laborious time than uſual, and of 
L a ſlow getting up. 65 mention theſe two caſes, 
« becauſe the firſt woman had been only married 
eight months, and was unhappy, in not being a 
2 able to account for coming ſooner than ſhe 
6 expedted : and the ſecond, having always | 
« been remarkable, for making her calculation, 
« to almoſt a mathematical degree of certainty: 
« and further, becauſe, 1 would wiſh. to know, 
« whether, you look upon che term of nine 
*« months, abſolutely to be depended. on; or, oo 
beſt, but a an | Unceftain „ 
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2 doubs, a 1 255 one; if a flooding, comes 
8... on at any time before the ninth month, it is 


" dangerous, and one of the moſt alarming lymp- 


5 toms in MIDWIFERY 3 it often happens i in the 
*+-firſt three months, by the ſeparation of the 
55 Placenta from the ovum; . but oſiener from 
"Mp * frights, Falls, blows, Kc. even the moſt wrivial 
40 * thing has brought on a flooding and miſ- 
carriage; but at this time is ſeldom mortal ; 


oy it often begins in very ſmall quantities ; then 
upon the woman's lying in an horizontal poſi- 
tion, ceaſes for ſome time: and then alternately 

flows 


45 241 1 oe 
. flows, pad ceaſes again; and ſo on, till, at length. 
the os Zince is dilated, and the contents of the 
« uterus are diſcharged —- repeated bleeding i is 
« likely to have been prejudicial. to your patient, 
and ſhould ever be uſed wich. caution in a lax | 
and weakly habit; it is a praflice recommended 
in moſt times of pregnancy; but ſucceeds 
beſt, and is moſt uſeful, in complaints that 
border on plethora: the FRENCH are ſo ſond of 
"it, that they bleed the woman, at all times, even 
" when ſhe is in the laſt hour of her time. A no- 
thing interferes more with the Man minwire's 
character, than floodings, ſo nothing ſhould. em- 
* ploy his care and attention more: and, indeed. 
a 13 en are eme . it 


„ 


C 
« the danger, which, in theſe caſes, it is altays 
belt 10 do, as it ſerves to take off all reflec. 
tion from the Man mipwire, If you can ſup- 
pott the woman's firength, and no violent h- 
'* morrhage. happens, ſhe may do well; as ſhe is al- 
ready fo eee is danger of fainting 

fits, 


Uo ble #7 - 
ty; and ber dying, upon che firſt confiderabte 
"0 jnertaſe of the flooding ; mature, however, ofen 
„ bes ſurprizing things. It is honght the cer- 
44 2/65 uteri contracts ſoon after coeeption. The 
& "tinea is eably felt in an unimpregrated 
| "0 ar it alſo is for three or four months after 
-« eoiiception;i though/it bas, then, quite a diffe- 
2 rent feel, and becomes ſomewhat ſhorter: for, 
1 pregnancy, it was long and hard, 
oe, youl "obſerve, it! feels ſmooth and ſoft, 
und covered wich a mucus; and it ſhortens | in 
proportion to the Woman's advancing 10 che 
period of her term. The time of à woman 
being gone wich child. will be known, with 
dome degree of certainty, by the feel of the 0: 
nt; Which, if unimpregnated, will be Pro- 
* minent, feel hard to the touch, and, by preſſing 
„on it, will \cably remove, either upwards or 
, Jaterally, from che finger; at the ſame time, the 
„ abdomen will be very ſoft: when a woman is 
about two months gone, it will be ſomewhat 2 
-«4 little ſhortened, not move from che finger, and 
be à little moiſt: When ſhe arrives at about 
1510 ** four 


Fe 1 * 11. 


1 bur or give months, the os thee will chen be 


« conſiderably ſhonened, and, by feeling on each 
« fide of it, 4 hardneſs" may probably be felt: 
„but, abbut the fixth mönch. it becomes fill 
© ſhotter and moiſter: and, about the ſeuench or 
« eighth, extremely ſo: in the ninth month, it 
i entitely loſes its ſize, and is only is be diſtin- 
« puiſhed by a chaſm chat ĩs left! arbund Which the 
child may be ſometimes eaſily diſtinguifhed” by 
« the touch. and chrough which the membranes 


may be diſtinétty felt: inſtances have happened. 


is though very ſeldom, chat che os nch, at che end 
„of the ninth month, has cotitinued long; but, 
even then,” it is ſolt and moift, and will call 
open: When nothing is to be felt, ir is-4 certain 
„ gn, that the labour will be attended with diffl- 
4 " ny this may, probably, be ſometimes ow- | 
ing to to u bad formed pelvis; but, on the con. 
" traty. has happened where the pelvis was well 
„ ptoportioned,/*Ir/cat't ell be accounted for, 
« why labour comes on juſt at the end of nine 
« folar months; "that i is to ay, "why, at the ex- : 
5 * pitaion of that” time, the” impellibg force "bes 
. | | come 


en 
ſo Wa and why 3 the 


N: 


« 8 heyood Na dns, ſhe has generally a dil. 
'* ficult one. Authors agree, that the full time 
of pregnancy. is nine ſolar months. Mun 
ckau is very curious, indeed. in this particu- 
* lar; and pretends, that a day, more or leſs, 
produces ſomething uncommon: in ſupport of 
„which. he brings many caſes. Women may, 
„ occaſionally, come beſore, or, go beyond, the 


V uſual period of geſtation. The caul, you | 

„know, is no more than a part of the mem- : 

_ 4 branes... I ſhall be obliged to you for che re⸗ b 

„mains of the caſe; and am, Kc. 

. 1 nen 1 bY © wits - 
 LaMorTTE has two deliveries, where he could 

exaftly reckon che term of vine months; and 


acknowledges, that it rarely happens, but there 
are a day or two, more or leſs; again, in chap. 
27. of the ſame author, he ſays, the term of 
nine months is Not certain, but only the moſ} 

| frequent ; 


7 245 1 
ſrequent; and thinks, the child. may come at its 
full time, from the beginning of the ſeventh 
month, to the tenth, twelfth, and even thir- 
teench: and chat it is always born at its ſull 
ume, when it is able to live, and take the 
breaſt. 5 his book, obſ. 71, 72, 73. 74. 75. 
” dec.“ 


Ax Elly o on che evil conſequence e | 
injudicious bleeding in pregnancy. has been 
lately publiſhed by dr. waLLis. Dioxis tells 
us, chat goſſiping women are perſuaded, that 
the children, which come into the world with 
a part of this membrane (which they have deno- 
minated the caul) are more fortunate than others. 
MAURICEAU, aſcribes this accident to quick and 
eaſy Iabours, and to ſuch women as drop their 
children, and bring them forth with the greateſt | 
eaſe ; for then, ſays he, the child is not obliged 
by ſtruggling to break the, membranes, but 
brings it off, wreathed about its head, almoſt 
whole, which. it could not do were the paſſage 
ſtraiter; hence our r author concludes, ſuch a de- 

livery 


C6), 


is” equally Kappy, boch both for wochen and 


1 Dr. BURTON, p 12. has given ut ſome 
= aſeful diſlinctions of the n tte; to be 

de” by touching: and page 109. mentions 
4 danger of not finding the os tne: schul- 
sios ſpeaks of a perſon, who miſcarried eleven 
times, yet, by proper blecding, i in ber next breed- 
ing, brought forth a living child. mierocta- 
+1s" condemns. veneſedion in pregnancy, eſpeci- 
ally if the woman is far gone: and the judicious 
mr. würrz, of MANCHESTER, to whom much re- 
ſpect is is due for his uſeful treatiſe on the manages 
ment of pregnant and lying · jn women, ſays, he 
is convinced that bleeding i is too indiſcrimately 


. uſed, and too often repeated: and, that though 


it may, on ſome' occaſions, give immediate relief ; 
yet, upon the whole, it muſt aggravate the com- 
plaints, weaken the patients, and render them 
more liable to putrid diſeaſes : but would not 
be underſiood to mean, that bleeding is never ne- 
eeſſary: in ſome habits, he ſays, and in inflam- 
matory diſorders, it certainly i is ſo; particularly, 
if the *paticat complain of a ſenſe of fulneſs, 


en! 


K 3 
ain e e e ee ie: en, 


pulſe, and has had a baut appetite, and uled 


leſs exerciſe, than-.beſore..hes--pregnancy ; but, 
even plethoric cafes, unattended with 8 


matory proche, aſſes Pilz Feier water. elixir 


of vitriol, and an adlive life, anſwer. the ſame 
5 bleeding ; with this adyentage ſays 


our author, that they w will In the preſent 1 00 
thora, without favoring its return; which is a 
ſirong objetion'\to frequent bleeding, at the ſame - 


may acczpe in. the pregnant, Rate, from an inju+ | 


ccedaneum fog bleeding, \ where the patient may 
entertain A paicular, averſion 5 operation. 


* ths, 5 
m * 7 4 g os” 5 * * © 
11 4835 vibe 2 ES LIT $1.4 * 14 CEL? ty * 
\ . 0 
\ * * 1 — 
x = 1 * K = , F = >. A K* * " * 
48 1 44 9 — 3 4 14 ; we 1 i 4 7 N * 1 * , 
* 1 . = 
2-3 * ta 7 4 7 * 
eli hs; 29 111 4 0 * r 
* 1 
* * * * PIR 1 7 
i 4 . 1 6 " 1461 *J 
| Tx 
* 28 & : Vil 4 wr} » 
1 my 


time |thataliey Arengthed | ayd brace; the ſolide. 
And a careful obſervance of this opinion may, 


andoubtedlyi be attended with much ſalutaty 
advantage, both in abviating the injuries, which. 


Wicious, uſe : of uh the lancer, and by e Oy 
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2 MY CAN! now inform you, with 
6 much CatisfaQtion | , that the patient we treated 
6 "of, is in a train ot recovery. At the cloſe of 
my faſt letter, I told you of the very low con- 
« dition to which ſhe was reduced, and of 
" my not being able to find the os tince, which 
« equally eluded my ſearch, till the fourth in- 
« ſtant; when, upon examining the patient, with 
© the fore finger of my left hand, as ſhe laid 

. 


14 


14 


| A: 20 1 
v poi her tight Gde in bed; at the fame time, 


u making a ſmall degree of pieſſure with my 
„ right hand on che abdonen; ihe os tince ap- 


i peared to the touch very bigh 1 up, moiſt, and, 
* i ſpread to the 'breadth of . a ſhilling. The 
t ' atringerit medicine, ind emollient clyſter, as 
75 mentioned in my laſt, were occalionally re- 

« peated; but the draiving continued at intervals 


« cl he bah inſtant; when the hemorrhage ſud- 


denly increaſing, I was called to her, and r now 
* found the 0s tince lower down, and more open; 2 
„ the had {mall bearing-down pains; with regu 
lar intermiſſions, „of about half an hour; Af- 
ter waiting with her three hours, the mem- 
 brazies ſuddenly gave way, and the nates de- 
** ſcended ſo low imo the pelo, as to protrude 
the external parts in form of a tumor; and, 
« with a little aſliſtance, ſhe was cafily delivered 
« of a ſmall child, which cried once, and ex- 
pired immediately: ſoon aſter the flooding 
(s came on afreſh, and the patient fainted away, 
7 when paſſing | my hand gently d up to withdraw 
the Placents, 15 diſcovered the bead of another | 


1197 


1 1. E373; 4 * chi 


7 24 I 0 ON 
1 K 30 . 5 
"4 * child, rell ing upon the pul; * whence f it 


TT -oXT, 


ae was no ſooner r diſlodged, -_ it followed my 
| * band. nd was "almo inflantl delivered; the 
KC Placenta, which were ſmall, and Joined thge 


240 * | 410. 2443 e $345 
Wh ther by an ntervening mem rane, ere 


« * brought forth without much sable; . 


ILSS +F&4> 


cr alter che F of = uterus, "and 


1 Sr - — 1 532 2 a - 4 41 


2 « every tender and neceffary 4 having been 
0 2 * < — 
1 taken of her, her Airength and ſpiris are fo 


£+'d 4d 


far recruited, that ſhe is able to it up up in ber 
10 * bed, and receive nouriſhment. "The head of 
© the firſt child was a bre larger "ay the head of 


ng +* 


« the ſecond; and, what was "vey. extraordi- 
T * nary, both its Feet were "rurned up, flat and 
C cloſe to che tibia of each leg; to which 1 they 


4+ 4 — 


o © were. connecled by a firong membranous ſub- 


wb ff * 


1 Nance, It was born alive, but died foon af. 
« terwards, 

rr is ſomething remarkable e. that i in three Tuc- 
ceeding pregnancies, ; this 1 patient miſcarried about 
the end of the fourth month, 2 nd! has Loce had 


three children, with whom the went her füll time. 
CASE 
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{POOR WWomaH. Babu the FR of 105 
firſt child. ſent for a midwiſe, in the morning 
of the third of war, 176. che natural {pains 
came gradually on; and in the evening of the 
fame: day, I was told, becoming ſliatper, and 
more powerful, the membranes broke, and ſuck. 
an uncomnion diſcharge of water enſued; as to 
fill a late chamber pot, beſides what was ſpilt 
upon Her cloathg, and about the room. The 
ing way, at times, in great quantities, till four 
in the afternoon of the next day: in this ſtate of 
the caſe, I was cotiſulteti; the Woman was fa- 
tigned; teſtleſs and bot, and muck alarmed and 
terrified at the repreſentations of the midwiſe, 
who had given it as. her opinion, that the child 
12 could 


A {i952)] 
could not be born alive, nor at all, without the 
help of ee her officiouſneſs in -- 


| edt the 4 48 of the woman 1 une 
med and tumeſied; and, fo tender and ſore, that 
me could ſcarcely F be touched. The os 

| Tince was ſpread about the breadth of a half 
:trown:"and* at its edges ſelt as hard as a: board; 
the verter was pretty low down, and preſented 

to dhe os ecternum. wich che ſorchead to the ha- 
 crum, and che head ſeemed very large: on every 
motion the water kept draining off} and in time 
of pain more conſiderabhy ſo. I never met with 
an inſtande of ſo much water; and concluded, 
meaſure, prevented the contraction of the uierus, 
| - and thereby leſſened che force of the pains; the 
| woman. was thirſty and coſlive: in theſe-eircum- 
ſtances, 1 thought it proper to put her to bed, 
inject an emollient clyſter, anoint che labia pu- 
endi with ungnentum floris Jambuci, apply to the 
| paris à cataplaſm of bread and milk, and give 
ber 2 eee Jropus e meconio, to 
1 8 1 be 


t 6 
e deſired ſhe would 


greeable to her, and be kept as ſtill and quiet as 
poſhble : and further; to prevent any more rough 
handling, diſmiſſed the midwife, and took | the 
whole charge of the caſe into my on hands: the 
pains, though weak, recurted at regular intervals, 
and ſhe reſied moderately between them: in 
this tate, full ſourteen hours had elapſed, before 
I re-examined the as tince 3 in which, an agree- 
able alteration: was now effected. for it was much 
ſolter;” and more ſpread; and the head was ſome- 
what more advanced, but ſqueezed- into a long 
conical ſorm: in about ten hours after this,' the 
pains became quicker and ſtronger, and the pro- 
truſion of the head began to form: upon which, 
my principal care was the preſervation of the he- 
the forchead roſe from under it, rendered it ra - 
ther a difficult taſk; however, by lubricating it, 
and making uſe of proper preſſure, it was ſafely: 
protected. and this part of the buſineſs happily: 
accompliſhed, avithout, the leaſt hurt. or lacera- 
7120 1 3 l don: 1 


indulge herſelf in whatever” poſture was moſt a. 


Tony. - 
tion: the hunts: was takily. avg out, bu 
had a particularity, which. I never before or ſince 
ramember to have obſerved in any one; for part 
of its external ſurſuce way valcular, and divided 
into ſmall lobes: and, the other pat, of  jelly- 
like ſubſtance, ſpread. with veſicles fill'd wih 
water; the vertex was lengthened in form of a 
| fugar loaf, and meaſured ſrom its apex to the chin, 
teven inches and u quarter; and laterally, from 
temple to temple, four and a quarter; the child 
lived, and the mother was ſo well, as to get up in 
good health in ten days: ſhe afterwards informed 
me, chat from the ſecond month af her being with 
child, tothe time of her labour, ſhe had frequently 
bad diſcharges af water, which differed from 
that ſhe made by coming away involuntarily, . 
Mr. Jom ALEXANDER, Of HALIFAX, in von- 
SHIRE, in the third volume of Med. Comm. re- 
| lates the hiſtory of an exceſſive diſcharge of wa- 
ter from the ulerus, during pregnancy. For the 
bad effects of the waters, when they are in too 
great a quantity, vide 14 MOTTE, obſ. gog.” & 
zan, caſe 1 gives an account pf che 

„ bringing 
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wind away of ſeveral | 2 Ks formed 
from a great number of kydattdes Joined together 
by a looſe harenchymatous ſubſtance. — RUYSCH; 
obl. 3. bas publiſhed a very remarkable calevf* 
the placenta uterina degenerated i into limpid da- 
tides, like a bunch of f grapes, w which he conceives 


to be nothing aſe; than the A Wiclee glands 


of the placenta diſtended. into watry velicles; ; 
which, as be july obſerves, is A diſorder fre- 
quent enough in the liver, kidnies, and other 
glandular parts—the waters may often be too 
copious, 38 as in the foregoing caſe, and by bearing 
down too heavily againſt the membranes, may 
occaſion A premature rupture thereof, and thus 
occaſion, great protradtion « of the labour: under 
which circumſtance, | ſufficient patience and for- 
bearance, are to be eſteemed as the beſt and laſcl 
meany | 10 PER. 2 favorable iſſue, 5 
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= ſubjef of 7 caſe boſe us, was a [der 
woman, abont three and thirty ; ſhe had been ſub. 
jeg to ® ricketty 1 e in ber infancy, and 
from her make and ſhape, it was eaſy to perceive, 
that the pes was not of the beſt conftrudtion ; | 
which was further confirmed by the report of 
ber two preceding laboun; in both of which, 
the defiruion of the chil had been the una- 
yoidable conſequence : in this her third labour, 
neceſſity had obliged her to have recourſe ton 
woman praQitioner, who had waited on her three 
days and nights before I was ſent for, on the 27h 
of NOVEMBER, 1768. and then by order of a 


® It is to be obſerved, that women, whh hind the whie- 
tune to ſuffer from ricketty aſſections in their infancy, com- 
monly ſuſtain ſome kind of diſtortion of the pelvis; though, 


every other part, there may W 
the diſeaſe, 


pariſh 


#1 bag. 1 5 1 


pariſh ge" "The & os es Was open to about 


the' breadth of 4 crown piece, felt Hard and 
rigid; and the Fudenda © were ſwelled" and in- 
flamed, by the ungentle handling ſhe had ſuf- 
ſered from the midwife; the waters had been 
gone off for many hours. and the” vagine' felt! 


dry and conſtrided; che head prelented with 


the vertex very high in che pelvis; and the wo- 
man, from the preſſure 'of the uterus. upon the 
neck of the bladder; laboured under a total ſup- 


preſſion of urine, with a great ſenſe of diſten · 


fon, Tor the laſt hour: upon which, 1 drew 


away near two quarts of water, with the female” | 


catheler; in the application of which, I am 
always directed by the ditoris, which is ſituated 
imediately under the pubis, and affords the 
ſureſt guide to the introduction of this inftru- 


ment; to alleviate the tumefaQion of the parts, 
I uſed” cataplaſms and fomeutations; the  paing 


had been e and forcible, but were now weak 


* Dr, 10nno0n, pages 112 & 257, has obliged us, in this 
| caſe, with directions for the poſition of the woman: and 


alſo, very accurately deſcribed che. manner of paſſing the 


catheter; 
eier 


* 


N 
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— in the os uteri, and and 
cauſe the head do deſcend farther down in the 


bali, It pas (long time, from the rupture of 
the membranes, and the make and form of the 
woman, with the confideration, of the difficulties 
which had accrued in her two. former Jabours, and 
the preſent dilagreeable circumſtances which ſhe 
labouted under, all conſpired to prevent my form- 
ing a judgment the moſt favourable to the event: 
| which, however, I had teſolved ſhould depend upon 
naturę. to the utmoſt: I therefore ſummoned up all 
wy patience, and after waiting with ber near eight 
and forty hours ; during which time, the periods 
of the pains recurrence, ill within the laſt four 
hours, had ſeldom been leſs than ten, fiſteen, or 
twenty, minutes: the rigidity and ſwelling of the 
lofi parts were much zelicved by. a, repetition of 
the fore-mentioned topical applications; ; the ot 
uleri yielded, cho by hairs breadths, to the flow 
advances of the head, which worked itſelf down to 
a moſt 


agg, &rifling;, however, with the help 775 
e rr eee cogl and quiet, I 


E. = -@ | 


TW 3 | 
a moſb amazing“ clongation : however, I had the 
rate manner of treatment, at length, to ſucceed in 
che delivery by the effefls of che natural pains ; he 
child was alive when born, but very weakly ; and che 
fix inches and three quarters; but laterally, from 
temple to temple, ſcarcely three: the mother 
was a conſiderable time before ſhe. recovered her 
reogih; ſoon after which ſhe removed her ſitua- 
pregnancy, I am informed, endured an extraordina: 
ry lingering labour, was delivered by theaſliſtance 
of che crotchet. and died of the lockial fever, ſeven 
days aſter her delivery. In che two preceding 
in che courſe of dus work ; the injury, which 
ſcooping; a practice, too prevalent with many 
®* Thongh the narrow or diſtorted pelvis is often the cauſe 
of a lipgering labour: under ſuch circumſiances it is really | 
amzzing to think what nature will frequently do when not 


interrupted in her ug _ the vertex Er _ 
the pains are powerful, 1th falt bei vi 


ignorant R 


tw 1 


Abel -qraidebcs, ſhews the” rieceſſty-ofin 
ever being rejected, as it never fails to harden 


and ftigs the woman; a att which ſhould 
be ever carefully avoided: and ſurely, chere is 
not a ume, which requires our greateſt tenderneſs, 
patience, care, and delicacy, more than in natural 
parturition. urs cn, obſ. 31. highly reprobates 
- this practice, as conducive of the greateſt dan- 
ger; and cautions the | midwife againſt every 
rough treatment, which may injure and -inflame 
the-vterw.- Dr. 0vuD adviſes the motions of the 
fingers to be performed with the greateſt caution; 
© Stherwiſe, he ſays, the edges of the orifice may 
be torn, which will produce miſerable conſe- 
quenees; ſuch as, violent pain, inflammation, 
ulceration, cancer, xc. and recites an inſtance 
of his being ſent for to a woman, whoſe after 
pains, as ſhe called them, continued much longer, 
and more violent, than uſual: upon enquiry, he 
was told, ſhe had a very difficult and tedious las 


bour; and, that the midwife was obliged ts work 
like 


N 261 1 

like le as ibey ape sd 46 before the could 3 
deliver; her When the diſcharge, of che Jockis 
cealed, which was. ſooner than uſual, by reaſon 
Ws Ten cum it. was followed, as 
which gave bim terrible en how- 
ever, in ſome time, ſhe was cured, by the help 
of anodyne deterſive injeQions, and taking ſome 
few medicines of the hyſterical tribe, by the ad- 
vice of her phyſician: ſome time after this, he 
adds, that ſhe conceived, and employed him to 
lay her; Whatever her labour might have been 
before, it was now very difficult: for, upon ex- 
amining, he found a large callons-cicatrix on 
the orifice, which made him dread the impolibi- 
lity of its ever being ſufficiently dilated, and which 
did not happen till aſter four and twenty hours 
cloſe application; which he obſerves, ſerves to 
prove, that all the violent ſymptoms, which hap- 
pened after her labour, were owing to the igno- 
Tance'of the midwiſe, by lacerating the orifice of 
the womb: a moſt dreadful e which hap- 

> "JE | | | 


ute efforts to dilate it 3 or, by any other exertions 
= the ignorant and | inexperienced prattitioner, 
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* e to this, woman was beſpoke; 
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3 


143744 


was her firſt pregnancy: ſhe had, been ſubject 

to 3 when Vvoung. and i in the latter, end 
of the third. month of h her time, alter having 
for - ſome. days paſt, complained of a 5 head 
ach, and pain in her Hlomach, was as ſei d with | 
an epileptic fit, attended with oamin 
mouth, and ſtrong ſpaſmodi e contraiions. of 0 
the whole body; as ſhe. was of a plethoric, ſan- 
guine habit, 1 took away twelye ounces of blood, 
and in che morning following gave her a laxative 
draught, ordered her regimer io be cool. and di- 
luting, and gave her * nitrous emplhon. co take 
three times a day. On the twentieth day! from 
the firſt auack. the fi returned, but was not o 
violent 25 before; 1 repeated venzledion, and 
the 


* 


| | c *% | 
che next day ventured to give her fix drachms 
of vinum tpecacuanhe, which unloaded her flo- 
| mach of a large quant ef dark acrid. bile, and 
"The bad no return of the fitt her 
in the afternoon of the nineteenth of Arrin- 
BER, 1769. and ſoon after I was ſent for ; but 
being at a great "diſtance ſions höre, 1 did. not 
reach her houſe till midnight, when ſhe told. me 
the had had many very ſharp . pains, _ 
fick, and "ſometimes felt as if her fits 
_ Which had frightened her very . 
e pains had acquired an increaſed force, and 
were now very ſtrong: I examined. and found 
bevy « os tince pretty largely Gilared, and the mem- 
protruding in botm of a bag; in the ke. 
5 miſſions” of che pain, I thought the head of the 
child was the part I touched; but the membranes 
breaking, was "ſoon "convinced of my miſtake, 
both by the touch, and the mecontum which paſſed 
'vith the waters, and plainly diſcovered the preſent- 
ing part to be no other than the breech ; the natural 
throes ſtill continuing powerful, che child, notwith- 
a” its Lamar fituation, was very ſoon 
PEE NR ' *Qelivered, 


. 
Fee eee 
calily:diſcovered ut es bel ſulficiedtly. diminiſhed: 
upon which, after lubricating wy hand, I. paſſed 
it gently up the vagina, and ſoon perbeive a 
ſecond ſet of membrines, und, as I thought, the 

head of agother child; th woman ſuddenl7 
growing faint; and beginning, to flood, I a ſecond 
time introduced; mꝗ] hand, | ruptured the mem- 
. 
y band; L deliberately fearched for the fect, ob- 
uined then, and chus eſſeſted the delivery of 
the ſecond child; both the ehildren were born 
alive : the fplacente, which were ſoon aſter delivered, 
adhered ſo firmly and intimately together, that the 
other ; the only inſtance of the kind; which Lever 
remembet-to-have met with. I left the woman in 
1e N 2 5 a very ; 


Lease 1] 
ver good iconiition; and he has. Gnee had 
\  «maby1obildeen; wihh ad jextrfjorfliguiryiughroum- 
ſtance attending the geſtatin or binh. 6f} either, 
„ae enen bee. mohtains: al chic; ing many 
— eircumſtances; fimilancito tbe nh Vve. harz. 
Fa :obſi! 195: has deſcribed: d moſtiextraondinbryicaſe 
of the Hehvery of: a n, ſeized with;apileptic 
fith;>withont : ſenſe or; motion: and canother; of 
1he like kind. wherein, with the apprabation of 
two phyſicians, whe attbtided :the- patient; by 
immediate delivery, the man and: child were 
boch ſaved ; he further: :atlds,: that the: woman, 
again, an brought to bel: wichout iche ali ſlance 
of a midwife; but chi- third timel of hergbig- 
neſo, being in labour ſeireti with the! ſame fits 
ſhe bad nw ber Giſt trstailz and 'the Garghord-ſenc 
tor to deliver her, not daritig to attempb the deli 
very, ſhe-periſhed, miſerably, for mant of timely 
help; for; though he ſent for afterwards, it 
before he came, cither by the violence-of the epi- 
— or by an exceſſive flux of: blood. 
1 % where 


if 297 1} 


per delivery: he opened the body, he ſuys, and 


ſound il tlie internal parts without blemiſh, and 
thetefore uttriwuted her death to the ecefftwe e. 


cuatiotꝭ of tlie biebd: he further obſerves, that the 
bladdet being extended by tHe urtte, and preſſirig 


upon che neck of the womb and its inwatd ori- 
fice, ” obſtruds dhe Fict piſſige of che child; 
beſides)" when it is filled” With ufine, being 
ſqueezed!” by” the head of die child, it produces 


moſt violent pains; to prevent which, he adviſes 
z probe to be paſſed into che bladder, to give 
paſſage to the urine: inſtances whereof he relates, 
ſtom his bw experience; itt the taſes of two 
gentle women: one of which, falling comtitiually 


into fits, was no Toorier freed from the urine, that 


had flled and diflended the bladder, to the quan 
tity of four pounds; but the pait'ceaſcd;- 
ther with the'Sts, awd ſhe was Udlivered within 
three höuts aſter; though The died in five honts 
aftet that, without recovering her ſenſer: an ul- 
cer, he cominues, upon diſſection, was found in 
her brain, with an iufeckion of the bones. The 

| y 4 . other 


whetewith ſhe Was not afflicted the Arft time of 
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4 268 
other patient aa 3 OOTY 
proſpect of a forward labour, he evacuated her 
bladder by means of a probe; which done, the 


pains ceaſed in three hours, and in five or fix pains 


after procured a happy and eaſy delivery. By theſc 
| obſervations, our author ſeems. to infer, chat the 
epileptic affections, he ſpeaks of, aroſe from the 
irritation brought on by the preternatural ſulneſs of 
the bladder; to \ evacuate Which, a preference 
over the probe cannot fail to be given to the fe- 
male catheter; as, the epileptic fits) in caſe 45. 
occurred in the earlier part of geſtation, and the 
above quotations more immediately relate to the 
rimes of labour, an apology for heit preſent in 
ſertion, would ſeem neceſſary, did they. not tend 
to the main ſubje of demonſirating, kat ſuch 
complaints are much more to be ſeared;/ at or 
about the time of delivery, than in the firſt 
will be ever found to depend upon the habit of 
the patient, and muſt be directed according to the 
particular ſymptoms attending the w for, in 
this, as well as in many other compla 


general rules to be laid down, we ſhould (as 14 


ſometimes 


MOTTE wy JERRY ana oc 


— e 0. ' woman, FR the 
ſeventh month of her pregnancy, from a fright, 
was attacked with u fit of thi kind, in the mon- 
ing of the ſeventh of MAY, 1777 and ſuppoſed 
to be in "labour 11 immediat oy attended ke her, 
and föund 'the E tncs undilated; 'the patient 2 
way” il, and foamed at her mouth; "fone 
ber extremities" bs bs be bes walk wanna clots, 
ad whe pped up Lays «4 bl gt ; which, ich the uſe 
ir anodynts fila Coil her to er. 
elf, Aud 1. completed her full term, without 


1 —7 4 


any return of the paraxyſin; her fabour wa 


44 © 


A Alge gc with eafe 13 
tural, an d the placenta came away with 24 


nn eee 
eee and, notwith- 
ſtar ang. greateſt care and caution, the patient 
deli ered, of the fi, accompanied with 
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. * 12 ay # x2, 99hov vr:  ſgon aker 
| 1 72 * 7, Effie T5 þ ſmall pal 95 id {gnguinegus 
Gilcharge from the vagina, which alarmed her 
Felice. apd We n _ Ne 
eee eee e eee 

e 1 085 ws, 0 ee e 
39 55 q 9 ge; olive. 1. defir 123 ed ſhe might et Yu! be. kept 
1 yo TX AY, e much us 


2; I . mM % rake 1p eſcri- 
bed — a "gentle pine in the evening, and | 2n 


emollient clyſter; beſides this, 1 ee e 


a 19 Fon 
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4 
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40 1 every 
%* 


ov logs thei boch wopdocifg e n 
in ' this methode cdi. Ife Um Mie fits 
thioughiahe\advanced/thoaths;/ubflbhg dating 
ol Be kerne When u labokes Fim came. 


——— ize> rom 3 | 
touching;\perceived dtho o Hu fully Ai luted. 
and the ee — 


t 10 3 
— Mintinetherdops 
continued enk r 
raue nen thao, ndelitecrand-dind-of,an 
aberwian in abe latter part aß the filth; month 3.1the 
child. -whichiLdalivestdher.of, vas very weakly, 
age — —— 
eee ren ed en bee 
contained-awatery humour ʒ in proportion as che 
child waſted away,: the tumor was abſerved to 
zarhi bb. deſtrihes a tumour in the loins of 
fetus, with; ai ſpine; and / ſays, chat tn · 
mour '{reqyently ariſts in che loins af a. ſatus, 
while it lis yet an inhabitant of the: ru¹t which 
tumonx ini in uſpme: meaſure. ſoſt.· mone eſpeci- 
ally in. the middle and frequently, it is Jimpid, 
As. ifi was! an lydatidz but. / ſometimes, i is 
ſoutd paqueiri iti: nut always, he ſays, the ſame 
in; magvitude, ſhuts; forties eponothe ze 
| * e IS r fomaunes,! a8 large 886 4 
will; + Y middling 


p x 13 
middling turni nip: be aſſeris is Aeon 10 bs 
a dropſy, arid almokt the ſame diſorder; allowing 


for the difference of ſituation wich that, which in 


the head of ile Jaiws is commonly called an - 

-ocephalus ! ponents the lame imnaner; { lays K. 
4 in the head of the infant,” before the bonds' 
ofthe gente are aaa Wa Med 
the'm 155 
the” head, are ze f frequenly expanded, to 
degre, wich sli of water, ſ as by te 


s 'of the 11 


great 


tumoyr: in the ſane n an ales there is a 
cla mor * mgdimies, formed'in the back or 


fois, but kek in the ns pe of che neck; 
which, however, rate W lass 


of, "and prefered it i his repoſitory: and itt 


nc more rarely, continues our author, does it happen 
it n. inferior ind exterior pare of the 05 ſacrunm'; 
a vhich, however, follows in his heut 
render roman gorge hn 


than a plaiſter, e drying folds, and a belt, 


As "opening Wis kind of tumour, in the opi- 
nion of himſelf, and of ſurgeons, in general. 
accelerates the death of tho patient: he further 

24 a adds, 


7 daz pfigr zug water 


had, ſeen Win 1812 7 N 
kney .qne $9, live:lo. 1 , long... in. the, e [FRY 
fancy; Which he imputes, 15 to. the low Fekter of. 
| the; er, in obſ. a6. A bas ere, given. 
ww Ihr hiſtory;oh a tumour, like Bak ert | 
at ſhine in, dis loing of» young gi v, 
mov (bs, Ot eren ee ee. 
wads heir way jhrough the integyments, and ,on. 
| theſecoud or third gay Wer that, the unhappy ob 
i orpingd. gle 88 Ne td dg 1h 309 l. 
men were en bee vith a (pins 
bifiga, r. th e er chr g lumborum ; 1209 
Aeg altringens fon See keep the rumour, 
— een e 
the parenge, con, no account whatever, ta ſuff 
being opened; , poivithianding which, 
| noone nojant. old vurſf had, the temeaity, to, pri ick * with 
abppedle. .and. the 5 „Hire, en dhe, 175 
had, by that, means, be 
diſcharged, 1 baye al been joſormed by = 
tleman of the profeiion, 1 whole integrity and v Gift 
og Ke. ** Aust, in the We 2 


abba 


„ a a 1. 
dis i e ae fer 
ery; exttaſive, he met; with.! wre chien 
labouring under the +camplaing? of &= homes 
the tumoys. of one:was :lmall, aml/plaged in the 
vertehre cali. braka ſpanzaneovlly; and the: child 
died. an the nini dey alter: at the àge af f 
months l. Ad. i thats of the other; in the: len 


r eee eee ap labs 


nene eM rogard 40 fits. coming on with 


labour pn hui yen 8 ie anuſe of: ſpelinadia = 


ſtrict ald ſsems requiſite, by oll mehnd derber, 
ten n hirth ii if it can he fafcly yonduftrg, « ola 
ther by turning the child, or delivering it with 
the forceps, ſhauld the head be ſituated in ſuch 
a manner, as tq favanr their application, See 
GIFFARD, caſes 32. 94. 139. & 206.—asrRUC, 
chap. 3. has very largely expatiated 'on conval- 
fions, during labour; and adviſes, as the only 
efficacious ſtep that can be taken, in that dread- 
ful ſituation, to "accelerate delivery; becauſe it | 
is certain, that as ſoon as the child is at, 
the convulſions of the womb ceaſe, or diminiſh, 


kn 


T2AD 


__* wy 
to far as to give no room to apprelend the mo- 
chere He to be in danger; eſpecially,” if ſhe 
cleunſes well. See likewiſe Ur. jounzon,/ p. 579. 
* uber bf. 221, 228, 25g. da, 295, 
SMELLYE, vol, it. coll 18. no. 5. taſes 1 % & 3. 
and the ſame author vol. if. coll. 33. no. g. 
eaſes 1, 8, g, K l. Dr. iaaxz, in his flach ſec- 
tion of Prdical Obfervations, has publiſned no 
leſs than ſeven caſes of convulfont; and very 
judiciouſly ſpoken of the nature, and laid down 
rules: Tor the treatment of ſuch difireſing eom- 
plaints, both before; and at the tirae; of labour. 
bee caſes $6; $1, 89, & 530 of ths allen; 
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Dizuixe « it 83 to CI | 
every particular circumſtance attending the un- 
happy ſubjeRt of this caſe; ; I ſhall only obſerve, 
that in the year 1772. ſhe was comm ited on the 
coroner's inqueſt, to take her trial - at the next 
aſlizes, on ſuſpi picion, of murdering her new-born 
infant: on whom, as no very extraordinary marks 
of violence appeared, the experiment of immerſ- 
ing the lungs in water, was, by ſome perſons, 
thought neceſſary, and accordingly tried; but, as. 
a fallacious pradice, which ought, long ſince, 
to have been exploded by che faculty, I did 
not chooſe to reſt, either my opinion or judg- 
went thereon; being fully perſuaded, that. the 
ſinking of the lungs does, by no means, prove, 

| f that 
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ta} 
that the child was ſtill- born; as it may caſually 
di in the birth, or be fraghed in tht düsen 
helges pune the ale com — ally 
- 8 eaves: and, on the other hand, that 
their proving. bouyant, ind ſwimming on the 
ſurface of the water, is. far ſcom being-a juſt cri- 
_ to determine the child's having been born 
nen. as a farther RN to ſupp 
i, 1 mani franſeribe ihe ſentimeris of an 
eminent mad, - who, in reading a lecture 
* the longs, 1 zvno bons HALL, took oceakion 


— 


Ist Atty IL; [ 7 ** 31 
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nd bee 1 e 1 1 

* take notice of a method, made uſe of by fome 
« of the Keulty, to aſcertain, whether an infant 
„is born alive or dead; which is, 'by opening 
the thotax of the ſuſpecled infant, taking out 
«the lungs, and caſtivg them into water ; il 
* they ſink, it is looked upon as a fad, "tat the 
child was ſtill- born; but, if they lim, "then, 
« without all doubt, che child was born alive, 
"m8 truth of this experience, is ſoünded on 
« theſe 


| 


a 


„ 1 wo 3 

„dale, reaſ0ud+ all; (creatures, whidh ns” 
he world alive. muſt breathe ; which breach, 
being weeived in the lungs, muſt neceſſatily 
4 inflate: and puff them up: and cho in deal, 
it in a great meaſure expire, yet there ſtilb re- 

„mains as much air in the veficulis, as to make 
. buoyant in water: on the conttary, when 
„ till-born, as it is impoſſible; in that Nate, tor 
ile lungs toi receive air- they muſt, conſe- 
% quently, ſubſide aud ſink: now this manner of 
« reaſoning, however ſpecidus it may appear; or, 
whatever authority ĩt may be ſup ported by, is 
not ſtrictly true, as I. myſelf, can aſſirm; ha» 
aq "Oe in 25 1 of img a had an. 
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« ments upon two different births: the one was 
born alive, but” died ſoort aſter; the other 
« dead; whit behold! the lungs of the former 
— ſunk; and "thoſe of the other, to our great 
« aſtoniſhment, fam ! theſe, together with many 
other experiments, I have ſince made upon the 
* lungs of different animals. convinceme, there is 
1 na . upon what dr. 61850x looked 


466 upon 
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upon 4s aifallible; forg although if may; ſur- 
times, prove true: upon the whole,” it ſhoult 
be regarded no otherwiſe, than us d very un- 
E certain 2 precarious: proof] of the Tae ih 
e e e ee whether me (as a 

thing of the utmoſt conſequence)" to take every 
© opportunity to explode ſuch a notion out of bur 
practice: and, to be particularly careful, to 
« caution our pupils agairiſt giving judgment it 
©. ſuch caſes; ſince, it may come to paſs, that, 
% on nr , 
4 f b b e 2094 Kli zan 
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"Thy celebrated DE nau, in a chapter on this 
very ſubjeR, De Pulmone innatante | aut ſubfidente 
in aqus, has very jultly exploded the erroneous 
opinion, that has hirheno been but tos, com- 
monly entertained, concerning this matter. See 
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N dhe morning of 4. 1766. 
* * 'S- G [ 7 p 
morning of '0CTOBER 4. 1766. 1 Was 
* 
8 : A ; 
% ö a "> a * 
ſent for to a young woman, who had been 
— 4 7 . a 
in labour of child, for the ſpace of 
* 


by a midwife: upon examining, I ſound the . 


which was eaſily diſtinguiſhable by the futura 
chin a little below the great angle of the ſacrum; 
a ſituation, ever fortunately: adapted to the ap- 
plication of the forceps, ſhould the contraQtile x 
force of the uerus be found inſufficient to expel 
the head, or the woman be in any danger, which 
was eventually the caſe before me; for, after 
waiting three hours, and perceiving che patient's 
Rreogth, which had been exhauſted by the num- 
B55 5 As = berleſs 


M © 
berleſs pains ſhe had endured, from the firſt of 
| her labour, to decline, and ſeeing no proſpe& of 


40-be gained by-detay;-having fat 


adviſed an emollient clyſter to empty the inteſ- 


tines, I reſolved to make uſe-of the trait ſhort 


forceps; · but was foiled in my operation by the 


length of the head, which was longer than the 
clams of the inſtrument: I, chereſore, Found 
my ſelf obliged to withdraw it, and have re- 


courſe to che long curved forceps which, ha- 


ving fixt, it was my principal care to ſupport the 
perineum, and in the moſt deliberate manner, el. 
fettheemradtion of the head; uſing the utmoſt 
«caution to incline the handles of theſe forceps, as 
much poſteriotly as poſſible 3 a rule, never to be 


| forgotten in cheir application, leſt, by the extra- 


ordinary length of cheir points, much damage be 
ſuſlained by the ſacrum : thus I delivered the 
head, preſerved the perinaum and ſacrum, and 
conducted the reſt of the delivery, as is uſual in 
u nataral :labour.. The child was born alive, 
and not the leaſt mark of the forceps ns to be 
e che head; but, che mother, by 

catching 
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bed win Gin 99 the-third. day after 
her detiverywith a violent and extending ling 
ſhiveidg ft, ſucceeded hy a | fever i the. pulls 
was quick anti full; che kin ye hot / and. dry; 
ſhe had an inſuriahle thixſt; complained of | 
weight and uncafineſs in the belly, and exquiſie 
che breaſts -were flaccid, and there was a total 
ſoppieſion of the larbin. I toak away eight 
ounces of-/blodd,' and afierwards gave, her a lax- 
ative draught of ol. nicins, magneſig and manna, 
diſſolved in aq. iyſſopii, which gemly opgrated by 
tool; and, for ſome hours, aker, ſhe appeared 
much relieved; ::but ſoon akerwards.relapſed, and 
complained of great thieft and heat, with painand 
tenſion in her bolly: I now adminiſtered the 
tartar; ones in Imall doſes! recommended di- 
douag lest and bladders, half filled with 
warm water, wiapped in flannels, were applied 
to dhe gbdomes and: ſules of her feet; but to no 
effect; for, ſic had now, A wild, diſtieſſed, ear 
ger ceuntenange; 4 tremulous linking pulſe; 3 
univerſal: tremor of the whole body a fixed 
2 Aa 2 a . crimſon | 


| | cr a * 
n on ber cheeks; her lips were 
livid; the' noſtrils :emitted an ichorous-fotid diſ- 
| charge: appeared tenſe and expanded p; ſhe be. 
7 Wr ea was 1 had Gold[ſweats 
| ſoon after it happened, was commumicnted to 
dx. wAckExeIE, who, in his anſwer to my letter, 
approved of the application of the long curved 
forceps, as the ſtrait ſhort ones were found un- 
equal to the buſineſs; cautions againſt che 
haſty uſe of them; confines it to the head, when | 
low advanced in the elvis; and gives: an in- 
ſtance, of a woman, Who he was informed, by 
receiving a blow, fell into labour, and continued 
ſo for two days and nights, and then died; from 
which he inſers, chat, as the head was low down 
in the pelvis, it was an unpardonable omiſſion, 
not to have tried the forceps; as, in all probabi- 
lity, the liſe of che woman might, by that means, 
have been preſerved: the forceps, he adds, is 
always preferable to the fillet, and generally fuc- 


ceeds 


1 
ceeds. beſt, Alter the woman has, n 
the death, of the woman he auributes to the lockial 
ſeyer : Mhich, there is every probability, to, ſupe, 
pole, was the jmmediate, effect of an obſtrudbed 
per{piratian .from her taking cold. As it is my 
general method, to venture upon the uſe of ſame. 


laxative medicine, on the ſecond of third day, at 
fartheſt, after the delivery; particularly, where 


the habit is ſtrong, and hel child is not intended 

to ſuck he mother; LihalWtake dhe liberty: of 
quotintz che approbation of dr. At, dor ahis 
practice; and give it in his Own words, as fok- 
low Some, he ſays, ate ſo timotous, tliat 
chey will not venture o give laxatives; till the 
fourth or fifth day after, the Sen ee 
ſhould check the lockial diſcharge, or bring on a 


dangerous purging ; but theſe, he affirms, to be' - * 


unneceſſary cautions, as he neyer knew the lockia 
interrupted, nor any diarrhea brought on by 
their ſeaſonable and proper uſe; but that, on 
the contrary, the laſt will often ſuddenly happen, 
when the body is ſuffered to remain too long col- 
tive, in conſequence of the inteſtines being over 

Aag | diſtended 


{ . } 
Adee 0 Wb this * ——— 
pain, and ſtimulate them tb e pel their contents: 
and, he further adds; chat the more“ the Body is 
kept cool àtid temperate by if lutive regimen, 
che bettet ance the patient Wil have tö 40 bid 4 
ſexet, and the thote regulafty will ant the natura 
ſctretions'#id tRctefions Be tatried of. 
2128 a, Wisluzingg. aired od hls Bott 
kr jette he gbſebved; tharm©e milk in this pa- 
tient, ent totally off on the third day after he 
was attatked,-and. deve appeared afterwards; In 
caſes of. cecovery ſrom the puerperal fever, the 
milk rich diſappeared at the beginning of the 
diſorder; ufually tetutns again vy which means, 
*. Nn. 745 KA 10-1: 
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"HE eighth of Serpent, 1766. 1 was called 


„ 4 4FY + 1 F344 £8 {0 


10 epd a woman, whoſe _ child's bead had 
bark delivered two hourg, without the mid. 


„ D3. „ens GL 


wife's being able to deliver the | ſhoulders 3 


ons 54 98 . nin 195 ain 


in which ſuuation, at my arrival, 1 found 
to mother and child; and underſtood, that for 


—— days before, f feetid waters _ had been dil. 


charged from the vagina, and the labour hac 


£3 GM 


been very, | low and lingering till, the very laſt 
when the head was puſhed forward by firong 


pains, and there remained: notwithſtanding the 


T% 2 


with ſome violence, but were now 7 became hn. 
guid, and the woman was faint and much dejetted; 
the tericranium pecled off to the | touch, and te 
head was in ſo purrificd a ſtate, as to \mell very 
offenſively ; - in order to extricate the ſhoulders, 


Aa4 I endea» 
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3 Mum 
of them, as far as 1 the exile; which, lier ſome | 


ſhoulders continued eee aka 
the moſt violent and extraordinary Pains, and, in 
vain were my efforts to bring them forward, till I 
had recourſe to the blunt hook; by the aſſiſtance 
of which they were alternately brought down, and 
delivered: the hips made ſome reliſtance, and the 
placenta, which ſoon after came away, Was exceed- | 
ing large: being, indiametgr, almoſt eight inches, 
and two inches thick; belides which, between 
the ramifications of its veſſels, it was, in ſome 
parts, cornuous; and, in others, perfedly carti- 
laginous ; which extraordinary conformation 
might, probably, in ſome meaſure, obſtru& the 
vital circulation of the fetus, and occabon its 
death: the head of this child, Rough enlarged 
by putrefaction, was not of an uncommon 
ſize ; but, the breadth of its body, at the ſhoul- 
ders, from whence proceeded the principal dif- 
culty, Was nearly eight inches, and a quarter; 
and, at the Nen As it en between. ſeven 
| and 
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delivery, reſted well at night, and, at che end of 
the month, was perſedtly recovered; ſhe had. 
belore, borne two children, which were boih very 


large and healthy, To account for the poſſibility 
of the ſhoulders of this width; being delivered as 
they were; it may be neceſſary to conlider, the 
great compreſſion, which they are capable of ſuſ- 
taining, by which means their paſſage is facili- 
tated, —MAURICEAU has a moſt remarkable; add 
extraordinary caſe of this kind, which happened 
to him whilſt he praftiſed x10wireny in the Ho- 
tel de Dieu, in che year 1660. Vide lib. i. p. 
198.->cxrrarn, in caſe 150, relates the very 
great difficulty, which occurred to him from the 
been brought forward, and delivered by means of 
his extractor: the child, he ſays, was born alive: 
but, about two hours aſter, was ſeized with a 
convulſion fit, in which it died: and, caſe 18g. 
of the. ſame author, contains the relation of a 
bmilar difficulty, in which the child was born alive, 
and did well, = LA wor 1 of a r 

5 £058 nid 16 gn 


„„ Ol 
of chis Kind, as one of the moſt difficult which 


* 


can poſſibly happen; and gives a caution "again 


too much ſorce being made uſe of, for fear” of 


ſeparscitig the! head from ihe body; as happened 
in che caſe above quoted from Maunnctay; Vide 
| 14-0744, obf. 768. 304. K 376. and, dr, 
vutrON; "ob. 8. who alſo ohſerves, that the 

bend, taking it from dhe ai frontis to the occiput, 
is bitzger, in general; than the ſhoulders; "from 
bich, be inſers, chat the dilatation made by the 
head; will more than ſuffice to give a paſſage to 
the ſhoulders: which, from their pliable texture, 
be adds, will/ readily ſhape theraſelves to” that 
cylindrical cavity, the true pelvis * and herein, 
our author argues mechanically right, ſo far as 
regards a juſt and happy proportion of che ff 
and pelvis; but, when the dimensions of the 
ſhoulders exceed thoſe of the head; as; in the 
caſe wherein I was engaged, it will be readily 


granted, that the dilatation occaſioned” by the 
delivery of che head, will bave little or no effeſt 
in facilitating the paſſage of the ſhoulders; which 
muſt necellarily become the work of either” the 
fingers or blunt hook. | CASE 
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"HE" following caſe occurred to * che 5 
# Novennts, 1766. A young woman, in the | 
worktiouſe f UI ST PECKHAM, in this county, 
had been in flrong Jabour for four days and 
nights: "the waters were evacuated i in the morning 
of the ſecond” day: a midwiſe was in waiting 
from Be beginning; and findi ing, as ſhe expreſſed | 
it, that the child came wrong, had frequently en- 
dedvouted i tart; and deliver it; tho, I could 
not” learh, that her knowledge of its fituation, 36 
entitted her to any ſuch hope or ex pectation; at 
e dhe "The" Tue bd | entirely ca, the poor 


becbme "fo very low and weak, as to make the 
danger of her caſe obvious to every one preſent. 
in this critical fituation of things, a meſſage was 


"RY diſpatched 


1 2g 3 

diſpatched for ds a few minutes before 
my own; I mood that the patient had 
| "ax an 1 P — 
pired; I immediately examined, and found: the 
child lying tranſverſely, and preſenting with the 
| | ghorax. The probability of the child's being 
4 will alive, and all reſiſtance ol the, parts being 
over. by the death of its motber, J. intro 
duced my hand into the uſers, in frarch. of 
the feet. which 1 ſoon abtained, and delivered 
the child wich no great difficulty; it appeared 
very livid, made. a faint noiſe, gave one galp, 
and died in about a minute after its birth., It 
gave me che. moſt ſenſible pain, to reſlect on the 


great. negled, of not employing proper manual 
aſſifiance, in, due time; as there is no doubt, 


but had chat been the caſe, bath mother a child 
might have been layed: for i it is to be remember- 
ed, that, f in all tranſyerſe poſitions of the fetus, i it is 
impoſſible, that it ſhould receive, any favourable 
advantage from the force. of the pain; and, 


without neceſſary allitance, bob parent and 
bs e th | child 
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be lausige chat the marizgementiof Rach im- 
portabt laboura, Ihould often fall into the hands 
of che uninfirufted- and perverſe female practi- 
tioner; by which means, the moſt defirable op- 
portunity of relief and aſſiſtance, is for ever fa- 
tally- loſi; and, if not, perhaps, when the ac - 
coucheur arrives, he finds the waters have been 
too long evacuated; by which means, the uterus 
is | ſtrongly contradted, and the operation of 
| turning thereby become à taſłk of much difh- 
culty to himſelf, and more perilous to his pati- 
ent, than if he had been called ſooner: it muſt 
be allowed, that che method of delivering by the 
ſeet, is the firſt of all modern improvements in 
the art of MID WIr ERT, and to which we owe the 
preſervation. of many lives; which, by the an- 
cient; n. the head to a natural 
preſentation, muſt oſten have been inevitably loſt. 
The neceſſity of giving the child a chance for life, 
whenever called upon in ſuch a deplorable caſe, 
28 I have above deſcribed, by a ſpeedy delive- 
ry, is ſelf- evident; as children have been often 


known 


f } 
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4he death of the mother i and, im ſupport uf this 
be found in author of equal veſpeßt and au- 
thenticity j and, which may be allo proved from 
vived—w&varctav, obl. 318. ſaw u line child 
taken out of its dead mother, à fortnight before 
the end of her reckoning, — sor, 196, Obi. 
Med. lib. iv. de Partu, obſ. 14. relates the caſe 
of a woman, who died about ſive o'clock in the 
afternoon, and at chree o clock next morning, 
the by-ſtanders heard a great crack, when a child 
was born dead: he alſo adds, chat it had two 
fore teeth. — narver de Generatione: Animal, 
mentions a child being born ſome hours uſter 
death.— DO woLrws, Obſ. Chirurg. Medic. lib. 
4, obſ. 41. gives an account of 'a woman, who 
ied in labour, in jury, 1667. ſix hours aſter 
whoſe death, the huſband perceiving a motion in 
r a the 


17 1 
the lee, N e e ee | 
man's deceaſe.—az0r@1Us DETHALBINGSUS, "M. 
N, C. bc. g. ann. 7. & 8. Append. p. % ſpeaks 
of an bealchy child chat was bern half aa 
hour after the woman's deceaſe.—woraTius ́ -- 
EN de Miſſ. Sanguin. lib. 3. Epiſt. a. cap. 
11. lib. 6. cap. 15; fol. m. 184. fays, he ſaw'a 

living child taken out of its dead mother, who 
died of an ulcer in the womb; The had been 
twenty days without meat or drink, having vo- 
mited up every thing ſhe took immediately.—Jo- 
HANNES'DOLA@US, Mi M. ©, Bc 11. ann. g. obſ. 
187. deſoribes the caſe of a woman, eight months 
gone with child, who died of a ſevet the next day: 
and, che day following, the by-Iianders obſerved 
the child to move for twelve hours; but; as there 
was no phyſician or ſurgeon to aſſiſt, it avas left 
chere: the ſame author alſo ſays, that he ſaw 
another child move in the belly of a woman, 
— the day * of an apoplexy.— co. 


STALPAST 
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; STALPAST VANDER!. WIEEL, Obſ. rar. Gentut. 

Poſter. Obſ. g2 Schol. p. 3833. arid rr Aus 641 
rar Diſſert. de Feet. Nutrit. p. 43. both join 
in the following wonderful relation: hat at he 


|  fiege of BERGEN or 200 (not dhe laſi) 4 ſol- 


dier's wife, near her time, was getting ſome wa- 
ter, and was Cut in two. by a cannon ball; inſo- 
much,- that the child, in its. membranes; fell i into 
the water; where it continued ſome time, and 
then was found by a ſoldier; who, obſerving 
ſomething to move, took it up: the child, by 
order of the Cordua, was taken out of che mem- 
branes, and was chriſtened ALBERTUS' AMBRO- 
$1US.—EHREN FR. HAGENDOM, Hiſt. Med. Phyſ. 
Cent, g. Hiſt. 19. mentions a perſon, who died 
in labour on Janvary 12, 168 . and ſome hours 
after, a living child was born, and was baptized. 
VESLING1Us, Obſ. Anatom. 7. ſays, a woman 
died on the 6th of january, 163g. of an epilep- 
ſy; and, on the 8th, a child was born :-—narvr 
in his work de Generat. Anim. and MATTHAEUS 
in his Queſt. Medic. 4. both affirm their having 
ſcen a living child, that was born ſome hours 

alter 


l 
aftet the mother s death : the former of the laſt 
had often found the umbilical arteries.' beating, 
and the fetus vigorous-and ſtrong: he alſo denics 
the angſlamoſis of the veſſels between the placenta 
and tterus; in which opinion, 1 find many of 
our modlern writers accord: and dr. 2unTON, 
in particular, when ſpeaking upon "this topic, 
refers to many of the above authors, and aſſerts, 
that, as the circulation of the blood, both in the 
mother and child, depends upon their own hearts 
and veſſels, the one enn live, though the other 
die: in proof of which doAtine, che reader is 
referred to his book of wtvwirzny; p. 26. 
29: & go. — Dr. Axl is very curious upon 
this matter, and ſays, if we may compare vegeta - 
dles with animals, it ſeems moſt likely, that the 
child in the womb is, at firſt, nouriſhed by the 
ſame abſorbent powers, as roots in the earth; or, 
like parafite plants, which draw their nouriſhment. 
from the body into which they are inſerted, ac- 
cording to ran3oNs's analogy between the pro- 
| Bb pagation, | 
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Pagation of animals and vegetables: perhaps, 
continues out author, it may alſo be a prohable 
conjecture, chat the uter ine veſlels, which enter 
che cellular ſubſtances of the Placenta, may there 
depoſit à nutritious lymph, which is afterwards 
abſorbed by the extreme branches of the umbilical 
vein, for the ſervice of the fetus : from this rea- 
ſoning, drawn from the ſtruQure of the Parts; a 
circumſtauce, he obſetves, which has often ap- 
peared unaccountable, becauſe it was imper- 
fectiy underſtood, will become more obvious 
and plain, viz, WHY. THE-CHILD MAY SURVIVE in 
utero for a conſiderable time, and without being 
deprived of blood, although the mother is al- 
moſt exhquſted, and brought to the hour of 
death, by a profuſe, diſcharge. of that fluid; for 
che blood, in flooding caſes, is immediately diſ- 
charged from thoſe very veſſels which ſpring from - 
the uterus, and enter into the cellular ſubſtance 
of the placenta, and not from the extreme 
branches of the funis umbilicalis ; the firſt being 
parts peculiar to the uterus, the laſt proper io tlie 
child : our author further remarks, chat a neu- 
: | born 
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both bind will live, for many hours after the 
birth, without nouriſhment; for it then exiſts 
by 1 circulation" of its ot, and being replete 
with blood and juices, flatids in no immediate 
need of an additional ſupply: i in like manner it 
will contiite? alive for a given time in utero, when 
cut off from all communication with the mother ; 
chat is, after an entite ſeparation of the placenta ; 
but, although it there receives no red blood, it 
muſt neceſſatily languiſh and die, at laſt, fromm 
the want of lymph, or, that nutritious ſome- 
thing, which is eſſential to life; like a tender 
plant, which cannot lobg ſubſiſt without the uſe 
of water, or refreſhing ſhowers.—In the Mif- 
cell. Natur. curioſ. may be found ſeyeral ĩnſtances 
of women dying gravid, who were afterwards de- 
livered of living children. nons71Us likewiſe 
has ' publiſhed a hiſtory of this kind; and rave 
NAUD; in his book De Ortu Inſantum contra Na- 
turam, is full of ſuch marvellous ſtories : norr- 
MAN alſo attempts ſeriouſly to account for ſuch 


extraordinary. births by the expanſn of putrid 
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N FEBNUARY, cis. 1 . for to a . 
Ach about two o'clock in the morning, Who had 
the meinbtaties broke in the beginning: upon 
touching ker, I found the ſoſt parts not conſ - 
-derably dilated; but by fedling the lumbtal 
 Ipite, diſcovered that the child was tranſverſely 
' fituated, and preſented with the back; the pains, 

from having bern violent and ſevere, were now 
become weak and feeble, and the woman ap- 
peated very low, and much diſhearteried, thro 
the perſuaſion of the child's death ; which, for 
ſome time, had been the general opinion of her 
attendants, although there was no one ſymptom 
to ſupport/it, The patient being placed in a 
convenient poſture, I paſſed my hand, well lu« 
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bricated, along che ſacrum.of ws ence: 
nates to the poſterior ſide of the thighs, till 1 
reached the feet, brought them down and the 
child not being very large, finiſhed che delivery, 
as is uſual in preternatural | preſentations :-'the- 
child, contrary to all expeRation; was barn alive, . 
livery-of the placenta j the recovery of this patient 
preternaturally bad for, on the eighth day aſter; 
her delivery, ſhe was able to carry acbaſket ol 
from her reſidence : it is ſomething extraordi- 
dren; one of which offered with the breech; and 
cher, wich the knees, which required the affift- 
ance of the hand;=-AvStozay obſerves, that if 
it be the back which preſents, it is impoſſible 
the child ſhould be born in that poſture, what 
paing ſo ever the mother endures; and beſides, 
the child having the body folded inwards, and 
almoſt double, its breaſt and belly are fo preſſe 
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ſuffocated; to avoid which, he recommends it 
to the ſurgeop, to quickly ſlide his hand along 
the back towards the. inſeriot parts,” until he 
meets the | ſeet; and to bring it forth. the ſame 
way, as if it came footling.---n10n1s, ſpeaking of 
the child in this ſituation, ſays," each effort that 
the mother makes, hends it: and the parts con · 
tained in the thorax and abdomen, are ſo com- 
pteſſed, that, if the child remains long in this 
Nate, it is in danger of being ſuffacated; and 
direfts che hand af the ſurgeon to be employed 
in ſearch of the feet. DAVBN TIR, p. 216. ob- 
ſerves, it is not ſo rare or ſeldom, that infants come 
Wich their back ſorwards into the paſſage, as with 
the belly; for a prane bending; i, e. with the 
face downwards, is natural; but a ſupine, i, e. 
with the face upwards, is troubleſome to the in- 
fant; whence, continues our author, moſt infants 
offer - themſelves bent, mare or leis, with their 
face downwards: he alſo: adds many uſeful dis 
xeQions concerning the delivery of the child, 
| when thus ſunated; to which the reagex is refer- 
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red. —Dr:"6vL»/deſcribes a child thus ſituated, to 
be in great danger of ſuffocation, jif not ſpeedily 
brought forth; as the mother's forcing doubles its 
belly,” breaſt and chin together, in fuch a man- 
ner, that it cannot poſſibly endure it long. Dr. 
ven is of the ſame opinion; and p. 10g. gives 
ſome uſeful inftrutions for the management of 
ne when thus circumſtanced. 
Ab fpeaks of a delivery, where the child 
preſented with the middle of the back: the we- 
man was in labour, he tells us, of a poſthu- 
mous child; he had delivered her of a former 
child, which preſented its head firſt: as ſoon as 
he came, he paſſed two fingers into the vagina, 
but could not feet any part of the child; from 
whence, he concluded, it muſt lie in a wrong 
poſture for the birth: 15 membranes were not 
| enough to admit his 
hand; whereupon he broke the. membranes, and 
difcovered the child lying acroſs the uterus, with | 
the middle of the back towards the os internum; be 
firſt met with a hand, and after wards with a ley 
cry 
RBb4 | his 


bis band, brought down. the other, andgoining 
| Cloth, and delivered dhe child to the ſhoulders ; 
engaged from the uierus, and. in part protruding 
the contrary happens 0 be the cuſe, the great 
difficulty. which muſt conſequently accrue to the 
operator; which, in many caſes, he very jultly 
attributes to the iguorance, or ſell- lufficieney 
of the midwile; who, either not knowing how 
to behave in ſuch a diſſicult caſe; or, learwg 
ſhe might ſuffer in her charader, ould the de» 
105 ? fire 
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dee ofifince)caritaiofG:che callingitaied: a und- 
ub to the laſt extremity: ſo, that thus the 
mother and ehild too often become victims to her 
negligence or ignorùnce. LA MOE ſpeaking of | 
the child's preſenting with/the back or belly, ob- 
preſent in ſo namow a part, as the entrance of 
che yagina, without the ſpine af the back break» 
ing; or, without the ligaments and marrow: of 


the ſpine being ſo extended, as to kill the child, = 


il it preſents with che back: In abſ. 279. he | 
relates a caſe, where being ſent for to a woman, 
who had been in labour for ſeveral days together, 
and whoſe waters had came away at night, without 
the midwife being able to find the child: he 
lound che pains much abated when he came, and 
finding that che child preſented with the back, 
conducted his hand along the ſpine to the hinder 
part of the head; but that not being what he 
lought after, he went the oppoſite way; where 
he found che buttocks, the thighs, legs and feet; 
which laſt he joined 20gether, and effected the de- 
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early knowledge, that the child is thus fituated: 
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| cher ind chikbinigoodihedkh Pe? adds; in 
treating of labour, in which che child preſents 
with its back, imputes this bad poſture to the 
child's head, which in turning for birch, paſſes | 


means, the back places itſelf there; or, when the 


child has not turned at all, but falls down on its 
back, he remarks, - the great importance of an 


and ſays, it may be known from finding nothing 
at the mouth of the womb, but a bag ſull of 
water, in which, ſometimes, che navel ſtring is 


elt: and, from feeling the ſpine of the back, by 


advancing the finger forwards, he adviſes 'this 


bad poſture to be remedied as ſoon as poſſible; 


as well, becauſe that other ways che womb, in 
contracting, embraces the child ſo cloſely, that 
it cannot be turned, as from the fear that the 
child ſhould be loſt, through the compreſſion of 
its head and breaſt in this poſition ; ſo, that as 
ſoon as it is certain the child/preſents in this 
manner, the membranes are to be ruptured; the 
waters diſcharged; andthe child turned, and deli- 
554 | Veled 


L 29% J 
vered. by the feet : after ſome further directions 
on this head, he recommends the praditioner to 
be attentive to three eſſential points; 1ſt. to be 
aſſured, before he haſtens the delivery, that both 
feet: belongs” to the. ſame child: adly. to turn 
the child with its face downwards, in caſe it was 
otherwiſe: ſituated: and laſtly ; to perform theſe 
operations, within” the 'membranes of thè child, 
which, ſerve for to defend the womb, as well as 
to facilitate the motion of che child from their 
ſmqothneſs and lubricity. Vide xorTAL's obſ. 
6g. & 79. Preſentations, of this kind very rarely 
occur; and, when they do, it is next to impoſſi- 
ble, that the child ſhould deſcend below the brim 
af the pelvis; when the waters are not evacuated, 
the child, in general, will be eaſily turned, with 
much leſs difficulty, in- this poſture, than in 
many other preternatural ones ; -but, when the 
waters have been long evacuated, and the uterus 
is contracted about the child, great embarraſs- 
ments muſt neceſſarily enſue.---Dr, zuzTON ad- 
viſes 'the operator, when the middle of the back 
N to introduce his hand acroſs the child, 


over 
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|  overiits belly, and, by taking hold of che farcher 
knee, to turn the child half round, as it were, 
upon an axis, the head of which may be to go oui 
at the head and anus; and then he will have both 
legs ready to take hold of, and bring dhe child 
away: he alſo adviſes,” to reach the farther knee, 
do avoid either diſlocating or breaking dhe os fe- 
added, a caution to the operator, leſt, in caſe of 
twins, a leg of each child, be miſtaken for che 
legs of one: and farther obſerved, chat che force 
required is not ſo great here, as when it is requi · 
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CASES. Ln, and Lil, 
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ſeveral women, who took themſelves to be with 
child, for whole years together, and ftill ex- | 
pected to bring forth.-And pions ſays; he has 
met with ſome women, who would not be put 
out of that coriceit; but took wind, which they 
felt in their bellies, for the ſtirring of a child: 
that, he has ſeen a great many ſuits of rich bed 
cloaths made by women, who earneftly longed 
for children,” and therefore would not ſuffer any 
one to tell them, they were not with child; but, 
at laſt, vaniſhed in ſinoke: the ſame author re- 
marks, that thoſe women, are moſt ſubjeft to 
theſe falſe big bellies, ſrom the thirty-fifth to the 
fortieth year of their age, becauſe they then be- 
gin to have their courſcs irregularly; and, eicher 

| | the 
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the too 'great W. or, the badneſs of 8. 
blood, is the wan of free diſorder : and, if 
che ſurgeon put the 
proper queſtions, he will readily find, that- the 
irregularity of the menſes is the ptincipal cauſe 
of it: and farther aſſerts,-that he has had öppor- 
| tunities to obſerve, that almoſt all thoſe women, 
who fancied themſelves to be. with child, but 
were really not ſo; were about the age now men· 
tioned; and, as proofs to corroborate this obſer- 
vation, I am enabled, from my own practice, to 
advance two remarkable inſtances : the firſt of 
which, was a fingle woman, who, a few years 
before, had been really pregnant, and who, at the 
| full time of geſtation, was delivered of a child; 
ſhe was now arrived at her thirty-fiſth year, and, 
| for two.years before, the menſtrual; flux had been 
very irregular, and having totally diſappeared for 
three months; ſhe concluded herſelf to be with 
child, and was the more confirmed in this opi- 
nion, by not only the ſevere ſickneſs and loath- 
ing which attended her, but, by the tumeſaction 
and tenſion of her breaſts, as well as other ſymp- 
toms, 
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uuns which uſually attend breeding; ſhe was 
inclined to a full ſanguine habit, grew viſs 
bly larger; and, about the time when her 
labour was expected, one evening in auausr, c 
1768. ſoon afier ſhe was a-bed, was taken with 
pains. in her back and loins; which; believing 
to be. real labour pains, a midivife was ſent for, 
who gavg her very hearty aſſurances of matters 
being quite right, and, that there was every rea- 
ſon to think of a ſafe and ſpeedy delivery; but 
much time having paſſed to no purpoſe, her 
judgment become a little ſuſpected; the atten- 
dants began to be clamorous; and it was con- 
cluded on, by the woman's relations, that I 
ſhould be conſulted: accordingly I went to the 
houſe, and found the patient hot, reſtleſs, uneaſy, 
and thirſty ; complaining of a tene/mus, and great 
pain in the region of, the, pubes : ſhe told me; 
that ſhe had all the ſymptoms of. being pregnant; 
that ſhe had been very coſtive for ſeveral days 
paſt; and, that her pain and uneaſineſs was ge- 
nerally moſt violent towards the evening, and in 
the -night; "dg: that ſhe often felt the child 


move: 
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move: on examination, I fbund the 95 tines to 
and therefore pronounced het paitis to be of the 
ſpurious kind, tobk away cight ounces of blood, 
and ordered her an emollient elyſter immediately; 
and, in the evening, upon viſiting her again, 
found, that ſhe was cooler, and much more eaſy, 
than ſhe had been: in which ſtate ſhe continued 
two days and nights; but on the third, the pains 
recurring in a trifling. irregular manner, I was 
defired to call on her again; which 1 did, and 
upon very accurately examining the abdomen, and 
not finding that globular hard tumour and balk, 
which the gravid uterus, towards the full time of 
geſtation generally forms; no mucus deſcend- 
ing from the vagina ; and the pains conſtant, and 
without any remiſſion ; I not only declared it to 
be my opinion, that ſhe was not in labour, but, 
that 1 entertained doubts of her being at all 
pregnant: having formed this prognoſis pretty 
freely, another pradtitioner WAS ſent for; and, 
after the moſt exact enquiry, and mature 
deliberation, he coincided with my opinion ; 
which eventually proved right, The wo- 


man, 
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ment, got quite well, has fince enjoyed a good 
ate of health, and the menſes have neyer once 
returned. For the following caſe; I am indebted 


to a. gentleman, to whom I owe much grateful | 


acknowledgment, for his candid communications 
and Ro recommendation; 044 ibis | 


lar diſcharges of the menſes, without the leaſt in- 


marriage, when ſhe attributed the cauſe of their 


diſappearance to her being in a pregnant tate ; 


in which belief, ſhe made the ufual preparations: 
it was on the giſt of Mav;11772, that I firſt 
ſaw. her, and, at that time, according to her own 


calculation, ſhe was near the end of the ſixth 
month; ſhe told me chat ſhe had had pains in her 


breaſts; ſickneſs of a morning; averſions to par- 
ticular food; and, in fact, moſt diſorders, of the 
firſt claſs, which are fimilar to thoſe of preg- 


nancy; that, ſhe. gradually became more and 


Cc | more 
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'thing-tir : and the like; all which-circumſlances, 
ſtrongly confirmed the woman in her opinion, 
and might well have deceived a perſon of more 
experience: under theſe aſſumed appearances of 


on examination, 'was not ſo haid, compact, and 
round, as the gravid uterus uſually; is; beſides, 
che 05-tince was long, dry, and cloſe ſhut; and. 
there was every reaſon to ſuppoſe, chat the ſwel- 
ling was fallacious, aud not occaſioned by preg- 
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gravidity, ſhe went on till the uſual time of gel- 


tation, was: ſo much exceeded. as io make her 
apprehend - the cumſequences to be dangerous: 


the belly Rill continued turgid and inflated; but, 


nancy: upon this conlideration, with.the advice of 
a pliyfician, who made not the leaſt doubt of the 
gravidity being ſpurious, ſhe was enjoined to a 
Proper regimen, adviſed 10 exerciſe on horſeback, 


and took occaſionally a proper quantity of a pur · 


ging eleQuary, of the gentleſt kind, to keep the 
bowels laxative: in a few weeks after, ſhe had a 
<opious diſcharge of grumous fetid blood from 


the vagina, which confined: her ſome days to her 
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chamber; fincewhich time, by propet care and ma - 
nagement, the has remained in pretty good health. | 
+—XAuR&tat; mentions a wöman, who, aftet 
whole months, for the dropſy, was, at length; 
brought io bed of a child: and recites another 
caſe of a woman, who never had a child; tho 
ſhe ſo paſſionately deſired it, as to be at the point 
of hoping for one at five and fifty years of age: 
under che colohr, that ſhe had ſtill her courſes, and 
actually made preparation accordingly: find - 
ing herſelf one day worſe than" uſual, ſhe ſent 
ſor her midwiſe, who aſſured het it was her 
labour; but, the next day, ſhe voided only a 
quantity of water and ſome wind, and her en- 
particular acquaintance, whoſe veracity I could 
depend on, related the cafe of a lady, in the 
neighbourhood of partrorD; who, at the age 
of nine and 'thirty, upon 4 ſuſpenſion of the 
menſes ; and ſymptoms of breeding, in conſe- 
quence toming on, fancied herſelf with child; 
but her "miſtake was attended with bad conſe- 

Cca - quences, 


L goo ] 
quences, as” it ended in a ſcirrhous tumour of 
the uterus; for which, the unhappy patient 
fought for the firſt advice in the kingdom; but 
all endeavours to relieve her were ineffeQual; and 
the event proved fatal —In the fifth volume of 
the Medical Commentaries, we find a caſe com- 
municated to dr. bonc A, by mr. zpwarD Jonn- 
sTone, ſtudent of medicine, at bid sen; the 
patient was a large made corpulent woman, about 
forty years old, and, who believed herſelf in'the 
fifth or ſixth month of her pregnancy; ſhe was 
generally diſpoſed to be coſtive, and moſtly fo 
when pregnant. Every effort of art, to procure 
the neceſſary evacuation, proved abortive; and 
the day after her death, upon opening the body, 
the obſtruction which had occaſioned the patient's 
illneſs and death, was diſcovered' in the upper 
part of the reflum: it was a ſtricture, which as 
completely cloſed; the paſſage into the inferior 
part of the refum, as if it had been tied by a 
- packthread: a kind of morbid ligament, ſormed 
in the refum, cauſed this ſlricture. For the 
particular treatment of this extraordinary caſe, 


and 
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and Ahe author's remarks thereon, vide page gos, 
of the” above book. In all che caſes, which 
have hitherto mentioned of ſÞurious gravidity ; #4 
total obſtruction of the menſes, has been found” 
to be the principle index, to che fallacious ſuppo- 
ſnions of pregnaney. But dr. zunron, in his 
firſt obſervation, has given che caſe of a married 
woman, aged thirty, who had had ſeveral chil: 
dren, in 148 and began to have all the ſymp- 
toms of being pregnant, except, that ſhe had her 
nenſes regularly z (after having ſtopped the two 
firſt months) although in | leſs quantity chan 
uſual: in this way ſhe continued for ſeven or 
eight months; when ſhe began to have milk in 
her breaſts : about this time, he ſays, ſhe began 
to have a ſuppteſſion of urine, ſometimes par- 
tial, ſometimes total: inſomuch, that a ſurgeon 
was ſent for, who drew off her urine with a ca- 
eier; at length, ſhe was admitted into the 
county hoſpital at Yor; and had her urine 
drawn off regularly, till, by proper methods, 
ſhe was able to make water without the aſſiſtance 
of tho catheter; during her reſidence here, ſne 

G 3 ſeemed 
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filled, and ſhe had her | menſes as before; in 

which way ſhe continued till the eleventh /month, 

A according to her own reckoniug. The'caſc be- 


ing curious and extraordinary, our author, 'akho' 
he had then reſigned his place as one of the phy- 
ficians-to that hoſpital, was yet, upon this un- 
common occaſion, called in: hen upon examining, - 
and touching the patient, he could hot poſſibiy 
reach the os tincæ; neither could he find any 
thing of the uterus” nor feel any hardneſs upon 
preſſing the abdomen butuponrepeating his ſearch, 
be, at length, ſound a large tumour adhering to the 
os Jactuw. The woman continued in this condition 
about à month longer, andi as ſhe had then a paſ-· 
ſage ſor ber urine, was diſmiſſed. About five. or 
ſuc weeks aſter che ſuppreſſion of urine return- 
ing, ſhe came to vont, and had itextrafted, and 
then went home again; where ſhe continued. 
longer, with tlie ſame ſymptoms; but never 
had à child fince, and died ſoon after. Dr. 
- 12axt, when ſpeäking of che ceſſution of che 
men ſes, allerts, that more women die, about 
bots r this 
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this age; than: at any other, period, during ther 
years of maturity: for, as many conſtiuhional 
infirmities; he ſays, are relieved by iht firſt 
approach of the menſe; ſo, bey oſten 1etarn. 
at the ceſſation of that diſcharge, to aſſiſt the 
conſtitution during the critical change, Which 
then” happens; and, to compenfae for the ant 
of that long · acouſtomed difcharge;: bleeding, once: 
a month, Wich the uſe of gentle laxatives; ate, by 
in ſtrong habits, Where there ſeems to be an abun- 
danee of blood: the; patient is- alſo defired: to 
leffcis'cveuſhnl quaindryof amal od; and/to 
live chiefly. on vegetables; fiſly, and ſpoon meats; 
when, the patient; however, is delicate, ſubject to 
a female-weakneſs, night ſweats, fluſhings in the 
face, ,and heQic fever, a very different courſe 
becomes proper: for ſuch patients, afſes milk, 
jellies, and raw eggs, are recommended; to- 
gether, with a moderate uſe of old Lonpon porter, 
or RHEN 15H wine; ſhould the bleeding piles appear, 
at this junQure, ulcerous ſores break out in the 
legs, or eruptions on the ſkin; the firſt. ought 

Cc4 | not 
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thoſe diſcharges, under ſuch circumſtances, are 
generally critical; and our author has obſerved, 
that, where they were ſuddenly ſuppreſled, an 
acute rheumatiſm, hyſterics, convulſions, and 
even death itſelf, have often been the | conſe- 
quence. For the further managment of patients, 
at that moſt important period in the liſe of fe- 
males, when the menſes are about to ceaſe z che 
reſting ſubject, of the late dr. jon yoTnuarGALL, 
and inſerted under the 15th article, in the fiſih 
and to the learned M. rissor's Traits ſur les Ma- 
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Iv. WAS. papa in a the fut ef 
NOVEMBER; 1768. to attend a woman, well ad- 
vanced in life, in labour of her fitſt child: 1 
found a; midwiſe with her, who had been in 
waiting tuo days and nights, and had then got 
her in one of the moſt new and uncommon po- 
and, which ſufficiently - ſerved; to ſhew:/the 
knowledge of the female practitioner: her breech 
being elevated upon the fide of the bed, which 
was doubled up with ſeveral pillows, to raiſe it; 
her head hung down behind, and, in time of 
a pain, was ſupported by two women, that ſat 
behind her; one of whom, by the midwife's dis 
rections, clapped a handkerchief over her mouth 
and face, with intent, as I underſtood, to keep 

| | he 
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* 1 ba and prevent her erying out; which 
the midwife obſerved, ſhe had done fo much 


[Geir rye of that ale to 1 which 45 OI 
wiſe would have been; her legs were widely ex- 
' panded, and ſupported on the backs of two chairs, 
between which, and underneath the patient, in a 
low, chair, was placed the old woman who, at 
every little pain, and frequently oſtener, had 
© endeavoured to deliver the child; Which, the 
aid, had been as near coming into the 
world as it was poſſible, for ſeveral hours paſt: 
bug, in ſpire of her | having made all the 


way he was able, ſhe could get it to come no 
farther: and, that ſhe had ſo benumbed her 
hands and fingers, in trying to open the womb, 
that ſhe could: ſcarcely ſeel them. From theſe 
fruitleſs and unneceſſary endeavouts, and other 
miſmanagement of the labour, I concluded id 


have been protracted, and, that the force oſ the 


natural pains had been interrupted ;: for, inſtead 
of waiting with patience, comforting the woman, 
WEI her cool and eaſy, the very oppoſite 

| | condud 
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; conduct had been purſued: I did nat immedi, 


mined, duxiug a pain, and found a great dryneſs 


and conſtriction of the, vagina, much tenderneſs 


of che parts, the anterior part} of the wiergs, pulls 
ing dqwa beſore the head below the pubes, and 


the os tince tilting backyards iowards the ſacrum 


(a Gruation, in which I have always ſound. it very 
flow. of dilatation, ) but juſt ſufficiently open to 
admit the tip of my finger, and fo progigtoully 
tight, chat it ſelt like a ring. The woman had had 


no other than ſmall grinding pains; and, upon en- 5 


quiry, I found no ſtool for ſeveral days; the poſture 
was changed to one more decent and proper; an 
emollient clyſter was adminiſtered as ſoon as it 
could be got ready. which relieved the inteſtines of 
the accumulazed feces they contained: and. as the. 
icooping, by being uſed with too much force, and 
continued ſo long, as to benumb the aacnngehd. 
produced a great deal of pain and in 


1 ordered an emollieut cataplaſm, d een 
ſtupes, to the external parts: and, alter waiting 


ſeveral hours, and perceiving the pains weak, 


and 


LY 


ately alter the poſition of the, woman, but ex- 


1 
| 
| 
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and recurring but ſeldom, I difmiſſed the greateſt 
part of her attendants; deſired ſhe might be 
ſlupes might be renewed every fix or eight hours; 
I gave her an opiate, and retired: in about twelve 
hours after I called on her again; found ſhe had 
been refreſhed by ſleep; that her pains were rather 
fironger, but recurred at long intervals; the 0s 
tinte was not quite ſo callous, and ſpread to the 
breadth of a ſhilling; and. that the ſmooth body of 
the membranes waseafily to be felt through it: upon 
which I renewed my former direQions; gave her a 
ſecond opiate, and eſther; till I received acall about 
ten hours after, to come to her aſſiſtance; which I 
immediately complied with, and was now agreeably 
| furprized, to find the os tince ſoft, and receding, 
on all fides; the pains Alrong and thundring, 
and the vertex as low down as the os externum; 
the membranes ſoon broke; and the head, which 
was uncemmonly large, was delivered with the 
face to the ſacrum, without injuring the four- 
chette in the leaſt; + the child was alive, and 
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„ che iter laboured under a ſup- 
preſſion of urine, which I relieved on the third 
day after delivery, with the female catheter; ſhe 
had otherwiſe no uncommon ſymptoms, reco- 
vered, and did very well. As there was no bad 
ſymptom attending this labour, there could not 
be the leaſt neceſſity for openiug the os tince by 
force; the treatment of ſuch births, demands a 
judgment and deliberation, much beyond that of 
an uninſtructed woman, who could make no apo- | 
logy, but her ignorance, for the inflammation and 
bad ſymptoms, which came on: it is plain, the os 
tince, though ſlowly, would have ſpontaneouſly 
opened, had the patient been properly managed; 
it is undoubtedly, to be opened by forcible dila- Y 
tation; but where the delivery promiſes to be „ 
fafe, though tedious, much depends on the pa- | 
tience and attention of the- practitioner, leſt, from 
premature attempts to deliver. haſte and miſma- 
nagement, debility ſhould ariſe; the woman's 
ſtrength be exhauſted, and the conſequence, per- 
haps, prove fatal both to the mother and child, 


IN 
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A a ſormet eaſe, I have ſulficiently- con - 
demned the unwarrantable practice of ſcooping; 
and have here exhibited a freſh inſtance, how 


much labour may be retarded by its uſe, us well 
as the moſt favourable circumſtances, ſor want of 


regulations and fkill, be rendered unprofitable, | 


and of no effect. It is a remark, well worthy no- 
tice, that the preſaging pains are ſometimes very 
long, before they bring on the thundring ones, 
and ſhould ever be attended to, with the moſt 
indeſatigable patience. This caſe, may ſerve as 
2 leſſon to midwives in general, not io be con- 
flantly teizing and harraſſing the patient, at the 
approach of every trifling pain, which is unne- 
ceſſary, and oſten ſo injurious, as to bring on 
ſoreneſs and inflammation 2 therefore, the leſs the 
parts are handled; the better ; and; when there is 
2 real occaſion for touching, the moſt gentle care, 
tenderneſs, and delicacy, ſhould be uſed,” 
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BOUT. * the evening 
un gf the acond.of OcTOBER-laſt, I was called to 
a young woman, who. had been married but 


„%a few days before, and was uvexpeRtedly 


„taken ill; I found her kneeling on the 
ground, with her head in a chair, and complain- 
ing of very great pain, which abating, I en- 


« quired of her che cauſe of her complaint: to 


« which, I received for anſwer, that ſhe could noi 


«tell 


[ 31 } 
v tell what vas the matter with her; but, that ſhe 
* had been in as bad — Ge 
E —— bern Tied eded 
** which ſhe complied with; and then permitting 
„ me ue touch. her, In time pf pain, 1 found 
4 the os tincæ open, to the breadth of half a 
crown; the waters puſhing down in form of a 
gut; and, when dhe pain receded. the head 
very * high up, and reſting upon the brim of 
dhe pelvis: ſoon aftcr ſhe was in bed, her pains 
became very firong, and almoſt continual ; 
« and the membranes breaking, the waters were 
* diſcharged in large quantities; the head came 
lower down, was preſſed into a conical 
form, and the bones protiuded over one ano- 
+ ther; which not only led me to ſuſpect an 
« jll-ſhapen- pelvis, but, I was further confirmed 
in this belief, by feeling the tuberoſities of the 
*. ofſa iſchij project too near to each other 
when the woman contitues in labour 4 long while, 
and although the os tinte is greatly di ated, ſtill the head of 


the child remains very high up, the labour generally prove? 
of _ dificult kind. | 


« the 
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* reſpe, exteriorly diflorted : upon mentioning 
„my diſcovery to her mother, ſhe attributed 
* the difficulties to an injury, which ſhe had. 
received in her infancy, from the kick of a 
„ horſe; notwithſtanding / the pains. continued 
« pretty ſtrong, the head did not advance in the 
© leaſt, and the woman being mach fatigued and 
e depreſſed, I gave her an opiate; and having 
had no ſtool for two days before, cauſed an 
* emollient clyſter to be injeded to empty the 
« inteſtines : the opiate reſtrained the pains, and 
© compoſed the patient for many hours, when ſhe 
* awoke, and they again returned, with an equal 
« degree of firength to what they had been before; 
« but the bead Riill continued inthe ſame ſituation, | 
without the leaſt progreſſion whatever: the re- 
« Jations of the woman began now to expreſs 
much anxiety on her account, and to interro- 
gate me about the ſafety of the cafe: I aſſured 


„them tat it Won! be ande with math © 


„danger and difficulty, both to mother and 
« child, and, that I was fearful the latter could 
Dd not 
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a Notwithſtanding the wehen | 
was duly ſupported with nutrition, the pains, 
* ſoon after this, became conſiderably leſſened, 
extreme weakneſs almoſt to fainting enſued, 
and an incipient hemorrhage from che uterus 
came on: in this poſition of affairs, thinking 
it both difficult and dangerous to attempt the 
turning of the child, and, that it was not in na- 
** ture's power to accompliſh her own, work, the 
pains being inſufficient, to puſh the head for- 
«+ ards i and conſidering likewiſe, that its poſition 
as too diſadvantageous for the uſe of the ſtrait 
forceps, I reſolved, at once, to make an attempt 
with the long curved forceps; ſo competent 
* a gadge, as yourſelf, of ſo critical a ſituation, 
as that to which I was now expoſed, need not 
be told the anxious feelings, which are thereby 
* created in the mind of che praQitioner ; the 
woman bad a fainting fit, and as the ſymptoms 
were now become truly alarming ; you will, I 
* truſt not, in the leaſt, deem me raſh, in my 
* reſolution, to employ inflruments ; the proper 
+ poſition for introducing them being made, 


„with 
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15 with. wack difficulty I applied one blade. of | 
the laſt mentioned inſtrument, and found 
1 ſo much more in the application of the ſe- 
ſh cond, that 1 had nearly given up the point, 
« and withdrawn them both; but the thoughts 
* of the crotchet, on one hand, diſmayed me 
beyond meaſure ; and, onthe other, excited my 
4 perſeverance; till, at length, T accompliſhed my 
« deſign, and obtained firm hold of the head; 
but, I muſt candidly confeſs, it was done with- 
« out knowing its exact ſituation; the fainting fits 
« became frequent, and the flooding increaſed : 
« to wait for pains was untieceſſary; I therefore 
„made uſe of ſome ſmall pulling force, and 
finding the head ſomewhat advance, continued 
« gently pulling in a waving manner, till, 
at length, the vertex was ſqueezed down to the 
« inferior part of the right iſchium, the ſorehead 
being towards the ſuperior part of the left, and 
rather higher on that fide than the brim of the 
« peluts; diſcovering this to be now the poſition 
« of the head, I concluded the inſtrument, not to 
„ be ſo badly fixed, as to require freſh applica- 
* tion; therefore proceeded to turn the forehead, 
D d 2 : into 
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into che bollo b 'of the faction, which. diſen · 
++ gaged it from its confinement at the upper part 
of the pelvis; and, with the greateſt delibera- 
« tion, and moſt careful attention to the peri: 
« neum, delivered the head, and releaſed the 
forceps; the ſhoulders gave me ſome trouble; 
« for, although I had brought them down be- 
„low the iſchia, they were hard to extra}, till, 
« by forcibly paſſing a finger over one of them 
« up to the'cubit of the arm, and by prefling it 
„towards the ſacrum, it was, at length, brought 
„ down with an half round turn; and the reſt of 
© the delivery was effected without any particular 
trouble; the hemorrhage abated ſoon after the 
delivery of the placenta, which followed the 
4 child immediately; ſo, that it may -reaſon- 
4 ably be ſuppoſed, the uterine hemorrhage, whiclt 
4% came on before the delivery was attempted by 
« the forceps, was occaſioned by the total ſepara- 
„ tion of the placenta : the child laid ſome 
© minutes before it breathed; ſoon after which, 
it cry'd faintly, and lived in a languiſhing con- 
dition, till the ITY of the ſixth day, and 

© then 
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„en died; the forceps had let marks upon 
© the head, and appeared to have been fixed in 
«2 diagonal direction, poſteriorly over the fore- 
„head, and anteriorly over the occibut. I was 
« ſo very much fatigued with the troubleſome 
© eircumſtances attending | this - caſe, that I did 
not recover for ſome time. The woman 
„ ſeemed to be in a good way, though rather 
„enk, for ſeveral days; but, from a violent 
« agitation of mind, on the ſeventh day after her 
« delivery, ſhe was thrown into a diatrhœa, at- 
tended with a fever, which proved fatal. This, 
«TI dare ſay, you will call an uncommonly labo- 
„ rious birth, and one of the moſt melancholy 
| « in MiDwirzRy; in the management of it, ſhall 
be happy to meet your approbation, or know 
„herein I may have erred. The following eaſe, 
« of the preternatural kind, though not without 
« its particular difficulties, gave me leſs fatigue 
« of body, and anxiety of mind; about five in 
" the morning, of the third of this month, 1 
© was ſent for to a lady, who had beſpoke my 
" alfiftance whom 1 found very full of pain, 
| BE. 3 « which, 
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4 which, being almoſt continual, and chiefly 
«confined to the abdominal muſcles, made me 
* ſuſpe& to be of the ſpurious kind; particu- 
« larly, when, upon examination, no deſcending 
* mucus appeared; and the os tincæ was very bigh 
{© up, ſhort, rather ſucculent, but cloſe ſhut : 
« the pulſe being very quick and full, I took 
% away a few ounces of blood from the arm; 
„and as ſhe complained af coltiveneſs, or- 
« dered an emollient clyſler of milk, oil, and 
brown ſugar; with a ſimall quantity of ſyrup 
« of buckthorn, to he; given immediately; after; 
v which, as ſoon as it had had the defired effed, | 
© I adminiſtered an apiate; and aſter! aſſuring 
her, that I might ſafely leave her, retired: 
* upon calling on her in the morning, 1 learned, 
+ that her night had been eaſy and ſtill, and that 
* ſhe was much better, which ſhe continued to 
* be, till the morning of the 13th. inftant ;, when 
© being called to her in very great haſte, I found 
her walking about the chamber, dreſs· d, and at 
regular intervals reſting over the back of a chair: 
in time of a pain, in this ſituation, I made an 
* examination, and found the waters protruding 


1 1 


| F681, 
„in form of 'a large gut, and the e bur 
« little dilated: on the receſs of the pain, I 
4 could not*diſtinguiſh any particular preſenta- 
tion of the child, and from thence inferred, 
that the caſe would not be attended with the 
« moſt favourable iſſue; juſt at this juncture. a 
„ meſſage was brought me, requiring my at- 


« tendance to another patient in labour, at no 


« great diſtance; having obtained leave to leave 
her, I deſired, in my abſence, that ſhe might 
be got to bed. kept as quiet as poſſible, 
« and that I might be ſent for again as ſoon as 
« the waters broke: ſoon after which I leſt her, 
« and in about fix hours, having delivered the 
« perſon” I went to, was coming back, when T 
met a meſſenger, ſent on purpoſe, to haften 
my return; ſhe had a very ſmart pain ſoon 
« after my entrance into the chamber, and upon 
« examining, I was furprized to find the left arm 
« of the fetus in the vagina: the parts, however, 

„being ſufficiently dilated, I diſeloſed as much 
of her fituation to herſelf and attendants, as 


A circumſtance, from hich, by experience, I thin 
Nanda ina nr be rebel on 
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« was right and prudent; and, n 
* the expediency of tuming the child, to deli 
ver it, being fortunately well conceived ; I was 
„much indebted to the laudable reſolution, and 
* obliging confidence, of my patient; ho rea- 
e dily ſubmitting to a convenient poſition, for 
« that purpoſe, I gently and deliberately intro- 
7 74 my fingers, well lubricated, between the 

poſterior part of the vagina, and the preſenting 
« arm, into the uterus, that I might raiſe the 
* ſhoulder, and introduce my hand, in ſuch 2 
manner, as to diſcoyer the exact ſuuation of 
che child: which T ſound to be circular, with 
its | fore parts to the fundus wers, and the legs 
turned up to its face: the ſhoulder, being 
"+ rajſed up to the head, I ſecured the feet, and 
brought them down as far as poſſible; but that 
not altering the. poſitzon, ſo advantageouſly as I 
© wiſhed, I raiſed the ſhoulder a linle highs, and 
was then able to pull down the legs alternately, 
and bring them down till they advanced into the 
vag ina, juſt belo the os externum: as it was not 
:* eaſy to dang Henn dun any. lower, I intro- 
| e 


* 
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4 the nooſe of a garter, and Qlipping it 
« over the feet, faſtened it upon both the ancles, 
and then by pulling down the legs, at the 
other extremity of the garter, with one hand; 
« whilſt the ſhoulder and head were puſhed up | 
„with the other, with Tome difficulty delivered 
to the ſhoulders, and afterwards brought down 
the arms, by paying proper attention to the 
method of introducing a finger, and giving 
„ each a half round turn: the head was very 
* large, and fearful to make uſe of ſuch force, 
as might endanger a diſlocation of the vertebræ 
* collt, I alternately paſſed up, and preſſed 4 
finger on each fide of the noſe, and thus ſafely 
« delivered the child ; and, notwithſtanding the 
* difficulties which attended the whole delivery, 
«T had the happineſs, to finiſh it, without the 
leaſt injury to parent or child, who both reco- 
„ yered, and did well. Your anſwer will be 
* eſteemed a favour ; and, believe me, &c.” | 
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© DEAR SIR, 


E AM very well ſatisfied with the 
« « method you have followed, in the two caſes 
* ſent me; but ſhould be glad to know, what 
hour you delivered the laborious caſe in, and 
„how long you was with the woman ; other- 
* wiſe, the caſe is incomplete. In the arm caſe 
it was fortunate that your attendance was fo 
« early; great inconveniences might olherwiſe 
have occurred from che protruſion of the arm 
. * through the vagina ; the long evacuations of 
« the waters, &c. Do you recollect, whether 
the head was to ihe fide of the pelvis, or to the 


** pubes ? 
* I am very ſincerely, Rc.“ 


# q 
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To which I replied, * That the time of my 
i coming to the patient in the laborious caſe, was 


«near ſeven o'clock i in the evening, and ſhe was 
„ not delivered till "after feven the following 
night: and, in the arm caſe, that 1 recollected, 
* the vertex to have been Hugro cls to the lefc 


* 
5 14 I oy F 
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Taz reduction of the arm, when it happens 
that the child is fituated in a longitudinal direc · 
tion, witch the head over the pubes, and the feet to 
the fundus uteri, the accoucheur will ever find a 
taſk, of che moſt arduous kind, which preter- 
natural labours can poſſibly furniſh; and, parti- 
cularly ſo, ſhould he be fo unlucky as to be called 
in, when the evacuation of the waters is not 
recent, and the uterus is ſtrongly contracted 
round the body of the child: ſuch an unſortu- 
nate inſtance occurred to me in the month of 
FEBRUARY, 1775..the particulars of which, are 
. in the ON caſo, St 
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I WAS ſent for to the aſſiſtance of a woman, 
who had been in labour three days, and as many 
nights: the gentleman Who attended her. | after 
- the endeavours of a midwife had proved fruit- 
leſs, with the greateſt judgment and tenderneſs, 
had ſtrove to reduce the arm by raiſing the ſhoul- 
der, and puſhing up the fore arm at the elbow. 
but his attempts had proved impracticable; and 
being unwilling to amputate the arm, or tiviſt it 
off at the elbow, although the ſwelling,: coldneſs 
of it, and want of pulſation in the wriſt, might, 
in ſome meaſure, have induced him to that diſ- 
_ agreeable undertaking ; fatigued with his poſt, 
and deſpairing of ſucceſs, after proper conſul- 
tation, it became my part, to make further trial 

| of 
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of delivery; the pains were ſeldom, and very 


weak; though the arm protruded through the 


vagina, and was locked in the pelvis, Icon + th 


hopes of being able to paſs up my hand between 
the uterus and child, ſo as to lift up the head 
and ſhoulders, and, at length, bring down one 


or both of the feet; to effect which, I had the 
woman fixed on her knees and elbows, but found 
every effort impracticable; if I raiſed the ſhoul- 
der and head with one hand, and puſhed up the 


it in a train of reduQion, than I was obliged, 
from the ſtrong contraction of the uterus, to 


withdraw the hand with which I had made the 


elevation, and of courſe, the arm deſcended into 
its former ſtate : in this preſſing dilemma, as the 
difficulties of reducing the arm, and delivering 
the child by the feet, were thought inſurmount- 


able, the amputation of the arm appeared, in 


our judgment, a neceſſary and indiſpenſible ex- 
pedient, for the preſervation of the poor woman's 


life; whoſe friends had, from the firſt, been 
prudently apprized of her danger; but whilſt we 


were 


protruding arm with the other; no ſooner was 


a1 

were deliberating upon the beſt mode of opera- 
tion in this affecting buſineſs, we were ſuddenly 
alarmed, by an account, of the woinan's being 
ſeized with a fit; which we found to be the caſe, 
| attended with a' flooding: the matter was now 
become more complex and ſerious, than before; 
for then, by delivering the child, there was a 
probability of ſaving the woman; butnow, an equal 
ſhare of danger attended the lives of them both; 
the patient recovered from the firſt fit, and recei- 
ved ſome nouriſhment, but was, in a few mi- 
nutes, attacked with a ſecond, and a conſidera- 
ble increaſe of the flooding enſued ; the womb 
being now no longer capable of reſiſtance, the 
practice before tried, of raiſing the head and 
ſhoulder, was eaſily effected, the arm reduced, 
the legs and feet found, and, by our Joint en- 
deavours, the delivery was accompliſhed ; but, 
although ſome faint indications of life, at firſt, 
_ appeared in the child, they were no more than 
the tremulous glimmerings of its expiring light, 
which was, by far, the leaſt unhappy part of 
this melancholy caſe; for, notwichſtanding the 
extrac- 
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ut of the Placenla was cafy and expedi - 
tious, and the flooding thereby much prevented; 
yet, from ſome fatal cauſe, not eaſily to be inveſli- 
gated, the woman went out of one fit into ano- 
ther, till death cloſed the tragic ſcene, in leſs: 
than two hours after the birth of her unfortunate 
babe. — 130N1S. ſays, of all labours, that in 
which the child preſents with one arm only, 
gives the ſurgeon the greateſt trouble; for lying 
croſs ways in the womb, it is impoſſible for him 
to bring it away, without turning it; which, he 
thinks, ought ever to be done, in preference to 
the practice, which ſome adviſe, of delivering the Da | 
child by. the head ; which, whenever he has at- 

tempted to do, the conſequence was always a 

great deal of trouble, and diſappointment : he 

condemns the folly of putting the child's hand 

in cold water, or rubbing it with ice, upon the 

abſurd ſuppoſition, that, if it is alive, it will, 

y doing} preſently draw it in; which, he 


| rightly obſerves, is impoſſible, if it would, as the | 
* ns 
f weight of the body effeRually - oppoſes it: he | 
8 quotes AMBROSE PARREY'S method of taking off 


- | the 


8 Tal. # 
che arm as high as poſſible, if we ire ſute the 


child is dead; but concludes, that the difficulty of 


ſuch an operation, and the horror which / attends 
it, ought utterly to forbid the performance of it. 
MAURICEAU, he ſays, thinks it better to twiſt it 
two or three times round, to ſeperate the ſhoulder 
| for then there will be no danger of hurting the 
womb, by the aſperities of the bone, as we bring 
away the infant: but here our author very juſtly 
remarks, that ſince Axel thought not fit to 
reduce this advice into practice; ſo, neither ſhould 
he defire others to do i. The judicious and ex- 
perienced payenTER, ſpeaks of dhe great diffi 
culty attending a labour, when the arm is already 
come forth to the ſhoulder, the humours' flowed 
out, and all chings cloſely compreſſed by the 
violent force of the pains, and recommends 
turning the child, chat it may be brought away by 
the feet. a AN deſcribes a delivery, in which 
the child's arm had been eighteen hours in the 
world, and much ſwelled, by the long time it was 
expoſed, and the ignorance of the midwife, who 
5 | * 
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pulled-yiolently at the arm at every pain; nbi 


woman in two ſucceeding labours; in both of 
which, che waters gathering, and the pains increa- 
ſing to a proper degree, the membranes, broke; 
and thruſt out one of the child's arms; the paſ- 
ſage and pelvis were ſo large, that he found no 
difficulty in taking the child by the ſeet, and thus 


delivered her, in leſs thah a minute, each time: 
he cautions againſt the uſe of inſtruments to diſ- 
member the child; adviſes the operator to be well 
a whether the child be teally dead, or 


ot: and mentions 4 miſerable inſtance of a. 
man, that was lately living. whoſe arm was 
thus cut off, before his body, or any other part, 


but that arm, was born, by a sunsd gon and 
MANMIDWIPE; who, doubtleſs, . took the child 


for dead; but, finding it, by its bleeding, to be 
alive, whichi he did nt in the leaſt expect; he 
ſtopped the Hun of blood, and the child (as 

Be | before 


knowing, that it was altogether impoſſible 10 
extraft i full grown infant, by that meihod; that le 
ſearched for the feet, and ſoon delivered the wes: 
man with eaſe and ſafety : he delivered the ſame 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


beſore-mentioned) lived to be 4 man. - 0. 
rar has given an inflance of one = 
the vagina; 4 waters had dd gone .off a 

great while; the child dead many hours; and 

it was about the eighth month of the wo- 
man's reckvning: he ſearched for the legs, which 
he found, and with great difficulty effecled the 
delivery: a ſecond, here the arm protruded out 
of the inner orifice, quite up to che ſlioulder, 
and the hand bent backwards in che paſſage; he 
delivered the child, (which was dead, from ha- 
ving lain ſo long in the poſture he found it): by 
drawing the firſt leg forwards, by which means, 
the buttocks advanced: he adds, that when the 
child is not very large, and the woman has had 
children beſore, there is not always a neceſſity 
for pulling down both the feet; for, if one leg 
preſents, and the other is bent forwards towards 
the child's belly, it will <afily paſs: to corrobo- 
rate which aſſertion, 'in | caſe. g8. he deſcribes 

a delivery, wherein | he | ſucceeded by ſuch 
means: as allo, in caſes 38. 80. 122. 136. 

| 146. 
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146. 146. 1 he obaaindd boch iced, 


and effefted the delivery footling; ; but in caſe 


190. he tells us of a delivery, where one arm 


was ſunk i into the vagina; and the ſhoulderſtopped 
it up, and was cloſely rivetted in the os internum 3 
the woman had been in labowit two 6r three 
days; in vain were all his endeavours, either to 
return the atin, dr remove the ſhoulder, ſo as to 


paſs his hand by, it, ts reach the feet: upon 


moving the arni, he found it was very looſe, 


whereby he judged, that the midwife had 
been. pulling at it, fot it readily came 
off at the ſhoulder : he theri e | 


again to move the ſhoulder; but, he could not, 


by any method, paſs his hand far enough to 
reach the feet; he therefote tridd to git a finger 


over the ſhoulder, to draw down the Head; but 


the neck being very tender, the vertebre gave 
way, and the head ſeparated from the body: as 
the thoulder preſented Giſt, he fixed a hook | near 5 | 


the ſcapula, i in ordet to draw it out; but the paits 
tore away, ſo chat he was forced to remove the 
hook two or three times 4 however, he was, at 

Ee : laſt, 
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laſt, able to take hold of the ſhoulder with his 
fingers, and to draw it out, when the reſt of the 
body ealily followed; but he had ſtill a great 
| difficulty to ſurmount, "which was, to bring 
away the head remaining in che uterus; which, he 
did, after trying in vain with his fingers, by 
means of the hook, fixed between the ſutures: 
he- complains of being greatly fatigued by the 
labour, and attributes the difficulties which aroſe, 
to the ignorance and ſelf-ſufficiency of the mid 
wife, who did not fend in time, when ſhe firſt 
| obſerved the child to preſent wrong; by which 
means, the waters were fuffered to paſs off, the 
uterus to be cloſely contraded about the child, 
and the whole ſhoulder to be clofely rivetted in 
the os internum. In caſe 211. he ſpeaks of a 
delivery, where one atm prefented firſt, and was 


ſunk into the vagina; but, as the ſatu was 
ſmall, and the patient had been a mother of 
children before, by which the parts had been 
ſufficiently dilated, he judged he might draw it 
out in che manner it preſented, without danger of 
the head's ſeperating at the neck from the body, 

en n Or 
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A rs the” parts of 


che vagina; he therefore paſſed up one finger © 
2s it lay bent, and endeavoured, by pulling, 


to draw''the head and body out, gently. 


pulling, at the ſame time. che arm beſure pro- 
out the whole ſitus : in the following caſe, 215. 
where the whole arm was protruded into the va- 


gina, and the ſhoulder ſtopped up che os tince, 


he ſucceeded by obtaining one leg. and bringing 
it into the vagina, he faſtened a ligature about 
the ancle, and endeavoured, by pulling the 
firing, 10 bring che leg and thigh forward; 
whilſt, at the fame time, with his other hand, 
FA into the e be nem or- 
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vance, and for the head and ſhoulders to be 


turned upwards: this fucceeded to his wiſh, and 


the delivery was accompliſhed, but the child was 


dead: occaſioned, as he obſerves, moſt  proba- 
bly, by its having been fo long engaged, and fo 
cloſely preſſed in the womb, before he came: in 
talc 223, he gives another inſtance of a fimilar 


Eeg . nature, 
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' paturg, inwhich he ſucceeded by the ſame many 


as the foregoing; but the child was likewiſe. 
dead, from the lang delay of the delivery. The 
great number of caſes, in which our author ſuc- 

_ ceeded.in che delivery, by the ip of one leg only, 
ought. not ta miſſead us in Gr ſearch after. the 
other; which, in general, can be at no great diſ- 
tance; and, more eſpecially, as by the aſſiſtance of 

| bath, the operator will ever find it much more eaſy 
to reQify the ſituation of the child. Vide a wotTE, 
obſ. 272, 273, 274+ 275, 276, 277, & 278. Dr. 
ouLD ſpeaks of the arm forged into the world, by 
the mother's throws, as one of the moſt difficult 
caſes in ann. Kur for che operator; as the, fert 
are at a greater diſtance from. the orifice in this 
Gtuation, than any other: and the waters, alſo, 
are, in a ſhort time evacuated ; when the head is 
not in, or cloſe ypon. the orifice, io hinder, ts 
exit, he adviſes, if the hand be not far ad- 
vanced. to inſlantly put it back into the womb; 
and, if there be occaſion, to dilate the.,orifice 
with the fingers, according. to the uſual direc- 
ol that the hand may be introduced along the 
| child' 5 


t 826) 


f chile, bh o ; tile out the ber, e to 
bring forth” the infant: if the hand be fo far 


advanced, that it cannot be put back, he di- 
refs che operator to dilate the orifice, ſo as to 


thruſt up his hand by the E fide. of chat of the in- 
farit; taking hold bf hl feet uibche: and, in pro- 
paſtion as che feet advance forward, the protruding | 


band will retire” into the womb ! the moſt coin 
venlent polture for the patient to be in, during 
this and ill other operations, where the child is 
to be turned in the womb, he afferts, to be on 
her kneds, in a bed, at a convenient diflance from 
the operator; leaning her head on a woman's 


lap, who müſt fit on a low ſtoch i in the bed, for 


that purpoſe: : but this ſeems too general an ob- 


ſervation ol me Doctor s; for, in all preternatural 


labours urs, an exact knowledge of the child's polition, 
by didi gung the right hand from the iel 


as well 2s the ſtructure of the pelvis, ſhould 
be acquited, before the poſture of the patient be 


determined on: and nine times out of ten; ta 
place the patient, either on her back, or ſides, 
or 15 a half fitting, half lying poſture, in caſes 
of pretetnatural births, will be found the moſt 
E e 4 >) WE couve- 
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55 convenient poſitions; but, where the feet ard.at a 
Voery great diſtance, and the belly is pendulong, 
to place the woman on her elbows and knees, 
may, ſometimes, be, ſound moſt, .commodious. 
| Pilatations of the inneg orißce can ſeldom.” he 
peceſſary : and, in this caſe, as well as all other, 
it is often beſt to wait till itis ſufficienily expanded 
of itſelf, to give free admittance tothe hand, which, 
it will generally be, before the ſtrong pains are 
abated; and, not (ill then, the Mkilfol acgou- 
cheur will attempt the delivery with his hand; 
which ever ought to be done in the moſt gentle 
and deliberate manner, after it hag. been well 
| Jubricated ; obſerving the line of the pelvis, a8 
the firſt and principal direction, and tenderly 
' reducing the rigidity of the parts, by flow and 
gradual advances, till the feet are fully obtained, 
--— Pr, BURTON, in very ſtrong terms, condemns 
as cruel and inhuman, the method of killing 
or murdering the child, by ſeperating che arm, 
to come at its body; when an arm, through ig- 
norance, be ſuffered to advance ſo far, and con- 
 tnue ſo long in the paſſage, that, from. its ſwel- 
| Ing 
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img, and the womb's contracting, i l dinpoth- 
ble, as ſome imagine, that it can be put back: 
whoever is guilty of this practice, he affirms, 


ought to be proſecuted for mal- practice, and for 
wilful murder: from repeated inſtances, during 


eighteen years praQice, be ſays, wherein he had 
had many of theſe worſt caſes, he is convinced, 
that there never can be aninſtance, where taking 
off the arm is neceſſary: he ſelects one of them 


which ever Fell under his cognizance; 4 and * 
where, he -ſays, if ever there was occaſion to 


have ſeperated the arm from the body, here it 
was-=:firſt, becauſe the arm was ſwelled to above 
twice its natural bulk, whereby it filled up the 
0s uteri, and a great part of the vagina: ſecondly, 
hecauſe no- pulſe could be felt in the arm, and 
the mother had not been ſenſible of the child's 


ſtirring for. ſome time: and thirdly, becauſe the 


mother was become very weak, for want of 
zeſt, c. The particulars of this caſe, are com- 
prized in the DoQor's 21ſt. obſervation: and 


in - his 22d. he gives an arm preſentation, * 
Where che limb was amputated by an ignorant 


pretender, 


(( —— — 
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n about the middle of the or ne 
afterwards delivered the child; and proves, that 


chere was no neceſſity for this injurious operation: 


firſt, becaule it was not out of the womb as far as 
the ſhoulder: ſerondiy, becauſe the of wte#i wa 
ſufficiently dilated, to permit the introduction of 
the hand: thirdly, becauſe che patient” had no | 
flooding:  fourthly, becauſe the cutting off che 


arm could not forward the delivery; for the 


greateſt bulk of the child, is in the head, ſhoul- 
ders, and hips: all which remained of the ſame 
Gze, and were not too large for che pelvis; be- 


cauſe they were all whole when brought forth: 


and fifthly, becauſe the child was alive, and 
the mother in no dangerous way, as to flood- 
ing, Kc. when he did it; the Door adds, 
that he never found any pretenders to che 
practice of Mp EAV, who ever attempted to 


cut off the arm of any child, but chis man, and 
another, who was a cotemporary with him, and 


were together at the fame place, to be inſtructed: 
but this other perſon, he ſays, ſhewed himſelf 
the batter ſurgeon, " conſidering the conſe- 


quences 


4206. } 
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 quances.,of having the Gr end et a bene en 
or broken in the womb;; and, therefore, - he me 


judiciouſly cut off che arms at the joints, rather 
than ſeperate the bone: in the caſe, where 
hw was ſent for. to aſſiſt him, be had gut off both 


„ firſt, at the elbows: and joints, and 


ee ee if che arm of the child 
maſt be taken ſrom its body, he adviſes its 
as ſafer, for the mother, for che operator to take 


hold of the as humeri, and twiſt it off at the arti» 


culation of the kumrus and ſcapula ; but ſays, that 
it ought never to, be dong at all, eſpecially, if the 
child is alive; for the Doctor's animadverſions on 
this pradlice, and bis reaſons far publiſhing this 
caſe at large. the reader is reſerred -10 his book, p. 
255. Where may be alſa ſeen his contrivance of 


an inſtrument, reſembling a crutch, and which he 


calls by that name ; by the help of which, the pre- 


ſertingarm is to be returned; Vide ron ral obſ.4. 


54+ 61. 68. 71. & 73, alſo, dr. xxrox, caſes. and 
dr. zT LIE, vol. g. coll. g- caſe g. deſcribes a 
caſe, where the membranes were broke, the arm 
was in the vagina, and the ſhoulder filled up the 

05 
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| 69 uteri, in ſuch a manner, as kept up the greateſt 
part of the waters: this being the caſe, he raiſed 
the head tothe fundus uteri, and brought down the 
legs, with much greater eaſe, than he at firſt eu- 
peRed ; and, the child not being large, was ſafely 
delivered: in collection 34. of the ſame volume, 
| cafe 6. he mentions an inflance of the right arm 
hanging down, without the os externum; the 
head 'of the fetus at the [left ſide, and the fore 
parts to the fide, and back parts, of the uterus 
the legs were brought down, ſecured by a fillet ; 
taking bold of which with his right hand, be 
introduced the other to the head, and puſhed it 
vp, while he pulled down the legs with the 
nooſe; by theſe means, tho head was raiſed to 
the fundus, the arm that was down returned into 
che uterus, and the child was ſafely delivered: 

| the doQor alſo tells us, chat he delivered this 
gentlewoman, once before, in a fimilar caſe; in 
the following inſtance, cafe 7. the arm preſented; 
the elvis was narrow; the child was brought 
fpotling, and the head delivered with the long 
| | Hitec curved 


„„ 
curved forceps : for a repreſentation of which i 
a reference is made to table gg. of che ana- 


tomical figures: the next caſe exhibits he 
arm of the child in the vagina, and the body 


lying in a round form in the uterus; which, 
with much fatigue and difficulty, was delivered 
by turning, and bringing the feet foremoſt: next 


follow two melancholy inſtances of ignorance ; 


in the firſt, the arm preſented, and was taken off + £ 
by another practitioner; who, afterwards de- 


ſerted the patient, who was ſeized with a flood- ® 


ing, and delivered by dr. suEI LIE, by turning 
the child, and bringing it by its ſeet; but the 
patient died, from the great loſs of blood, the 
ſame night, about two hours after he left the 
place: in the ſecond caſe; the arm of the child, 
we are told, came down into the vagina; the 
patient had been many hours in labour, and a 
flooding. had begun; but was abated, after the 
waters were diſcharged : the Doctor propoſed to 
deliver by turning, and bringing the child by 


the feet 3 but herein being oppoſed, as that was 


a new method, and not known in that place, an 


older 


1%. 


er pradirioner was ſet for; ho, iaflead of 


turning. fatigued himſelf, and che woman, by 


puſhing up the arm, 'to bring the head to pre- 
ſent; and, when that method failed, he tried to 
deliver, by pulling at the arm : hereupon, ano- 
ther gentleman was ſent for, who lived at a 


. much greater diſtance than the former; but the 


* 


mm 


. - flooding had increaſed ſo much, by the former 


N violence, that the patient had expired before his 


arrival; and, as he knew more of the practice, 
he regretted much; that the method, which our 
author had propoſed, was rejected: a very ſtriking 
inſtance this, how very ertoneous the aticients 


were, in endeavouring, in ſuch caſes; to make 


che head preſent; Which was hete, and, I doubt 


not, in many other caſes, attended with fatal 
conſequences; therefore, it may, wich the firigeſt 
truth and juſtice, de affirmed, that turning, to 
deliver by the feet,” in fuch preternatural preſen- 
tations, is an improvemient i in the obſtetric art, of 
the firſt importance, and häs been the means of 
preſerving the lives of great number of wometi 
wound children; in caſe 1 12. of the fame collec- 

| non, 


as. Si, ORE a OY 


| 2 


+ t 
| 
a 


[38] 
tion, we meet with an inſtance, of the arm lying 
double in the vagina, the fore parts of the fats 
to che anterior parts of the uterus; and the wo- 
man delivered, according to yavenTts's method, 
by turning her to her knees and elbows: and 
alſo, in caſe 16. where the arm and ſhoulder of 
a ſecond child, was forced down without the 
external parts; he was afraid, that it would be 
impoſſible to force up theſe parts of the child 7 
into the uterus; ſo as to tum the fetus, and bring 
down the legs; but, upon trial, he ſucceeded be- 
yond his expeQation, and delivered the child 
alive: again, in caſe 3. no. 2. of the ſame col - 
lection, he has given an account, of the leſt arm 
and ſhoulder of the felus preſenting; the head 
over the pubes, and the fore parts of the child to 
the right fide of the werus+ in which, afier ſe- 
veral trials, and the greateſt difficulty; he turned 
the child, and delivered it alive; buy, ſays, he 
was To much fatigued; that he was not able to 
niſe his arms to his head, for a day ot tro: 
caſe 1. contains a ſupplement to caſe g. from 
dr. ponbax, in which the arm preſented: as 


does, 


4 


n pf 


3 Ubewiſe, caſe 14. to the ſame caſe; iu ry 


letter from mr, uubct, of xLywouTa: in- caſe 


18. no. 2. of the ſame collection, we are favoured 


wich another arm preſentation; wherein the gen- 


tleman, who communicates the caſe, aſter much 
difficulty. ſucceeded in his atttempts, to turn, 
and deliver the child by its feet: in caſe 5, eol- 


lection 35 is inſerted, a very extraordinary in- 
ſſance, of the protruſion and tumour of the arm; 


which, as well as one of the legs, was pulled off 


in the delivery; and the body and head, -after- 
wards delivered with the crotchet z occaſioned by 


a diſtortion in the pelvis: caſe 15. contains a ſup- 
plement to the above caſe; and here, che arm 


- preſented ; the ſhoulder was miſtaken for the 


head; the arm was pulled off; and the head 
was aſterwards delivered with the erotchet. 

| 1 nave*been more diffuſe in my. quotations 
and obſervations on the preſentation of the arm, 
as it is a poſition which very often happens; is is 
frequently complicaled: and, in general, re- 
quires the utmoſt {kill and care of the,accou- 
cheur. 


. 
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Ox the 24th day of Ar, 1771, a mid - | 

wife ſent for me to a woman, with whom ſhe. 

had been ſome hours ;. told me, her patient had 

endured very violent pains; that about an hour 8 

before my arrival, che membranes had broke, 9 7 

and one of the child's arms fallen down into 

the birth: and, that as ſoon as ſhe perceived 

this to be the caſe, ſhe had deſired my aſſiſtance; | 

the woman was very much diſheartened, on hear- 

ing the child came wrong, as ſhe had always 

been uſed to quick, eaſy, and natural births: 

the pains, I was told, had been ing, but. | 

were now diminiſhed; and as the waters were | "I 

not all drained off, the pelvis was well pro- 

portioned, and the woman had borne ſeveral 

children before; an immediate ſearch for the legs 
* bf appeared 


| appeared to me to be the 204 eligible plan, It 


was the right arm of the child which preſented; 
therefore, I could not err in my conjedure of 
its poſition : ſhe was already in a ſupine poſture, 
and near the foot of the bed: upon which, as 
the os ince was ſufficiently dilated, -I lubricated 
* my hand, and without altering her poſture, con- | 
- duded it, as, the laid, between the body of the 
child and us uterus ; : came at the feet, without 
much trouble, and by bringing them down, the 
protruding. arm, of courſe, receded into the ute- 
ru, ang the delivery was finiſhed without any 
very great, difficulty, From hence, it ig evi- 
dent, how great an advantage, the operator 
| finds 1 in attepding early; and, how much ſooner, 
the buſineſs i is done in that caſe, than where the 
"waters ha been long elapſed, and the uterut 
Mi beſides, the good proportion of 

the pelvisy and this not being & che woman 8 Girl 
; child, both, in great meaſure, added to the caſe 
and facility of this delivery. -; 


is con 
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tr Las me to pay a juſt Tribute of 
praiſe to che midwiſe, for her prudent c con- 
dud, in requiring timely aſſiſtance: and, 1 
think, paventer's Inſtructions on this head; 
wherein be adviſes the woman midwife, in 
all difficulties, to refer to the advice of phy- 
ſicians, or ſurgeons; by | which ſhe will not 
Joſe ber credit, or degrade herſelf: and ſays, that 
it is more commendable in her, not to meddle, 
but diſtruſt herſelf, and commit the matter to 
another, than raſhly to endeayour more than ſhe 
can do; truſting to her own knowledge and ex- 
perience, cannot be inſerted in a more proper 8 
place: it were to be wiſhed, that women prac- 
| titioners, in general, were better inſtructed in 
the practice of Mb IT EAT; otherwiſe, in caſes 
of the leaſt difficulty, they cannot be able to aſcer- 
_ tain how ſar the buſineſs may be left to Na- 
ture, or, where ſuperior aſſiſtance becomes ab- 
1 t 
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CASE Lx. 


. Mrs. W. afie having been croubled with 
| trifling irtegular pains in the belly, for many 
5 nights together; for, in the day time, ſhe was 
generally | pretty ealy, ſent to me on the 2gth of 
| JuLy; 1776. I examined her, and found the 
uterine orifice not in the leaſt extenuated, and no 

- mucus deſcending from the parts: ſhe com- 
| Plained of having been coſtive ; I pronounced 
| the pains to be ſpurious : directed a medicine of 
the moſt gently laxative kind to be taken occa- 
ſionally, and a few drops of the t{influre thebaica, 
in a ſmall draught, at bed-time, or in the night, 
| when the uneaſineſs ſhould return; by theſe 
means, ſhe proceeded in a tolerably ealy 
Nate, till the 14th of auc usr following, in the 
morning of which, the genuine labour pains 
came on: they were, at firſt, remote, conti- 
vued but a little while at a time, and a temiſ- 

ſion 


r 
ſion of, at leaſt, half an hour, intervened ; but, 
towards the evening, they acquired a greater de- 
gree of force, and recurred more frequent; the 
| abdominal tumour fubſided ; ſhe was hot, reſt- 


leſs, and the mucus diſcharge was tinged with 
blood; the 'membranous bag appeared flaccid | to | 
the touch; and, 'notwithſlanding the increaſed 
ſtrength of the pains, the os tince remained 
thick, and but liitle open; on the remiſſion of a 
pain, I could diſtinguiſh by the touch no partij- 
cular part of the child which preſented: upon 
which, the labour was ſuffered to go on in its 
on way, till the pains became very ſevere in- 
deed: and now 1 examined her again, and 
ſound the membranes much more tenſe, and 
puſhing againſt my finger, with a greater 
dilatation of the os /tince: in a pain or two 
afterwards the membranes broke, and both 
hands immediately fell down into the paſ- 
ſage. Here was another preternatural labour; 
in which.” I was fo lucky, as to be preſent on 
the rupture of the membranes, The poſition of 
the fatus could not be well miſtaken. I adviſed 
F f 3 SP BS 
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it : the patient was bot, in the leaſt, averſe to the 
propoſition, and was, therefore, eaſily placed, i in 

a convenient poſture, on her back; when, my ö 
hand, being well lubricated, 1 gently paſſed it 
over the cheſt of the child; but meeting with 
the platenta, which adhered on chat ſide of the 
uterus, I withdrew it, «and turning the woman, 
from her back to her fide, introduced my other 
hand on the oppoſite | fide; but the aQion of 
the uterus ptevented my [proceeding :- when it 
ceaſed, I renewed my attempts, and carrying 
my hand up to the feet of che child, which 
| were lying towards the belly of the mother, 
brought down the legs, and extracted the 
body, with the utmoſt care and caution; 3 the 
| placenta followed. without much difficulty; it 
was a fine healthy child, and had ſuſtained not 
the leaſt accident in the delivery: the mother 
had an exceeding good getting up, and bas. fince 
undergone two deliveries, without any extraordi- 
nary trouble. I have been informed by a gentle- 
man of credit; that, about fix years ago, he 


met 


met; wich d caſe, where. boch hands preſenied 


che waters had been long gone off; the pelvis was ; 
narrow: and the difficulties he laboured under, 
were almoſt incredible ; fot, nowithſtanding his | 


utmoſt endeavours,! there was no acceſs to cone 
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eminent accoucheur, that when we are called to a caſe, in 
which the atm preſents, if great force has been uſed to ex- 


tiact the child in that poſition; dr, the arme have been 
mittaken for the legs, the pains at the lame time being 


very violent, it ie impoſſible to turn the child; becauſe 


we cannot introduce our hand into the xtervs, the ſhout © 
ders and body of the child being puſhed low down i into. 


the pelvis; under ſuch circumſtances, he obſerves, there 
is happily no neceſſity of. turning the child; 38 it will 
be expelled by the power of the pains only j yet, in theſe 


caſes, he avers, that the body of the child Joes not come 


doubled; but the breech is the firft part delivered, and the 
head. laſt, the body turning as it were ain itt aun axis; he 
does not confine this obſervation to a ſmall child coming om 
matutely, but to a child of common ſize, provided the pe/- 


vis is well formed ;-nor-does he reſt his aſſertion upon mere 
hy potheſis, but founds it on feur caſes, which occurred. in 


his, own practice, in which the women were delivered: 
inſets not from hence, that there is no neceſſity to turn 
2 child when the arm preſents;; but leaves it for future ex- 
perience, to determine how far, and in what caſes, the pre- 
ceding obſervations ought to be a zuide in practice. 
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at the elbow, and the child delivered piecemeal, 

in the beſt manner the operator could dirett by 
means of the crotchet; and the poor woman ſurvi- 
ved but a few hours. Vide MAURICEAU, chap. 21. 
lib. 2—1 MOTTE obſerves, chat when the pains 
are at the ſharpeſt, the ſurgeon ought to enquire | 
into the fituation of the child; and, if he finds 
A hand preſenting through the membranes, he 
| - ought to open them immediately, and proceed 
to delivery; preventing, by chat means, its com- 
ing down into the vagina, which it would partly 
fill, and be an impediment to the introduction of | 
the hand into the uterus : he gives us two in- 
ances of both hands preſenting ; in one of which, 
obl. 244. upon touching, he ſound ſeveral liitle 
parts confuſed together, without being able to 
tell, whether they were hands or feet; he opened 
the membranes, and found them to be the hands; 
wherefore, he puſhed on to the bottom of the 
ulerus, and met with the feet very far from one 
another, and Joining them together, finiſhed the 
work; the placenta ſoon after following: he further 
remarks » that any praciitioner may be i 1n doubt, 
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the membranes ; but ſays, it is of no; conſe- 
quence, ſince the ſame thing is to be done in ei- 
ther caſe: the operator, however will, i in-this in» 
ſtance, find it beſt, not to be too precipitate, 
and attempt a rupture of the membranes, till 
he finde che uterine orifice ſufficiently expanded. 
—The next caſe of both the hands preſenting, is in 
his 245th. obſ. the woman had ſirong pains; 
the membranes broke ſuddenly, and diſcharged 
the waters, and the hands with the breaſt, 

were were pvſhed down at the ſame time; with 
the ſame violence; he put her in a proper ſitua- 
tion to be delivered, as ſoon as the pains 
ſhould abate their fury; kept his hand upon 
the breaſt, and as ſoon as ſhe had the leaſt 
interval, ſlid it along, to find the feet, which 
he did not ſucceed in for a great while; 
but, at length, obtained them, with much hard 
labour, and delivered a weakly child; which 
lived but a ſhort time, Dr. ASTRUG, ſpeaking 
of the preſentation of the hands, ſays, this 
poſture is eaſily known, when the membranes | 
| are 
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:the- orifice; to hinder'its exit; his directians are, 
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child to be delivered therein, it bought lo be 
quickly remedied :* he further adds; Hat v they 
endeavoured, formerly, to reduce "this cuſe to x 
naturzi labour, by the head;“ and, fome ig- 
norant midwives; till act upon this principle: 
but, he adviſes, turning of the child Itritnedi. 
ately, when the waters are drained off; ard to 
deliver it * 1 its ſect.— Dr. op deſcribes this 
to. be one of the moſt difficult caſes” in vru- 
wrezty, for the operator; as the head being out 
of its natural direction, catmot preſu on the 


orifice,” ſo as to ilate it; and the ſinalf dilata 


tion that is made, is taken up by the head; 
which cannot be put back, if far advanced, ſo 
as to give ' admiſſion to the operator's hand 
to bring 'forth the child by the ſeet; which 
is the only method in this exigency ; and the 
feet, he alſo obſerves, are at a greater dil. 
tance from the orifice, in this ſituation, than 
any other; the water is alſo, in a ſhort time, 
evacuated, when the head is not in, or cloſe upon 


tG 
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to tum che child, and bring it by ite 1 as the 


only ſafe and ſure method. In the third, volume 
ol dr. sMstrit, collect. 33, caſe 6, we meet 
with a very extraordinary caſe, Where both arms 


were pulled without the es externum, the breaſt 


to the lower part of che helvis; there had been 


wo midwives with this woman for two days, one 


of whom was het mother ; -both/orms/had./ been 


down: moſt-part-of that tine, and had often been 


pulled at to bring the child as it preſented; the 
arms were much ſwelled; and one being almoſt 
pulled from the ' ſhoulder, was ſnipped off with 


| the ſciſſars: upon inſpeclion, the parts of che 


woman were found livid, but not tore; the pa- 
tient was flooding, and appeared in a dying con- 


dition, Her huſband and friends being made | 
acquainted with the circumſtances of the caſe, 
begged, if poſſible, ſhe might be delivered be- 


fore ſhe expired. Contrary to the DoQor's ex- 
pectation, although the breaſt was pulled low 
down, he eaſily puſhed it and the arm up into 
the uterus, and brought the child footling. He 
had no > hopes of her recovery, although ſhe 
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ſed | 1c ce a lids from the joy of being 
. delive 13 becauſe he was pretty certain that a 


mortification was begun, from the livid appear- 
ance of the external parts, and her complaining 


of no pain; when he introduced his hand into 
| the vagina and uterus the placenta was all de- 


tached and lying looſe in the uterus. This was 
not her firſt child. The Doctor was called in 
the evening, and ſhe lived till next morning. 
In the two following inſtances; where there 
was a prolapſion, of one or both hands along 
the head, I ſucceeded in the deliveries, by lea - 
ving the labours to nature only. But, in both 
caſes, the preſentation of the head was natural; 
the pelvis well-formed, and the” tus not very 
large. | n 1,1 


is MY 


N 
| WAS ſent for to a village, about five miles 
from this town, on the fourth of novenss, 
1769, to a patient, who had been a conſiderable 
time in labour, and was attended by a mid- 


viſe; who told me, ſhe, could very plainly 
feel one hand of the child: on examination, I 
found the os tince conſiderably dilated ; the 
head deſcended below the brim of the pelvis, 
' WH nearly to the middle; and the firigers of the 
leſt hand, coming down, on one ſide, at ſome 
litle diſtance before it: the membranes broke 
two days before; and the waters diſcharged 
were very ſcetid; from which it was con- 
cluded,” that the fetus had been dead ſome time; 
the pains were ſtrong and regular, and the woman 
under no apprehenſions of danger; but, ſo very 
lick, that no ſooner had a pain left her, than reach- 
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ings and vomitings ſucceeded, to the moſt vio- 
lent degree, which I ever remember to have met 


caſe from the beginning of her labour. The 


opinion of bioxts, concerning the vomitings, 


which attend women in labour i is, that chey are 


ol excellent uſe, and are a ſign, that che child 


will come right, and that it firikes agaioft the 
bottom of the womb; which has a ſympathy 
with the ſtomach, by reaſon of the ramilications 
of the nerves, diſtributed: to both one, and the 
other, Be that, as it may, in this caſe; tho 
harraſſing to the woman, they were far . from 
being detrimental; . I ſeveral times attempted to 
puſh, the hand up by the fide of the head, but 
the pain or vomitings, alternately. recurring, was 

as often obliged to deſiſt; ; at length, however, 


the head advanced, and, in about an hour, was 


lafely delivered ; the reſt of the body followed, 
without any difficulty; ; the child was alivg,,s and 


the 1 woman had a god recovery. 
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THE: | Gckneſs which dh labour, from 
the violent efforts of the uterus, as well as 


the nauſea and retchings, which are — fo 


6 in flow and protradted labs; 
probably originate from the ſame cauſe, viz. 
the dilatation of the os uteri; by which, from 


the power of ſympathy,” the ſtomach becomes 
more or leſs affected. — It has been generally 


ſuppoſed, that where, bæud waters have been 
diſcharged. before the delivery of the fetus, they. 


are à certain ſign of its having been dead ſome 
time; but the fallibility of that concluſion, -as 


in chis inſtance, ought to make us on our guard, 
how we incur any raſh proceeding upon the 
ſirength of ſuch a conjecture.— This patient was 
pretty far advanced in years before ſhe became 
pregnant, which accounts for the tediouſneſs of 


her labour ; for the parts had thereby acquired 
a rigidity, much beyond that which we meet with 


in patients 1 who ate young, or in thoſe Who have 
borne many children. 
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CASE LXI, 


Is the year 1774. I was ſuddenly called to à 
patient, who had been taken in labour the night 
before ; ; her pains had been ſmall, but very re- 
gular; ſhe had greatly complained of the Cramp 
in her thighs and legs; but after the membranes 
broke, which was about an hour before I ſaw 
her, ſhe had been totally free from that com- 
plaint; ſhe was rather low ſpirited, and the la- 
bour had been ſomewhat protracted, by an unwel- 
come piece of news, in which ſhe was much in- 
tereſted; and which had been very imprudently 
revealed to her, I gave her ſome conſolatory ad- 


vice; and obſerving, the bad effects, which too 


much vexation might have on her labour, admini- 
ſlered an ä and left her: in aſew hours after 
i was 


bs 1 235 1 | 
10 ſine for again; and, then being permitted 
to examine, found the os uteri largely open, and 
the head advanced to the middle of the peluis, 
with, a hand on each ſide of it; and not being 
able to reduce either of them ea the brim 
of the pelvis, which was well-proportioned, 1 
thought-it beſt to let the labour go on, in its own 
way; preſuming, that probably the work might 
be accompliſhed, by ſo doing, | without any: 
farther trouble: and herein I was not miſta- 
ken,” for, in two hours time; the woman was 
happily. delivered of a fine. live child. The 
navel ſtring, which is ſubje& to conſiderable 
rariations, was here ſo very hard and rigid; 
that, after the child was removed, it was 
ſcarcely twiſted round the fingers of one hand, 
and pulled cantiouſly and gently with the 
oer, before it gave way; and broke; the 
0s uteri, akhough the child had not been 
y delivered more than half an hour, was ſo 
. much contracted, that, as no immediate ne- 
o ecſity appeared for the extraction of the pla- 
. %, I let it remain; and was informed, in 
4 Y 
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the morning, that the woman had paſſed a to- 
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lerable 6 chin; and, chat it came] away, 


or irſaf, | alter a firong pain or "two, about 
midnight.—Mavzretav has an opinion, ol the WM | 
'* fſudden contraction of the uterus; 8 when he | 

lays, that the internal orifice” of che womb, , 

- huts, while we tie the navel firing, and makes it I , 


a harder taſk to bring away the placenta. Da- 

VENTER, ' ſpeaking of the contraction of the 

womb, remarks, that the manner of its con- 
tadion, is the ſame as of its extenſion z on, 

one is done by degrees, and the other quickly: 

he alſo adds, that he has ſometimes opened a 
woman dead in child-bed, about che 8th or gth 
day after her delivery; and has wondered to find 
the womb ſo little, and ſo near its natural ſlate, as 
| if ſhe had not been newly delivered, It is very 
; neceſſary to obſerve; that, under the circum- 
| Nance, of both hands, prolapſing along the head, 

ſo as to obſtruct its paſſage through the fupe- 

rior part of the pelvis; or, at any time, when 

one hand. prolapſes with any other part, as well 

as the head, it may be often found proper, to 

i the child 2 5 the ſeet, Fra in a very nar- 
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* . Vide cafes the 13, 14, & 16th, of this book, 


row pelvis; the operator, | ever remembering, 

that, unlels the uterine orifice, is ſufficiently di- 

lated to admit the infinuntion of his hand; (ex- 

cept in caſes of extreme danger,) it will be 
WH prudent in him not to proceed: and, even chen, 
Lach care, and circumſpebtion, will be found re- 
- WH quifite.—It is a matter not unworthy our notice, 
e that the more hard and rigid the chord is, the 
greater will be the danger of breaking it, by pul- 
ling, in order to Uraw out the placenta, after the 
birth of che child. And it is alſo to be remem- 
bered, that, as the umbilical chord is moſt denſe,” 
frm, and ſtrong, next to the fetus; ſo, it is ge- 
nerally extenuated in its progreſs to the placenta, 
and, conſequently, becomes weaker at its inſer- 
tion into that vaſcular maſs ; from which, by 
on „ AO OI OE en that” 
ad, — EI Ty Og” 
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HE Ach of; Junk, 1976. Mrs. N. was 


taken with pacaly.; ſeolations, in he abdamen, 

| 1518. and loins; e next 
day, I. was, ſent, for; (ſhe had/\a- diſcharge. of 
macus ſrom the vagina; and there were other ſigns 
ol approaching labour: notwithſlanding which, 
it was impoſſible to diſcover. the s Yince, by 
| the touch 3% the difficulty of reaching it, con- 
viaced me of the probability of, at leaſt, à lin- 
gering if not a laborious, or preternatural la- 
bour: I. thetefore, ;defired that a midwife might 
be *kept in waiting; and, to be ſent for again, 
when her pains had acquired a greater degrec 
of force. It was not, till the afternoon of the 
following day, that my attendance was' again 
required; when I was informed, that the pains 
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had been quick and — BY ſome time 
paſt 1 that the waters had been | diſcharged, 
| but dhe bead of the child continued very high 
up, 0 did not advance i in the leaſt, although 


the pants were ſufficiently: open: from chis ac» 
count of the.) caſe, had the midwife been richt 


in her conjecture of che part which preſented. 
there could have been but liule doubt of a difficult 
labour; but it was more particularly to be fear- 


ed, when now, upon ſearching, I eaſily per- 


ceived, that the part which was miſtaken for 
the head, was, in reality, the ſhoulder ; the acro- 
nion being diſtinguiſhable | by the claviell, and 
neck leading to the head; I carefully :avoided 


wife, chat the poſture of the child was wrong; 
and, aker ſome deliberation,” as the ſtrong pains 


withſtanding, the child, in its: preſent ſituation, 


Gg 2 rather 


the, expediency of an attempt to deliver the 
chil ſootling appeared of the: utmoſt conſe- 
quence. The midwiſe was right in her ac- 


4 


—_ 

| rather extended from ſide to fide, and the pre- 
of pains, have had any great effekt in dilating and 
ſtretching the os uteri ; its orifice was ſufficiently 
enlarged ;' and, therefore, as the patient laid on 
her fide, I endeavoured in the moſt gentle and 
eaſy manner, to inſinuate my hand through 
obtain the feet: but, as they were ſituated to- 
dijo aichour wiki any exertions, which 
| might have been painful to the woman, and proved 
fruitleſs in the event; I recommended to the 
patient a prone poſition, reſting on her elbows 
and knees, according to pavenTEr's inſtructions 
in the like caſe, to which advice ſhe gave her 
conſent; and then, by a flow, gradual introduQion 
of my hand, I paſſed the preſenting part, ſoon 
found. the feet, and carefully brought them 
down, without any injury to the back or hips, 
and afterwards cautiouſly ' accompliſhed the 
whole delivery, in leſs time than I expected, 
and both mother and child did very well, — 


A 
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MAUMICEAD,” in ſpeaking | of a delivery, whe 
the child comes with ſhoulder, back, or breaſt, 
conſiders the ſhoulder to be the moſt difficult 
ol either preſentation, becauſe, it is furtheſt from 
the feet of the infant; and very juſtly recommends ' 
the ſurgeon to attempt the delivery by the feet, in 
preference to the former method of trying to put 
' the ſhoulder back to make way for the head of 
the child,” that ſo it may be reduced to a natural 
birth,-=proxts alſo ſpeaks of this as one of the 
worlt poſtures that a child can poſſibly come in, 
not only becauſe of its great diſtance from the 
feet,” but alſo becauſe: the head and neck, when | 
thus placed, are very much ſqueezed and com- 
preſſed . We find the judicious bavNMTER of 
che ſame opinion, and entirely agreeing, in the 
ters. Vide cyan, caſe 171. yorTAL, obſ. 
7. 19. 21.48, & 56. and 1a Morrz, obſ. 24g. 
In the fikth caſe of dr. suEITLIE's third vol. coll. 
34. we meet with an inſtance, where the left 
ſhoulder preſented : after the body was delivered. 
* firſt bringing down the feet, the head ſtuck 
| Eo | in 


in dhe pelvis; che hort forceps were employed; 
but not ſucceeding, | it was at length brought 

down, and with much difficulty, delivered by ma- 
- nual aſſiſtance alone: in the firſt caſe of no. 2. inthe 

ſame collection, the leſt ſhoulder preſented; the!fore 
parts of the child to the right ſide of the-uterns; 
the child was delivered by the fect; but not wich- 
but changing hands three-or four times, which 
were much fſqueezed-and cramped by thei firong 
contractions of the '\uterus,  &c,+—in the nent caſe, 
the right ſhoulder preſented, the legs being againſt 
| thee fore part, and fundus uteri: hene the delivery 
uns aſſiſted by the niooſt: che 1;th caſe: of the 
with a pendulous belly: and DAvEN TEA“ me 
thod: of turning the woman to her knees 
and elbows, is adviſed to be tried in ſuch caſes: 
caſe the third, of the g3th collection, in the 
fame volume; exhibits an inſtance of a ſhowider 
preſentation; in which, we find the Jatus deli- 
vered; by the ſhocking! erpediein of . 
che _—_ at AN et ; * Daan9t2 m0 valid 
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AREY in che Worm Me lach of vo- 
veubtn, 1744. being ſent for to a woman, whoſe 
former labours had been natural, and not attended 
with any extraordinary diffieultiys; I fount the 
membranes' broke, and that one of the hips pre- 
and the thighs were to che right fide; the 65 uteri 
which had been very ſtrong, were now-grown 
weaker, and recutred at very long intervals: 
in this poſition of the caſe, I did not hefitate, to 
give it, as my opinion, trat the child ſhould be 
turned, and delivered; 1 ordered an emollient clyf- 
ter to be given the patient: and ſoon after, as the 
woman laid on her left fide, gradually paſſed my 
3 into the vagina, and ule gently for- 


* 
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„ 
along the thighs, to the fundus uleri; the was 
ters being not all evacuated, facilitated. the intro- 
duction of my hand to the fundus; where I 
eaſily found the legs, and having brought them 


and the thighs down, 1 turned the belly to the 
| fſecrum, and, in a few' minutes, effected the de- 
livery; both the mother and child did well: in 
this caſe it was a very material advantage ta me, 
ſequently, the werus but liule contrafted, round 
the child's body: the facility with, which I deli- 
vered was alſo much owing to the ſmallneſs of 
the child, a well-formed pelvis, and the womay 
having before borne ſeveral children,—I have 
fince attended the ſame perſon. in three Lyings- 
to do, than to receive the child in a ſhort time 
after coming to her.—o irra zy, in caſe 49. met 
wich a child preſepting with the right kiþ. fore- 
moſt ; he endeavoured, by paſſing his fore-finger 
over the thigh, near the groin, to draw the hip 
forward ; but that method not ſycceeding, he 
bis * tried 
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pe being a ring, doubled over the en of 
it; this up e on the other ſide of the 
chigh, he took bold of tha part of the ſtring that 
bia, and chen taking both ends in his hands, when 
a pain came on, he pulled gently towards him, 
ſtrongly down'; by which means, he found the 
child advance according to his wiſh, and was 
the face ſowards the anus of the mother; when 
he had braught the child as far, as the ſhoulders, 
he ſetched dawn the arms; and finding. it lick | 
and by pulling gently at the. lawer.jaw, and at 
the back part of the ſhoulder, in a ſhort time 
brought | out the head; the child was barn 
dliye, hut died ſoon after. Vids caſes 123. 497, 
„ bv 43 1 3 * O yo Fer £8: A 
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obſ. 08g. N 184. who obſceves;: chut bete is ü- 
ki, it being bard and round! and alwayö dt a 


enough 10 engage incthe paſſage/«untels ſurced. 


indeed, by the fharpeſt pains a woman cht en- 
dure, aſter the comitiig away of the waters: he 


adviſes the ſurgeon not to ſtay till chis pretended 


head advances; but, without delay, te ſet abou 
enquiry into che funtion of the child. rot 


ſituated with the li) foremoſt; and he ſaſely 
delivered It by Fottodicing bis hand, wha bine 


ing ibe child by its feet: he adds, chat it was 


born alive, notwithſtanding it had voided; be- 
fore delivery, much miteonium, or black excre- 
ments: contrary, he fays; "to what is afferted by 
mr. VIARDEL, in the 4th! chap. 20 bleu 


tions; page 75. Vir. That, upon ſearching a 


4 * 
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Patient, he met with the ſaid 


hot concludel hat Ie child U Westi dd. 
ing, chat no body before him had made this ob · 
| ES ſervation.” 


j 
N 


el, of the e aulhek, Kada wores, 


; is 
e 4 
| ſervation,” Our author very juſily contradifls 

this" aſſertion : and adds, That of ati hundred = 
children, which came wich the fundament fore- 
moſt; at. leaſt,” ſourſcore are born alive, though 
chey always void theſe black-excrements,”” And 
here it may be proper to obſerve, chat the meco- 
nium either paſſod by Uſelf. or with the waters, is 
almoltza general conconiitant of a breech preſen- 
tation. in at other preternatural poſition of the 
child; or, Where the labour is attended with 
extraominary ' circumſiances ; the diſcharge of 
the wiconium ought never to be confidertd as a 
certain intlication of the ſetus in utero being er- 
nnd; die moſt certain figns'vf which will be 
found to be the cadaverous ſmell” of © the 
| waters, evacuated from the uterus} nb pulſation 
in the ſontmelle, funis, wriſt, or ancle: but, above 
all, and which is the moſt unerring indication of 
the child's death; and, that the greateſt de- 
gree of putrefaction certainly obtains, is, the 
cuticles peeling off to the touch : moſt, -if not 
all of the other ſigns, which authors have taken 
much. pains to delineate are, at beſt, equivocal 
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coll. 34. e find a the ſide of the tiþ-' preſent 
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and uncertain; and, hy relying 0 we 
ſhall, often be deceived. In reſpeR tothe meco- 


nium, I have frequently knawn a diſcharge of it, 
where the preſentation has been natural,” and the 
delivery fortunate and. expeditious. But to re- 
caſe above related; I ſhall refer the reader 
to 5 caſe 8. coll. 32. of dr. 'SMELLI1E'S gd vol. 
which. i in ſome, reſpacts. is nearly ſimilar to 
that which ſell under my care: alſo, in caſe 4. 


ing, with the ſore parts of che child to the 
— the uterus nn which onde! wy au- 
as, een in caſes of both 10. & 11. 
in che ſame coll. we find the  haunck of the 
child e ; 0k the. gore c 
as e (Rom 2 e en 
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155 WAS called to a woman in labour about ſix 
o'clock in che aſternoon of the ch of SEPTEM- | 


2x8, 1769, a midwife had been long in waiting, 


and the waters ſome time gone off: upon exa- 


mination, 1 found the bands, feet, and funis, d 
altogether in -the vagina; upon which, I turned 
the- woman to a ſupine poſture, and introduced 


my hand, well lubricated, ſecured the feet, 


brought them down without the labia; the other 
parts receding in proportion as the feet ad- 
vanced, and the child was pretty eaſily deli- 
vered; the ſmallneſs of its ſize, the retention of 


the placenta, and recurrence of labour pains, 
made me ſuſpect another child behind; and upon 
placing my band externally between the umbilicus 
and pubes, I found a hard circumſcribed tu- 


mour: 2 
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mour: and, upon gently 8 my hand 
into the ulerus. a ſecond a of Warum was 


2 K <7 4 HS ES 4.0 


ruiſhable x ED pg I 2 a gentle 
compreſſion to be made on the abdomen, as the 
woman was in a pretty good late, thought it 
beſt to wait ſor the natural pains; by the ſorce 
of which only, in leſs than an hour, the mem- 
branes broke, and the child was delivered 
breech foremoſt. No attempt had been made 
do extract the firſt placenta; on the funts of which 
J had applied a ligature at that end next the 
mother: I had now both chords at my com- 
mand, and the placenta, which formed but 
one "maſs, ſoon advanced cowards the uterine 
orifice; where, from the ſize, it met with con- 
ſiderable reſiſtance, and I was obliged to intro- 
duce two fingers into the vagina; by which 
means, I brought down the edge, and aſter- 
wards the whole body followed, with very litile 
difficulty. 
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. well warthy, the practtiti 


4 alen tee denden: never, eyes, .by; force, 0 
child es. and N — remains of their, 
being a ſecond; as by ſuch practice, in an igno- 


rant pretender to MIDWIFERY, I once knew a 


yet it frequently happens, as in the caſe before 


us, that there are Twins, which have only one 


placenta, in common to both: and BARTHOLIN, 
in his Epiſtle cent. iii. Epiſt. 62. makes men- 
tion of a woman having miſcarried of three 
children, who had only one placenta, in com- 


mon to them all. In caſe 8, coll, 37. of dr. 


SMELLIE'S gd. vol. we meet with an inſtance of 
three children; two of which had one placenta 


in 
Z2AD 


flooding brought on, which, proved fatal, even, 
before the ſecond child was; well delivered. After 
the; bin: of the: fiſt child, it will be prudent. 
and ſaſe, to make a gentle compreſſion on the, 
abdomen, for this very ſubſtantial reaſon: that 
the, ſudden, removal of uterine preſſure may not 
be attended with dangerous conſequences. In 
general, we find but one placenta to one child; 


E 
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in common to chem boch, and the 'third one to 
hiſtory of three children at à birth, to of 
whom had likewiſe their placente joined toge- 
ther, and one ſeparate, And La Mor r, in obſ. 
goo. ſpeaks of three children at a birth, whoſe 
Placenta were all united. and formed a maſs of a 
prodigious bigneſs; which was likewiſe the cafe 
in another delivery of Twins. that immedi- 
ately follows in obſ. 301. and, in both theſe 
caſes, he tells us, that he was not able to obtain 
che placentæ by che chords, but was obliged to 
have recourſe to manual eee, Wie caſe 
101. ee. enn $6: 6t 
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3 8 c * 8 * V. 
Fus 29th of noviiers, obrg 1 was 
called to a woman, whoſe midwiſe about eight. | 
hours before had delivered her of one child by 
the natural pains ; ; but finding i it impoſlible 10 
bring away the Placenta; ſhe had examined, and 
ſound che head of another child. which, as the 
pains were good and firong, ſhe every moment 
expected to advance, and be delivered; but, at | 
length, finding the pains lacken, and the wo- 
man, ſhe ſaid, much weakened by flooding ; ſhe | 
had requeſted further aſſiſtance : I found the pa- 
tient hot, reſtleſs, and weak, and the pains not 
very ſtrong but pretty regular; at the ſame time, 
upon examination, I was glad to find the head F 
had paſſed the brim of the pelvis, and was fo far 4 
advanced, that the ſoft parts of che woman 5 

H h 
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began to nn The draining of blood, 
which the midwife had thought to be a we- 
rine flux, proved a diſcharge, from the navel 
- firing of the child, kick had been. ri de- 


livered. Aſter making a ligature on the bleed- 
ing funts, and waiting a few. minutes. tte child 


was delivered without any difficulty ; ; appeared to 
have been dead no great time, and, moſt pro- 
bably was injured by the flux from the funis ; the 


| placenta was in one large maſs with two chords, 


pretty eaſily ſeparated, and was delivered ſoon 


after the birth of the ſecond child : the woman 


continued very feveriſh, with a quick pulſe, com- 
plained of pain and ickneſs_ at her ſtomach; 


had litle reſt that night; and the next morning 
was attacked with the incipient ſymptoms of a 


puerperal lever; ; ſhe had vomited a large quantity 


of black bile from the ſtomach, ſhewed great 
| anxiety, ſighed deeply, and laboured under much 
dejection of fpirits; the lockia had, at firſt, 
flowed in a ſmall quantity, but now totally dil 


appeared: che next day ſhe became highly con- 
vulled and delirious, and expired on the fourth 


from 


tw 1 


from her 40 . LEAKE remarks, that =, 
whenever the quickneſs of the pulſe does not ſoon 
yo off, after the delivery, it denotes ſomething 
amiſs in the habit, which may kindle up a fe- 


ver; and, which is always found to be the more 


dangerous, the ſconer it invades the patient.— | 


utrrocharts, in his Aphoriſms, takes notice; 
that black exctements, reſembling black blood; 
are to be looked upon as a bad omen: and,” that 
black bile tejeQed either upwaids or downwards 
at che beginning of a diſeaſe, is a mortal fign ; 
which obſervation was in this caſe 100 faially 
verified—Dr, BURTON has given an itiftance of a 
mother and child being almoſt wholly drained 
of their blood, by the midwife's neglecting to tie 
the navel firing of the firſt of the Twins, which 
was brought fotth without perceiving that the 
other Rill remained in the womb. It is very 
probable, that as this patient laboured under the 
pathognomonic ſymptoms of putridity, that might, 
in great meaſure, be the cauſe of ber dea. 
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7 t 2641 4 RO M PUR danger caſes, 


© which have lately occurred to me; I take the 

8 5 « liberty. of ſelecting the following one, for your 
« peruſal and opinion: about to clock in che 

3 morning of the 16th. paſt, I was ſent for to a 

« young lady, in labour of her firſt child; and 

** found her under much _ and de preſſion 

. „ 1 5 STENT 


44 
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« of min from! tivving loſt Ber huſband © . 
„Weeks beſore by the ſmall” pox ; from Which | 
« diſtemper, of the diſtinQ kind, ſhe herſelf was 

„but juſt recovered; a" midwife had been in 
« waiting for a week, who informed me that 

+ the patient had been in labour for che greateſt 


E eee The pulſe was extremely 
% languid; I gave her two fpoons-full of 


„ cordial” mixture; and ſoon after, in the 


«.examining her: the os tince was pretty widely 
r Wards; che parietal bones decuſſated each 


| 4 other, and puſhed down, in a lengthened” 


« ſorm, to near the middle of the pelvis; whoſe * 
4.eapacity, I could plainly perdeive, to be re- 
« trenched- by the intruſion of the vertebræ lum- 
aden overcitbe facrum. I felt myſelff moſt 


extremely unhappy, for the poſſible: danger of | 


the caſe, and. diffident of my own powers, 

About ſhewing any marks of fearful appre- 
hen ſion, or conveying the leaſt idea to the pa- 
dient of her Our nne frantions in- 


_— © © forme 


courſe of a little pain, took the opportunity of | 


4 formed the relations of my real opinion z and;. 
at the ſame time, hinted to them the obliga · 


*. tions I ſhould be under, in their calling. in ta 
my affiſtance, a fenior praftitioner; of eſta-. 
* bliſhed teputation ; but finding my propoſal 
not properly attended te, aud dhe charge, 
4. which, on many accoums, 1 could haye been 
glad. to. have: had divided, thus deyolyed..on 
©, myſelf, and become entirely my o; I be- 
++ yaing exerted. her utmoſt eſſorts; which, with 
+ the declining ſtrentzih of the patient; it was 
*ealy to inſer. that à recurtente of pains 
«, would be but of little ſervice in the advance - 
** ment of the bead: and ſceing not the leaſt 
«+ proſpett of advantage by delay, I thought of 
+ the long curved forceps, to, extract che head as 
* it prefented: with this view, I gave her an 
« emollient clyſter, of milk, oil, and ſugar. 1; 
« was in vain that I ſought for an ear, to aſcer- 
4 tain the application of this inſtrument ; the 
4 compreſſion of the head was ſo great, as to 
_ 4% firmly fix it in the pelvis; and the contraction 

« of 


* 
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of the” uterus increaſed by the long evicuition 
«of the watets, gave me ſo much trouble in che 

4 jutroductibh of tay hend. as the patient laid 
4 on her fide, that I was obliged to withdraw it; 
« when, to my great ſurprize, and as ah addi 
« tibn to ny embartaflments, an incipient flood- 
« ing came on, and made the caſe more deſpe- 


rte and dangerous; however, concealing my 
(6 thoughts, and ſtill unwilling. to employ the g 
«rotcher, 1 perſevered in my firſt delign; and 
« placing the patient on her back, ſucceeded” in 


the introduction of my left hand, within fide 
1 of which having inſinuated one blade of the 
long cu rved forceps; 1 paſſed” up my right 

« hand” on the oppoſite fide, and then with- 


10 drawing the left, applied the ſecond blade of 


1 che forceps, and locked the handles together ; 
« « which was Tearcely done, when T perceived 


the flooding ta increaſe, the woman ſunk away 


4 in a fainting fit, and, I was afraid would in- 


10 evitably expire under my bands: 1 had no 


time to tie the handles of the forceps, and, at 
* thix inſtant, making uſe of a ſmall degree of 


-Bkgs fan 
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$6 pulli force, the inſtrument, Aipped from, Its 
1 hold, and my taſk now remained to be done 
T + over again; in a liule time, ſhe ſo far revived 

6 from the fainting | fit, as to drink a little red 
port; and, without altering her Poſition, after 
6 © much difficulty, I again applied the forceps, 
« and now ſecured. che handles with a garter, by 
« which. time ſhe relapſed into a ſecopd fainting 
6 « fit; and, during its, Paroxyſm. I brought 
20 down the head, ſo low as to protrude the ex- 
u ternal parts: and now, with che fore finger of 
« my left hand, 1 could diſcover the farchead to 
«the right, os Yehium; J therefore, thought it 
« « right to turn it into, the hollow , of the Jacrum, 
« as a means of ſaving the peringum from lace: 
2 ration. to which it would otherwiſe have been 
6 « expoſed : having vow a good command of the 
10 « handles of the forceps, I ſoon effected this 
« buſineſs, and landing up, delivered the head, 
« which was ſqueezed to a prodigious length; | 

| 35 and, potuitnſanding my utmoſt care and 
#* caution, the perinæum ſuffered a 2 licht lacera- 

2 C tien; an accident 1 was extremely, ſorry for, 
but 
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1 but could not, * any, means, avoid whe pa- 


dent continued in a fainting fit, through. the 
* whole time of che delivery: and, it was nat 


* till aſter the, ſeparatiqu of the placenta, which 


” happened. in a few minutes after that ſhe came 


o herlelf;, it was; about, ten at night that ſhe 
* vas delivered, . and, till half paſt twelve, I, ex- 


+ peRted. that every moment would be her laſt ; 
for the, flooding continued, {notwithſtanding 
þ *,my utmoſt. endeavours, to reſtrain it; this was 
% ſituation, truly critical to my patient, and 

**-alarming to myſelf; for. the was. not only fre- 
* quently attended with faintings, but the pulſe 
* became ſeeble and intertupted, and che extre· 


* mities were cold. and livid; her belly was 


+ kept in a ſlats of compreſſion by a ſwathe, and 
* the body in an horizontal poſition, with her 


head reclining downwards; the windows and 
* dgors of the room were opened; a bladder, 


* half-filled with cold water, Was applied to the 
e pubes and os externum; compreſſes, dipped. in 


cold vinegar, were applied to the abdomen, and 


renewed from time to time; fill the langyor 
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4 an wha continued. ber baßfhy u con 
% vulſions enſued: 1 had bot down two er three 
«« ſpobns-full of red witie and water cold; and 
* aridulated with lemon juice; the Hooding, at 
«length, abated ; the gradually came more and 
« more to herſelf, infottiuch, that ſhe ſupped a 
little weak broth ; which, with other light 
« nouriſhment, was repeated at intervals, in ſuch 
quantities as her flomach would diſpetiſe with, 
and ſhe continued from one o'clock in the 
morning till ten, without any more faititing 1 
had never once quiuted her in the Whole time; 
« the flooding was Ropped : and, for two days 
after, 1 flattered myfelf, that, tough weak 
and low, ſhe was rather in a convaleſcent 
« ſtate; but now u diarrhaa fuddenly ſuper- 
« yenied, and filled me with ſtefh apprehenſions 
for her fafery ; ſhe had ſtools frequently, and 
« not leſs than five within the fpace of an hour; 
* they were frothy, bilious, and moſt intolerably 
„ fetiT; the fin was dry and hot, the pull 
«weak and quick; a univerfal larignor ſucceed- 


Wot aud ſhe was attacked with a ſubfultus: ber 
* * 
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in eee ie the mol imminem dagger, 


« arid her friends entertained not the leaſt hopes of 
« her recovery: I gave her ſmall doſes: of ipeca- 


* cuanhg with tinflura thebaica, in proportion; 


by which, the Aiorriae was, in a few hours, 


„ palliated, and ihe ſtools became leſs frequent, 
and more conſiſtent ; but the ſubſultus fill con- 


« tjnued;/and ſhe was not wholly free from it | 


till the: ſixth day after its attack: and ſhe had 
© taken freely of a detection of Prravian bark; 
++ every third or fourth hour, and filepun e moſ- 


4 cho, in the intermediate ſpaces ; both theſe 


„ medicines were of infinite ſervice to her; and; 
in many ſtages of puerperal complaints, I am 
«convinced, by experience, that we have hot a 
more efficaciqus and ſerviceahle remedy in the 
„ wholp materia medica, than the cortex,” pro- 
4+, perly preſcrihed :. She made no water till the 
« third day after her delivery, and then paſſed it 


« with pain and heat: gum arabic was therefore 


« difſolved in water, and mixed with her common 
u drink; the lacerated parts of the perineum 
were _— ras by carefully defending them. 


„ten 
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a from excoration, to which they were liable from 
* the lochia,, ſtools and urine, and dreſſing them 
© twice a day with diy lint and emollient oint- 
„ ment. Thus having done every, thing in my 
« power to ſupport. her ſtrength, and recover her 
« ſpirits; I have the peculiar; ſatisfaQtion of in- 
4s „g you. that ſhe has recovered, io the 
admiration of every one who knewrher; and. 
1 except a weakneſs in her nerves, to Which 
„he is naturally diſpoſed, is, at chis time, 
nearly as well as at any former period, prior 
to her delivery. —It is now time to returi to 
the child: and. I muſt beg your pardon, for 
not taking notice of it in its proper place; 
but, the embarraſſment I was reduced: to. by 
the deplorable ſtate df its mother, engroſſed 
6 the whole of my attention, and prevented every 
digreſſion from the diſtreſſed object of my more 
5 immediate care: when it was firſt: born, it 
« could not be perceived to breathe ; it wðas 
„black, and ſwelled in the face; and the 
„body livid; I ordered the head, breaſt, and 
+ extremities, to be rubbed with, warty, Hannels 
« dipped 


5 Fg J. 

ar” dipptd in a volatife Mnilmvite, and made no 5 
10 ligature on the funis; that it might bleed: by 5 

« which means, in the ſpace of five minutes, it 
« firſt 'began to gaſp, gradually got ſtrength, 
« tried, received a little manna diſſolved in 
„warm water, recovered, and is now ſuckled by 
„another woman; as it were improper to im- 
«poſe that taſk on the mother, and, perhaps, 
«-betfer- forthe child, that it ſhould receive its 
« food from à more vigorous "conſtitution, nm. EK 
« fear you will think me tedious; therefore, ſhall 
« detain you. no longer, than to add the fincere 
« attachment, with which, I am, c. 
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e «ns [ HE caſe inſerted has been © 
= coubleſoms:one: we r call it a ſtrictly dif- 
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1 „ and. I really 
think, the method you topk, was the beſt ; ay, 
chaß of che crochet in e he dreaded, and 
« ſhould ever be the laſt: were objeckianeg o 
„be made to che caſe, I ſhould think it my 
« duty to apprise you of them, Might objec- 
„tions be made, and the objeQors and myſelf 
« were attending, and in your cafe, we ſhould, 
« probably, have recourſe to the very ſame me- 
« thod; ſo highly is it, at all times, to think, 
_ *: ſpeak, and a with candour. You can never be 

« too prolix, in the relation of facts; it is theſt, - 
© without art or addreſs, we want literally told. 
nd as they happen. I am, very truly yours, Nc. 


rr may be obſerved as a general rule, that, 
when the woman has been in labour at unuſual | 
length bf time ; and, though che os {inee.18 greatly 
dilated, ſtill the head of the child continues very 
high up, it certainly will prove a difficult labour, 
and fo vice verſa: it is alſo to be remarked, that | 
the forceps will be always found 10 aol, 
beſt, Aae the woman bas had n abi | 
cee | 
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CASE IxVU. 


Tua E cient uteri, 1s A di ſorder, which | 
is ſound much more rarely to happen in the 
unimpregnated ſtate, than otherwiſe ; ; yet, a de- 
licate conformation of the neryes, with a general 
relaxation of the habit, will ſometimes conduce 
thereto: as, in a caſe, which fell immediately 
under my cognizance and care, in the month of 
MARCH, 1769. The ſubject, was a young wo- 
man, in the nineteenth year of her age; natu- 
rally prediſpoſed to nervous complaints, juſt re» 
covered from a fever, which had confined her to 
her bed for ſeveral. days ; and, upon fang 
freſh cold, by keeping her legs and feet too long 5 
immerſed. in water, a violent cough enſyed; ina 
fit of which, ſhe ſuddenly complained of ſome- 
thing having fallen down within fide her belly; 
great 


tar Tl 


1 grest pain, and bearing down ; which en 


increaſing, with every freſh fit' of coughing, at 


length an entire ſuppreſſion af urine Miperveued: 


the belly was ſo much diſtended, as to make 


a a viſible protuberance of the bladder; which, I 


ſeared, might be in danger of burſting, before 
the water could be drawn off: in this trouble- 
ſome and dangerous late of the caſe, it was, 
with much difficulty of perſuaſion, that I could 
overcome the falſe delicacy of the patient, by 
repreſentations of the riſk ſlie ran by delay, and 
the abſolute neceſſity which appeared for exa- 


mining the parts, and of drawing off the urine— 


by paſſing a finger up the vagina, 1 found the 
procidentia uteri complete; the os tinte, the pre- 


ſenting part, ſo low down as almoſt to appear 


without the labia ; the parts were ſo irtitable and 
inflamed, that ſhe ſhrunk away with pain from 


the touch; ſhe was hot, had a flight teneſmus, 


and ſome nauſea: I therefore preſcribed an ano- 


; dyne emulſion . gentle laxatives ; emollient fo- 


mentations ; and emptied the refum with a ſoft- 
ening clfler: keeping her continually in an Ho- 
titonta 


! 
rizontal «kits: after theſe means had been fuf- 
kciently tried, and more eaſe procured, I intro-" 
duced the catheter, without any difficulty, and 


drew off a great quantity of water; a recumbent 


' poſture way fit directed, and the anodyne emul- 
ſion continued till the ſourth day, when 1 con- 


ceived it right to attempt the reduction of che ute- 
us, and placing the patient upon her knees and 


elbows, with her head downwards, my fingers 


being well anointed with ; pomatum, thoroughly : 


effelled that buſineſs; Reſt, a proper regimen, 
and poſture, was ſlill obſerved; and the free uſe 
of oleum ricini, with a few drops of endura tie- 
baiea at bed lime. palliated the cough, and pre- 
vented any uneaſy conſtipation of the bowels, 


which,” by bringing on ſtraining flools, might 


otherwiſe bave renewed the complaint; every 
proper precaution being taken, and the habit, 
braced in due time, the patient entirely re- 


covered, and wud ſince remained ou from 22 : 


leaſt relapſe, 


F 
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4; d 1770, a young v woman, of 2 A cv 
bit about twelve or thirteen. weeks advanced 
in her ſecond | pregnancy, after much uou- 
ble | and vexation, on a. ſudden . complained 
of a en in making water and Loing to 
4 oo : this continued for tivo days, When a 
— loppage of urine, teneſmus, vomiting, and 
bearing-down pains, reſembling thoſe of labour, 
came on. Sho had ſought for no advice, and this 
was the fourth day ſince ſhe had either paſſed a 
drop of urine, or gone to flog; her inclination 
to which had frequently brought on ſtrainings, 
which conſequently ſerved to favaur the deſcent 
of the uterus ; which, upon examination, was 
found to form a large ſmooth tumor in the vulva, 


1 was bh tightly en into the belois, that 1 
found 
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| bund it im le to paſs my finger; on any 
ſide, between the tumor and the ſurrounding 
parts, "The fwelling, in time of a pain, puſhed 


| forward, and felt not much unlike the head of 4 
child, protruding with che labour pains. To re- 


move every impediment, which might materially 
prevent and interrupt the reduction, was my firſt 
cate; I therefore ordered an emollient clyſter of 
warm milk and watet, with weak chamomile 
tea, and a proper quantity of olive oil, to be im- 


tied” of its contents ; but ſuch was the preſſure 
upon this bowel, that little or none of the clyſter 


was thrown up, and it was with much difficulty 
that the pipe was introduced. at all. Every me- 
dicine, which was. drank, was immediately re- 


jecked, and the catheter, after repeated trials, 1 


times in part gained admiſſion, no water was 


her knees and elbows, wich her head reclining 


all wy attempts with my fingers i in the vagina 


lis © => 3 


mediately given, that the reddum might be emp- 


was obliged to lay by ; for, although it ſome- 
drawn off. I then had the patient placed ou 


downwards, and an aſſiſtant to ſupport it; but 
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and recdum, to aſſiſt in raiſing the deſcending tu- 
mor, were utterly ineffectual; another praditioner | 
was called in, but our united endeavours were 
fruitleſs ; the poor woman. had moſt ſevere, nau- 
ſea and vomiting, became delirious, convulſed, 
and died in great agonies, in the morning . of 
the ſixth day, from the firſt acceſſion. of her 
complaints. In the 26h plate of Dr, nuxnTEs's 


gravid uterus, this diſorder receives much. uſe 


ful illuſtration ; ; and in the Medical Obſerva- 
tions and Enquiries, we meet with {wo fatal in- 
ances, where the reduction of the ulerus,! as in 


= the- caſe above recited, could by no- means be 


effected; in the firſt there was 2 rupture of che 


bladder: in the ſecond caſe, which is an ap: 


pendix to the firſt, and publiſhed by che inge- 
nious and learned Dr. wILLIAM.HUNTER,, it was 
very extraordinary that, upon opening the body 
after the death of the unfortunate patient, that 
the uterus in that retroverted ſtate, was grown ſo 
large, and thence ſo wedged in the pelvis, that 
it could not be taken out till the ſpmphifis, of 
the ofa pubis, had been cut through, and the 


bones 
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bones confiderably torn afandes} o enlarge the: 
ſpace. within the bones of the pelvis, &c. Ac. 


Dr. HUNTER recommends placing the woman on 


her knees and elbows, with her bead down-- 


wards, and by introducing one hand up the va- 


gina, attempting to draw it forwards at che ſame 
time, with two fingers of the other hand in ano, 
we endeavour to puſh up the ſundus uteri: and 
farther tells us, that if this caſe 1s diſcovered 


ſoon aſter it happens, that it may be reduced by 
this method; but that when the uterus is in- 


verted, it will always remain ſo, -unleſs re- 


lieved before the fetus becomes ſo large, and | 
the uterus ſo diſtended, as to lock itſelf up in the | 
pelvis; at which time, and not before, che 


mother begins to ſee] exquiſite torture. In 


the hiſtory of the firſt of theſe caſes, it ap- 


peared from the general habit, and a previous 


prolaþſus vagine, that relaxation in general, and 


particularly of the uterine ligaments and append- | 


ages, was the grand pre-diſpoſing cauſe of this 


mis fortune; and that the catheter was conſtantly 
W 8 into the urethra, by feeling the end of the : 


inſtra- 


* 
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in while-in the urethra, and by W! 
edly. drawing off ſmall quantities of utine, ſo 
that the meatus was clearly and diſtinAly telt 
under the Jomphifes of the ofſa pubis, and the tu- 
mour in the vagina, though it conſiderably di- 
miniſhed its diameter, - particulatly in its infe- | 
rior part, towards the os externum, did not in the 
leaſt preſs. upon the wrethre, nor made any ob- 
ſtruction to the free and eaſy paſſage of the fin- 
ger between that and the pubis; and conſequently | 
| was no obſtacle to the introduction af the cathe- 
ter. This obſtacle, the author obſerves, was 
much higher up, and always impaJable at a 
certain point from the exceſſive and ſingular ſor, 
of preſſure of the werus and bladder upon each 
other, forcing the lauer to become, as it were, 
pendulous over the ofa pubis, and to form an 
acute angle wich the urethra, occaſioning ſuch an 
invincible obſtruction, as, although it admitted a 
ſmall quantity of urine, to 1ofinuate itſelf into the - 
catheter from above, it would by no means. ad- 
mit that inſtrument to paſs it from below. If 
we appeal to our own experience and obſerva- 
_ tion, 
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| tion, continues our -writer, and credit the afſer- 


tions of the learned van swWIrrxx (in his com- s 
mentaries upon the Aphoriſms-of the illuſtrious. 5 
BOERHAAVE,) and thoſe of a celebrated durch 
artiſt, whom he has quoted, we ſhall find that 


it has ſometimes dern extremely difficult when 
the wierus has been remarkably prominent and 
- pendulous over the ofſa pubis, to pals the catheter 


into the bladder ſrom this viſcus, forining an angle 
with its own beck; but, in the caſe which be 
had deſeribed, he obſerves, that the unnatural 
fityation' of the uterus, &c. and the moſt violent 
, and*fingular Kind of preſſure, and the exceſſive 
conſtriction upon the bladder, all concurring, 
formed [a acute an angle, as to render ihat ope- 
ration impraflicable. He ſuppaſes chat u flexible = 
catheter, or one of à particular conſtruction, 
might have anſwered here; but, as he had not 
ſuch an inſtrument, he confeſſes that he did not 
at that time think of it. Vide a very extraor- 
dinary account af a prolapſus uteri and vg icer, 
in the third vol. of Medical Obſervations and 
Enquiries, by Dr. wutrz of MANchsaTIU Al. 1 
| . a 
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OW 


1 HE 9gth of pzcemaar, 1777, I was cal 


led-to a woman, who, a few hours before my Ar- 
rival, had been taken in labour, and ſent for 
midwife, who found ſomething protruded heſote 


the child's head. which ſhe adjudged- to be the 


vavel-lring, and defired my aſſiſtance. I had 
attended this woman in two preceding labours: 
ſhe was of a very weakly habit; and, in her laſt 
labour, ihe womb. by the force. of the pains, | 
had deſcended into the vagina; but, by ſuſlain- 
ing it with the preſſure. ol my hand. when che 
pain was on. the parts became gradually dilated, | 
aud, in a liule ume, the event was as favourable 
as 1 could wiſh. In the/ preſent, caſe, not only 
the womb. deſcendęd, as before, but the waging 
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prolapſed by the force of 4. pains, and pro · 
truded conſiderably beſore the head of the child.. 
This the midwiſe had miſtaken for the ſunis; in 
the remiſſion of pain I introduced my fingers, 
and replaced the vagina, but it prolapſed again 
with the nexc return of pain, and was re- 
duced as before. The child was ſoon after deliver- 
ed, and I had no farther trouble. This is a diſor- 
der which very ſeldom occurs : the prolapſion of 
the uterus at filiſhme, is gendeaÞly attributed to 

an extraordinary width of the pelvis ; and that of 
we vagina to extreme weakneſs, 


= 


THE END OF THE FIRST VOLUME, 


